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PREFACE. 



There is no finality in medicine more than in any other 
science ; change and progress are the characteristics of all 
mundane things. 

" I am Isis, no mortal has yet drawn off my veil," is 
inscribed on Minerva's temples, in Egypt. 

Thus it is with homoeopathy, as, although it is a vast im- 
provement upon allopathy, few homoeopaths would even 
affirm that it has as yet lifted the veil off all medical 
mysteries. 

Since the days of Hahnemann, however, homoeopathy has 
made notable progress in the discovery of many excellent 
curative medicines, in fact, constituting a new "Materia 
Medica," of such polychrest medicines as hydrastis, leptan- 
dria, caulophyllum, podophyllum, veratrum viride, and 
hundreds of others ; and its principles of cure are also ex- 
tending all over the world, and let us hope that ere long it 
will become the universal " law of cure," " a consummation 
devoutly to be wished," when there will be light given both 
to understand and to treat disease scientifically, and not 
according to any uncertain process. 

Believing that the differences between homoeopathy and 
allopathy, as regards their theory and practice, have not dis- 
tinctly been submitted to the public hitherto, I have written 
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this book, hoping that it may induce both the homoeopathic 
and allopathic public to study the relative merits of the twa 
systems of medicine, and also stimulate the rising generation 
of medical men to investigate the principles of homoeopathy 
for themselves, and not to rest satisfied with the caricatures, 
and erroneous statements which they have doubtless heard 
given of homoeopathy by their professors in hospital lectures, 
&c. ; and also by some of the public organs of the press. 

One word to the non-medical public. A long experience 
has shown me how puzzled the public often are to judge of 
the relative merits of the contending systems of medicine ; 
as allopathy, homoeopathy, hydropathy, anti-pathy, mes- 
merism, galvanism, &c., each has its respective advocates, 
in professors, court physicians, family doctors, &c., crying 
as of old, "I am of Paul, I am of Apollos, and I am ot 
Cephas," &c., whilst the suffering patient looks on amazed, 
and the relatives thereof are bewildered, and do not know^ 
under such adverse circumstances, in whom to confide. 

But this anarchy and division of opinion is not confined 
only to medicine ; the same differences are conspicuous in 
theology, science, politics, and, in fact, in all mundane 
things, so that each one must use his or her own intelligence, 
and exercise a wise discrimination in considering the princi- 
ples of each system and its merits in disease. I flatter myself, 
if the public will only read and duly weigh the following 
observations upon allopathy and homoeopathy, they will 
have a guide to enable them to judge, in some measure at 
least, which system they ought to prefer. 

Liverpool Lodge, 

Brixton Hill, 

London. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



It gives me great pleasure to issue this second edition of my 
little book, by the request and at the sole expense of the 
philanthropic gentleman to whom I have dedicated it. 

Some three hundred years ago, Sir Thomas Sutton, a 
wealthy London merchant, was wont to pray — "Lord, Thou 
hast given me large and liberal estates, give me also a heart 
to make use of it." One of the uses which he made of it 
was to establish the Charterhouse, and Mr. Rylands has 
also magnanimously used his wealth in establishing schools, 
convalescent homes, and numerous other such works of 
love and mercy. 

This edition is enlarged by an article on "The Anti« 
septic Treatment of Consumption and Cancer," which 
treatment I have found more generally useful in these 
diseases than that recorded in the first edition, and also 
in "Cancer and its Cure," published by me in 1866. The 
article on "The Antiseptic Treatment of Consumption 
and Cancer" is also republished in a separate form. 

Lansdowne House, 

Ryde, I. W. 

August, 1883. 



A RETROSPECT OF 
ALLOPATHY AND HOMCEOPATHY. 

WITH CASES. 



xii 



page: 

Proving Medicines, to ascertain their Pathogenetic and Thera- 



peutic Properties 14 

Allopathic Materia Medica 16 

Vivisection, its Uselessness as regards Curative Medicines ... 16 

VIII. 

Allopathic Cures, how effected. Illustrated i8- 

IX. 

Empiricism in Allopathy. Proofs by Dr. Pollock on Rheu- 
matism, Salicylic Acid, Quinine, &c.^ ... i9> 



** A Daniel come to Judgment." Witnesses called — Dr. Charles 
Williams ; Sir Thomas Watson, M.D. ; Brown Sequard, 
M.D. ; Dublin Medical Joumal ; Practitioner; The late 
Sir John Forbes, M.D. Anecdote by Dr. Jahr. Verdict on 
Allopathy 21 

X. 

Homoeopathy no Empiricism. Illustrated by a Case, and 

Remarks thereon... 27 

XL 

Polypharmacy^ — Mixing Medicines in a Prescription, its un- 
scientific character, compared to a Blunderbuss, contrasted 
with Homoeopathy; Sir Thomas Watson's opinion: also 
Dr. Munaret's ... ... 29 

XII. 

Infinitesimal Doses 31 

Dynamization, Trituration, Succussion 31 

**Blue Pill," a Homoeopathic Trituration. Remarks thereon ... 32 

XIII. 

The Philosophy of Infinitesimal Doses. Disease begins in a Cell- 
growth ... 34 

A Conversation with a Physiologist and Pathologist 38 

Hypodermic Injections 40 

XIV. 

Purgative Medicines. Dinner Pills. Dr. Samuel Johnson's 

Opinion of Grand Dinners ... ... 40 



xiii 



PAGE 

A Sad Letter on Allopathy 44 

Reflections on Allopathic Hospitals 45 

Venesection. A Lady's Opinion of Allopathic Medicine ... 48 

XV. 

Homoeopathy prescribes for the Symptoms of a Disease ; whereas 
Allopathy prescribes for the Name of the Disease. Illustrated 
by Allopathic Prescriptions in Asthma 51 

XVI. 

Homoeopathic Medicines and their Preparations considered ... 55 

XVII. 

Statistics — Dysentery, Typhoid Fever, Diarrhoea, Pneumonia 

or Inflammation of the Lungs. Cholera. Yellow Fever ... 56 

XVIII. 

Preventive and Conservative Medicine. Medical Men and the 
Legislature. Drugs injurious to the Public Health ought to 
be prohibited 58 

Insurance Ofiices and Homoeopathy 60 

XIX. 

Homoeopathy and Children's Diseases. Great Mortality among 
Children. Homoeopathic Treatment in Children's Diseases. 
Mortality under Allopathy % 61 

XX. 

The Esoteric Aspects of Homoeopathy. An Allopathic Sick 

Room. A Homoeopathic ditto 63 

XXI. 

Narcotics in Disease — Opium, Morphia, Henbane, Chloroform, 
&c. Their Homoeopathic and Allopathic Administration 
contrasted and explained 65 

XXIL 

Homoeopathic Medicines, as prescribed, are not Poisons. 

Illustrated and explained by contrast with Allopathic Drugs 66 
Remarks on « Mother Tinctures " 67 



xiv 



XXIII. PAGE 

Progress of Homoeopathy, Practised all over the World. 
Introduced into London by the late Dr, Quin, in 1827, 
Notice of his Life and Death, in 1878 67 

The late William Leaf, Esq., and Homoeopathy 70 

XXIV. 

•*SauI among the Prophets;" or, ' Homoeopathy among the 
Allopaths.' Dr. Wilks, on Aconite; Dr. Ringer, on Aconite ; 
Dr. T. K. Chambers, on prescribing One Medicine at a 
time ; Dr. Phillips 72 

XXV. 

An Estimate of Homoeopathir 73. 

XXVI. 

Scientific Discoveries by Allopaths 76 

AnsesthetiQS in Midwifery 77 

XXVII. 

St, George's Hospital and Homoeopathy 791 



INDEX OF CASES IN APPENDIX. 



PAGE 



Preface ^ 84 

Mr. Payne's Case, Disease of the Eyes, written by himself ... 85 

Acute Inflammation of the Bowels 88 

» Liver 8^ 

Disease of the Bladder, &c 90 

Extensive Disease of the Bones of the Leg 91 

Disease of the Liver, Bowels, &c 93 

Chronic Djrspepsia, written by the Patient 94 

Diseased Liver, Stomach, and Bowels ... • 97 

Cancer of the Breast 98. 

,, Liver icx> 

„ Pylorus of the Stomach 104 

Concussion of the Brain 109 

Scirrhus of the Right Breast 113 

Cancer of the Womb 115 

Induration of the Womb 117 

Rev. LI. Arthur Brenan's testimony to the efficacy of Acetic Acid 

in Cancer I r8 

Hydrothorax, or Water on the Chest ii& 

Carbuncle 122 

Fracture of the Neck of the Thigh-bone 124 

Amaurosis — Eyes 126 

Chronic Hepatitis, or Liver Disease 127 

Chronic Constipation 12^ 

Erysipelas of Face and Head, followed by Rheumatic Fever ... 13a 

„ „ without Rheumatic Fever 132 

Medical Diary of an Invalid Gentleman 134 



xvi 



PAGE 



Caries and Necrosis of the Toes 143 

Consumption of the Throat 146 

after excision of the Tonsils 147 

Disease of the Liver and Stomach mistaken for ... 149 

Incipient 150 

„ Cured by Homoeopathy when Allopathy had failed 151 

Diphtheria, Letter on, to Daily Chronicle 152 

. ,, Case of the Princess Alice, by Oertel, and Remarks 

thereon 155 

,, Mr. Power's Report on 158 

,, Malignant 161 

Diphtheria 162 

Typhoid Fever, or Enteric Fever 165 

„ Alcohol in. By Sir W. Gull, M.D 168 

Cout 169 

Bronchitis 173 

Acute Rheumatic Fever 175 

Neuralgia 176 

Acute Sciatica 176 

Scarlet Fever 178 

Croup ... 180 

The Antiseptic Treatment of Consumption and Cancer 182 



A RETROSPECT 

or 

ALLOPATHY AND HOMCEOPATHY 

DURING THE LAST THIRTY YEARS. 
1. 

A RETROSPECT OF MEDICINE, 

Whether the Darwinian hypothesis, as a law, be 
biologically correct, or in agreement with ethnology 
and biblical cosmology — one thing is certain, that 
during the last thirty years medicine and surgery have 
undergone a great progress, in their allied sciences, 
pathology, physiology, anatomy, chemistry — would 
that one were enabled also to add, therapeutics. 

When I entered the profession, as a pupil of Dr. 
Chermside, to " study the art and science of medicine 
and surgery," as my articles of pupilage expressed it, 
venesection was a prevalent custom, especially in the 
spring and fall, this being instilled into the pppular 
mind by a false notion of therapeutics, as will be seen 
further on ; and I shall not readily forget the scenes 
enacted in the " bleeding surgery," as the -room was 
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named in which the people were bled every Sunday 
morning in the spring and fall, as it wa5 on this day 
and in this season especially that men and women, 
and even children, came to be bled. 

The operating room had, in a short time, the 
appearance of a butcher's shambles — men and women 
lying in a fainting condition, as it was then considered 
that unless the bleeding produced either complete 
syncope, or fainting, it was of no avail. 

Not only was there this mania for venesection, but 
purgation, cupping, blistering, leeching, and drench- 
ing medicines of all sorts reigned rampant in the 
profession and in public estimation. 

So much was this the case that those who were not 
bled considered it quite requisite, that they should be 
well purged in the spring and fall of the year. Dr. 
Cherraside's pupils had to prepare all the medicines, 
pills, mixtures, tinctures, ointments, &c., as a necessity 
for acquiring " the a»t and mystery of an apothecary.'* 
We had always to have ready, especially in the'spring 
and fall, a large supply of pills, mixtures of salts and 
senna, ready to be dispensed at these seasons, and 
great was the demand ! 

These injurious proceedings are considerably 
changed now — would we could say entirely so — but, 
unfortunately for the welfare of the human system, 
the public still have faith in blue pills, black draughts, 
and otheiT purgative medicine. 

During five years my occupation was compounding 
medicine, bleeding, blistering, cupping, dispensing, 
&c. Nor do I now regret this, as even before I 
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entered college and hospitals, it had given me an 
intimate knowledge of drugs and their compounds, 
and had taught me many useful lessons^ 



II. 

DYSPEPSIA AND ITS RESULTS. 

After practising for some years I became a con- 
firmed dyspeptic, had to observe a rigid diet, and had 
to take medicine secundum arteniy but to little advan- 
tage ; and at this time, having been requested to un- 
dertake editing the Memoirs of the late Rev. Josias 
Wilson, after much consideration I consented. 

This brought me into close communion with mj^ 
valued friend Mrs. Wilson, widow of the late Rev. 
Josias Wilson. She, seeing how ill I looked and how 
much I suffered, and being herself a confirmed 
homoeopath, would occasionally introduce to my 
notice the subject of homoeopathy. 

But as bigotry is the offspring of ignorance, and as 
I at this period was a young doctor filled to the brim 
with allopathic principles, it may be well supposed, 
though I had a deep respect for Mrs. Wilson, I did 
not quite relish her intruding quackery, as I then 
considered homoeopathy to be ; confessing as I now 
do that I did not even then know the meaning of the 
word, much less the therapeutic principles which it 
taught ; but notwithstanding I could, like thousands 
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of others, cry out In my ignorance, " Pooh, pooh^ 
quackery ! " 

But Mrs. Wilson was too deeply convinced of the 
efficacy of homoeopathy in her own case as a medical 
system to relinquish her efforts to induce me to try 
it ; and after a long warfare between us, simply to 
get rid of her importunity, I determined to give 
homoeopathy a fair trial, and thus demonstrate to her 
its utter uselessness, as in those days I had only faith 
in pills and potions, et hoc genus omne^ and considered 
globules mere empiricism. 

The die was now cast, and consequently the battle 
half won by Mrs. Wilson, as in two months after I 
began "the homoeopathic medicines,** physiological 
changes were effected in my system, which all the 
battering-rams of allopathy, pills and potions, had 
foiled to effect, after four years' constant use. 

Will my readers be astonished if I candidly confess 
that this result rather disappointed than pleased me, 
as after an experimentum crucis on Baconian axioms, 
all my cherished ideas of allopathic therapeutics had 
received a deadly blow, and nothing now remained for 
me, if conscience were to rule, but, like David, to lay 
aside all my cumbrous armour, fight with a sling and 
stone, become a heretic in orthodox medicine, leave 
the allopathic camp with all its friendships, social and 
professional prestige — no mean sacrifices in those 
days— and join the weak despised handful of 
homoeopaths, to share in all their trials, persecutions, 
and obloquy, for a great medical truth, namely 
similia similibus curanturl^ the axiom of Hahne- 
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inann, under which banner I was eventually to either 
lose or win in my combat with disease. 



III. 

THE DISCOVERY OF HOMCEOPATHY BY 
DR. SAMUEL HAHNEMANN. 

Vast discoveries have been made in the scientific 
world, but of all that ever have been effected homoeo- 
pathy stands pre-eminent, inasmuch as it deals with, 
the amelioration and cure of those diseases to which 
humanity is liable ; it is to Dr. Hahnemann that the 
world is indebted for this inestimable boon ! 

This great and good man was born at Meissen, in 
Upper Saxony, in 1755. He was an ardent student, 
and applied his mind to medicine, and its allied 
sciences, with much success at Leipsic and other 
universities. He devoted much attention to chemistry 
and natural philosophy. This made him a profound 
searcher after truth, and being possessed of an in- 
quiring mind, soon after graduating he became en- 
tirely dissatisfied with the crude theories of medicine 
and their contradictions, and, consequently deter- 
mined to resign medicine altogether, and devote 
himself to the study of chemistry and literature — a 
great sacrifice, as at this period he was a married 
man with a family. 
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For years he and his family were almost in poverty, 
yet he plodded on, investigating natural phenomena, 
and pursuing a literary career, keeping his mind con- 
stantly and intently fixed upon the one absorbing 
thought of his life, namely, to discover a law whereby 
medicine could be scientifically administered in 
disease. 

The immortal Newton was asked, " Was it the fall 
of the apple that caused you to discover the law of 
gravitation?" "No," said he, "it was because I was 
always thinking of it." 

Yes, what have thoughts^ pondered and pondered, 
not accomplished in science, and, indeed, in all 
mundane things ! 

This thought of discovering a law in medicine 
being, I doubt not, divinely implanted in Hahne- 
mann's mind, and he, watching ever for something to 
seize upon, found at last that after which he had long 
pined — viz., an object whereon to base his lever of 
thought ; in the fact that cinchona bark, when taken 
in large doses, had been observed to produce symp- 
toms similar to ague. A thought now, doubtless, 
flashed from Heaven — a divine inspiration, con- 
veying "good news of glad tidings" — entered his 
soul ; he paused in his work of translating Dr. 
CuUen's Book on " Materia Medica " into German, 
in which he had found the above remarks on cin- 
chona bark ; he pondered, he considered, he sighed 
for light ; like Goethe, he cried, " Light, more light ; 
he thought, " Can it be possible that this is the 
reason why cinchona bark cures ague ? " 
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He rose up from his work of translating, cast away 
his pens and papers, and determined to test on him- 
self the pathogenetic properties of the bark. He 
procured cinchona bark, and, like a true experimental 
philosopher, swallowed a dose of it, and, on repeating 
it at regular intervals — noticing carefutly any symptom 
that might ensue — to his amazement and delight he 
began to experience in himself symptoms similar to 
those of ague, and thus, like Archimedes, on his dis- 
covery of specific gravity, who is said to have rushed 
out into the streets of Syracuse, shouting evprjKay 
evprjKa, " I have found it, I have found it," Hahne- 
mann had now found the long lost key whidh was 
made to open the door that led to the natural law off 
cure, and, like Archimedes, might have exclaimed, 
" I have found it " — that is, the law of similia simili- 
bus curantur. But Hahnemann was too much accus- 
tomed to interrogate nature, and too great an inductive 
philosopher, to establish a law upon one experiment, 
though often repeated ; he consequently tested about 
eighty different medicines upon himself, family, and 
friends, noting particularly all their physiological and 
pathogenetic effects upon each person, and thus estab- 
lished, upon an experimental basis of results, a 
" Materia Medica Pura." 

While thus engaged day and night testing this laWy 
he was not idle with his pen in endeavouring to enlist 
the interest of the medical profession in his grand 
discovery by writing articles on the subject to medical 
journals ; but his philanthropy in this respect only 
entailed upon him scornful replies, vituperation, and, 
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at last, ostracism, compelling him to change his resi- 
dence-through medical unionism and persecution. 

Though Hahnemann was in every way competent 
to meet his opponents, being a profound scholar, 
linguist,, and an able and ready writer, he chose to 
remain almost silent under these trials, going on 
steadily with his. experiments in establishing the law 
of cure he had discovered ; only replying to his ad- 
versaries thus : — Refute these truths if you can, by 
showing curative means more efficacious, sure, and 
agreeable than my own,, but not by words, of which 
we have already had too many. But if experience 
prove to you, as to me, that my method is the best, 
make use of it to cure and to save your fellow- 
creatures,, and give God the glory." 

Such was the noble spirit in which Hahnemann 
met the opposition of his opponents, evincing how 
firm a faith he had in truth ultimately prevailing 
over all error and opposition. 

After a long and laborious life spent in fresh dis- 
coveries in medicine and the practice thereof, he died 
in Paris,. July 2nd, 1843, the patriarchal age of 
eighty-eight years, lamented by all who knew him, 
and surrounded by a large circle of patients and 
friends from the highest ranks in Parisian society 
to the lowest, leaving behind him works which testify 
how immense were his labours in the field of experi- 
mental, physiological, pathological, and practical 
medicine, which have now established, upon a 
scientific basis, the cure of disease. 

In the town of Leipsic, from which he was obliged 
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to fly, owing to the persecution of the apothecaries, 
has been erected a bronze statue to his memory by 
his admirers. 

Such is life ! Sleep on, O immortal Hahnemann ! 
and take thy rest, after thy laborious and philosophic 
life ; and though thou wast despised and persecuted 
in life for thy arduous labours in discovering a law in 
medicine for the good of humanity, thousands now in 
every land call thee blessed, as the pioneer and estab- 
lisher of a rational and philosophic system of medi- 
cine, instead of the crude one which has so long 
dominated over the minds and bodies of men. We, 
thy disciples, whilst we bow our heads in reverence 
to thy memory, will endeavour to follow thy life of 
goodness and mercy, and will study to apply that law 
which thou wast inspired to discover and to propagate 
for the cure of human infirmities, and to the glory of 
God. We shall never cease to weave garlands of 
thanksgiving and love to thy memory ! 



IV. 

THE « ORGANON." 

This great work, in which Hahnemann elaborately 
exhibits the mode in which he established the law of 
cure by experiment, &c., in which he most exhaus- 
tively and learnedly proves the unstable and un- 
scientific nature of allopathy, was issued in 1810, has 
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become the Medical Guide of almost every Homoeo- 
path. It is an imperishable testimony to the labour, 
learning, and nobility of Hahnemann ! 

In the " Organon " his axiom of cure is thus ex- 
pressed — " To effect a mild, rapid, and certain cure, 
choose in every case of disease a medicine which can 
itself produce' an affection similar (o/ioto? iraOoi) to 
that sought to be cured," homoeopathy. 

The above axiom is a concise definition of homoeo- 
pathy — from which it will be evident that it does not 
consist in prescribing small doses^ as those ignorant of 
the very foundation principles of homoeopathy persist 
in affirming, as diseases may be and are cured by 
both small and large doses, administered on the law 
of " like cures like " (or, in other words, homoeopathy). 

This doctrine, even of the dose, or posology, Hah- 
nemann has exhaustively discussed in his " Organon." 

Nor does homoeopathy imply, as is persistently 
stated by allopaths, that, to cure a disease on homoeo- 
pathic principles, we must do so by giving a medicine 
capable of producing the same disease — that is to say, 
they affirm, e,g,y that, to cure typhoid fever, we must 
prescribe a medicine which in the healthy person 
would produce typhoid fever! This would be iso- 
pathy, the same disease — not homoeopathy, a similar 
disease. 

Now, this appears a specious, captivating, and con- 
vincing statement, suitable as an ad captandum argu- 
ment for the platform, but that is all, as any thinking 
mind will at once see that sameness and similarity 
are not identical. 
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Therefore the absurdity of this argument needs no 
further demonstration. 

This ignorance of homoeopathy springs from the 
fact, that the " Organon " has not been duly studied. 
How illogical and absurd it would be for a Hindoo, 
for instance, to condemn the Bible, which he has 
perhaps never seen, much less studied. I am con- 
vinced that this is precisely the position which thou- 
sands of our allopathic brethren are in ; for had they 
studied the " Organon," one could not even imagine 
that they would still persist in stating such absurdities 
as they do, in reference to homoeopathy. 

The " Organon " is not infallible ! It is human ; but 
it nevertheless contains the very kernel of medical 
science ; ergo^ cast away the chaff and use the grain. 

Infinitesimal doses are but a corollary, emanating 
from the law of " likes are cured by likes." 

The subject of posology, or the dose, can never 
become a settled question, as constitution, suscepti- 
bility to the influence of medicines, and the different 
nature of disease, vary so greatly that it is impossible 
to establish a uniform law on the quantity of the dose, 
as to whether the dose prescribed should be the 
mother tincture, or some of the triturations or solu- 
tions. 

A medical man must, therefore, first carefully inves- 
tigate the constitution, family, and all the surround- 
ings of the patient, and prescribe the dose according 
to the best of his knowledge. 
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V. 

DOSES IN ACUTE AND CHRONIC 
DISEASES. 

My experience has taught me that a homoeopath 
may do almost as much mischief as an allopath by 
strong doses, especially in acute diseasCy as in these 
cases the organization becomes so sensitive to the 
influence of medicine that a small dose acts curatively, 
whereas a large dose produces irritation. I have 
often found a small dose of the same medicine effect 
good when a strong dose had failed. 

Of course I am not speaking of the size of the dose, 
but of the strong preparation of the medicine. 

The mother tinctures may do in chronic cases, and 
medical men in consulting rooms, whose patients are 
generally of this class, may find strong tinctures the 
best ; but those who have to combat acute disease in 
the sick room, will, I think, find the lower dilutions 
their main stay — at least, this is my experience. 



VL 

THE PRINCIPLES OF HOMOEOPATHY AND 
OF ALLOPATHY CONTRASTED. 

In order to contrast distinctly the principles of the 
above systems, I will place in separate columns their 
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distinctive characteristics, and will remark thereon in 
an impartial manner : — 



HOMOEOPATHY. 

(1) Ascertains the patholo- 
gical effects of medicine upon 
the healthy person before 
using them curatively. 

(2) Prescribes medicine upon 
the ascertained law of similia 
sitnilibus curantur, 

(3) Administers one medi- 
cine at once. 

(4) Prescribes medicine in 
small doses, which generally 
either cure or alleviate the 
disease, without effecting any 
mischief to the patient. 

(5) Prescribes according to 
the symptoms which a diseased 
state produces. 



ALLOPATHY. 

(1) Prescribes drugs in dis- 
ease, the effects of which they 
have seen only in disease or 
on the brute creation. 

(2) Prescribes medicine upon 
experience, and upon no natu- 
ral general law. 

(3) Administers a variety of 
different remedies in mixtures, 
pills, &c. (See Polypharmacy.) 

(4) Always give medicine in 
large or powerful doses, which, 
even when they do good, gene- 
rally leave some mischief in 
the system, 

(5) Prescribes for the name 
of the disease. 



VII. 

FIRST DISTINCTION. 

Homoeopathy ascertains the Allopathy prescribes drugs in 
pathological effects of medicine disease without having ascer- 
before prescribing them. tained their effects. 

A notice of the differences between the homoeo- 
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pathic and the allopathic " Materia Medicas " will 
exemplify this. 

There is an essential difference between these two 
standard works, inasmuch as the homoeopathic is 
a record of different medicines, whose pathogenetic 
effects have been proved upon healthy persons, where- 
as the allopathic is but a record of the effects which 
drugs have produced upon persons when administered 
in disease^ or given to animals with the object of 
ascertaining their effects upon them. 



PROVING MEDICINES. 

Hahnemann, in the " Organon " from sect. cxx. to 
sect, cxliii., gives most elaborate and minute direc- 
tions to ascertain the effects which a single medicine 
is capable of producing upon the healthy — in other 
words, its pathogenetic effects ; and in sect, cxliii. he 
concludes thus — " If we have thus tried on the healthy 
individual a considerable number of medicines, and 
carefully and faithfully registered all the elements of 
disease, and the symptoms they are capable of pro- 
ducing as artificial morbific potencies, then only have 
we a true ** Materia Medica ; " a collection of real, 
sure, faithful effects of simple medicinal substances ; 
a volume of the book of nature, wherein is> recorded a 
considerable array of the peculiar changes of the 
health and symptoms effected by each of the powerful 
medicines thus investig.atedy.as they were recorded for 
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the attention of the observer, in which the likeness of 
the (homoeopathic) morbid elements of many natural 
diseases, to be hereafter cured by them, are present, 
which, in a word, contain artificial morbid states, that 
furnish for the similar morbid states the only true 
homoeopathic, that is to say, specific therapeutic 
instruments for effecting certain and permanent cure. 

" From such a * Materia Medica ' everything that is 
conjectural or uncertain should be strictly excluded ; 
everything should be the pure language of nature, 
carefully and honestly interrogated." 

Hahnemann proved eighty medicines on himself (as 
has been already stated). Numerous medical men 
and friends volunteered in this scientific work, and 
many medicines were given to people (who gladly 
undertook it) to ascertain the effects which they 
produced upon them, without however telling any of 
these persons what the medicines were. 

The provings of the different medicines tested in 
Hahnemann's days are recorded in the six volumes 
of " The Materia Medica Pura," and five volumes of 
" Chronic Diseases." 

What a Herculean labour for a man to superintend, 
besides writing many other works ! 

By numerous doctors (especially in America, where 
homoeopathy is popular, and has its Universities and 
Hospitals) the work of proving medicines has been 
continued with ardour since the days of Hahnemann, 
and many most excellent medicines have been added ; 
in fact (as previously stated), constituting a new 
" Materia Medica." 



Thus homoeopathy combats disease with tried and 
proved remedies. 



ALLOPATHIC "MATERIA MEDICA." 

This is but a record of the effects which medicines 
have been known to produce upon diseased persons 
when prescribed for them, and the morbific effects 
caused by them, as exhibited by post mortem examina- 
tions, or by experiments upon living animals. 

The unstable character of the first two propositions 
need scarcely be discussed, as even allopaths them- 
selves (that is to say, the enlightened ones), acknow- 
ledge that the " Materia Medica " is but a jumble of 
guesses at the effect of drugs, and is a disgrace to the 
profession. They are endeavouring to rectify this by 
what is called physiological experiments, or vivisec- 
tion, instead of directly proving medicine upon 
human persons, as homoeopathy teaches. 



VIVISECTION, 

Here may be noticed this subject, which has pro- 
duced so much discussion, and even the interference 
of Parliament, a law having been enacted bearing 
upon the subject of making physiological experiments 
upon living animals by dissection. 
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Now, however interesting such dissections may be 
in a physiological aspect, the tortures induced upon 
the animals do not in any measure add to practical 
medidney so as to compensate for the sufferings the 
animals have to endure. 

The " Materia Medica " of homoeopathy contains 
the provings of hundreds of drugs upon healthy\\\\m^xi 
creatures ; together with the effects which drugs have 
likewise produced as exhibited by post mortem ex- 
aminationSy so that herein is a record of the physiolo- 
gical and pathological effects of medicine, obtained 
without anatomizing any living animals, sufficient for 
the wants of any physician in prescribing for disease ; 
and were the allopaths to study this "Materia 
Medica," the utility of vivisection would be ques- 
tionable, at least as regards therapeutics. 

Besides, these experiments by vivisection upon 
animals are no certain guide as to the results medicine 
might produce upon the human organization, because 
animals cannot express any symptoms which they may 
experience from the effects of the medicine ; therefore 
any pathogenetic experiments upon animals partake 
entirely of an objective nature, as subjective symptoms 
cannot be expressed by them ; so that such experi- 
ments are chiefly interesting as exhibiting the effects 
of drugs upon their organs. 
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VIII. 

ALLOPATHIC CURES— HOW EFFECTED. 

It may be objected that, although allopaths do not 
know the real effects of medicine upon the human 
healthy system, yet they do cure disease. To which 
I reply, that when allopaths do cure disease it is 
because , they have unconsciously prescribed the homoeo- 
pathic medicines, and did not neutralize its effects by 
mixing, with it other medicine. Nor can the effects 
which medicines produce upon persons in disease be 
of much use, as the constitution and diseases of per- 
sons differ in many essentials^ so that the effects 
which drugs may exhibit under such circumstances 
can give no certainty as to the effects which they may 
produce upon others,, and prescribing upon such an 
unstable and unphysiological basis as this is only 
tentative. I had an illustration of this a few days 
ago in the case of a young lady subject to epilepsy, 
whose doctor had prescribed for her bromide of 
potassium^ mixed, however, with pepj>ermint water^ 
tartarated irony and syrup of orange. 

Now, bromide of potassium is a truly homoeopathic 
remedy for certain forms of epilepsy, and had the 
medicine been prescribed uncombined with other 
medicine, and in three grains instead of twenty grains, 
as in the prescription, the result would in all proba- 
bility have been a cure instead of an amelioration, as 
in this case supposing that the bromide had remained 
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intact in the mixture. But how far the bromide 
remained intact, or its curative properties were 
neutralized by the other medicines with which it was 
combined, would require an analytic chemist to 
decide ; but one thing is certain, that the law of 
chemical affinity must have effected changes of mole- 
cular combinations among these four essentially 
different medicines, and thus have formed new in- 
gredients of which the doctor who prescribed them 
must have been totally ignorant ; hence, as I have 
stated previously, every prescription by allopaths is 
more or less an experiment. 



IX. 

SECOND DISTINCTION. 

Homoeopathy prescribes medi- Allopathy prescribes medicine 
cine upon an ascertained law. upon experience, &c. 

EMPIRICISM. 

Until Hahnemann discovered the law of similiay 
there was no universal principle upon which to pre- 
scribe medicine in disease, consequently all remedies 
were prescribed empirically, tentatively ; nor has 
practical medicine even in these advanced times of 
scientific attainments, made any progress among the 
allopaths as a scientific profession. 

To prove this I will quote a few remarks of Dr. 
Pollock's on rheumatism^, as. published in the Lancet 
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October 20, 1877. He is Senior Physician to the 
Charing Cross Hospital. 

He says — " But a short time ago a tolerable severe 
case of rheumatism was pretty sure to last seven or 
eight weeks — some put their faith in quinine, some in 
alkalies, some in various drugs, some did nothing, 
with much the same result. 

'* Dr. Slater uses quinine, Dr. Garrod uses quinine 
and alkalies, others use bleeding, mercury, colchium, 
antimony, iodide of potassium, &c., &c." 

He then proceeds to notice the new treatment of 
rheumatism by salicylic acid, and commends it, but 
says " that it often produces disagreeable symptoms, 
sickness, deafness, tinnitus aurium^ and sometimes 
a peculiar cerebral disturbance." 

Such is a sample of the boasted legitimate, scien- 
tific practice of the present day, but which I think can 
only be justly designated, as empiricism, tentative, 
guessing, and uncertain treatment. 

An acute attack of rheumatism, judiciously treated, 
need not as a general rule last more than a week or a 
fortnight under homoeopathic treatment, instead of 
seven or eight -w^tksy as Dr. Pollock says it does under 
allopathy.! 

Now, in prescribing this apparently useful medicine, 
salicylic acid, in rheumatism, why give it in such large 
doses, from ten to twenty grains frequently repeated, 
as it is doubtless these large and repeated doses that 
produce the disagreeable symptoms Dr. Pollock states ; 
but as a rule allopaths are such materialists in pre- 
' See case of rheumatism in Appendix. 
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scribing, that they consider a ponderous dose the right 
thing, although it causes sickness^ deafness^ cerebral 
disturbancCy &c,y therefore, why is it not prescribed in 
smaller doses, prepared according to the homoeopathic 
pharmacy, and its curative effects thus obtained 
without those " disagreeable symptoms'' 

Homoeopaths have tried this medicine in small 
doses with good effect. 



"A DANIEL COME TO JUDGMENT;" OR, 
ALLOPATHS CONDEMNING THEIR 
SYSTEM OF MEDICINE. 

We repeat, this empiricism in prescribing is the result 
of the allopaths having no general law to direct them 
in prescribing medicine in disease. We will now 
summon into a court of justice, one or two witnesses 
from the allopaths themselyes, and put them in the 
box, and let them give evidence on this subject ; and 
first we shall hear what Dr. Charles Williams has 
to say. In his "Principles of Medicine" he thus 
testifies : — 

"Compare the state of medicine with that of 
anatomy, physiology, and chemistry ; . . . how minute, 
how precise, how connected, how definite are these ; 
yet how loose, how indefinite, how uncertain, uncon- 
nected is the practice of our art." 

That will do. Dr. Williams, you may stand down. 

Now let us call into the box. Sir Thomas Watson, 
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M,D, Well, Sir Thomas, what is your opinion about 
your art ? 

My opinion is that patients get well in spite of the 
well-meant, but mischievous, interference of thedoctors. 
To me it has been a life-long wonder how rashly, how 
vaguely, how ignorantly drugs have been prescribed." 

Thank you. Sir Thomas, you may now stand down. 

Brown Sequard, the greatest pathologist and 
physiologist of the day, says, in a lecture printed in 
the Lancety March, 1866 — "We find very little is 
known as regards the real and ultimate action of 
medicine. This is* much to be lamented, as thera- 
peutics will cease to be empirical only when the last 
kind of knowledge shall be fully obtained therefore, 
as allopathy lacks this knowledge, its most celebrated 
physiologist, &c., has pronounced it empirical^ which 
empiricism I have formerly discussed. 

Let us now hear the opinion of the editor of the 
Dublin Medical Journal, " Assuredly," says he, " the 
uncertain and unsatisfactory art which we call medical 
science is no science at all, but a mere jumble of 
inconsistent opinions, of conclusions hastily and often 
incorrectly drawn, of facts misunderstood, of compari- 
sons without analogy, of hypotheses without reason, 
and of theories, not only useless but dangerous." 

Now let us hear what the editor of the Practitioner 
has to say. 

Stand up Mr. Editor. Do you believe allopathic 
medicine is a science, that it has definite principles to 
guide it in prescribing, and has medicine made much 
progress ? 
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" Gentlemen, I am sorry to say, that while our own 
knowledge of the facts of disease, as well as of the 
facts of healthy physiological life, has made great 
progress of late years, therapeutics has remained very 
nearly where it was when Rousseau exclaimed, 
* Laissez-moi mourir^ mais ne me tmz pus* " 

The Late Sir John Forbes' (M.D.) Estimate 
OF Medicine. 

Sir John was in his day, only a few years ago at 
the head of the profession, known as a learned and 
honoured physician. He was for years editor of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Review, president of the 
British Medical Association, and a few years before 
his death he published the following, as his estimate 
of medicine : — 

" Firstly. — That in a large proportion of the cases 
treated by allopathic physicians, 'the disease is cured 
by nature and not by the^tu 

" Secondly. — That in a less, but still not a smaU 
proportion, the disease is cured by nature in spite of 
them, 

"Thirdly. — That consequently, in a considerable 
proportion of the diseases, it would fare as well, or 
better, with patients^ if all remedies, especially drugs^ 
were abandoned'* 

Now this is doubtless a conscientious verdict, one 
that no homoeopath could add to or extract from, and 
when we consider that it was given as Sir John's 
estimate of allopathy in 1845, when he wrote the 
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elaborate article in the Medical Ckirurgical Review 
on " Homoeopathy, Allopathy, and Young Phjrsic," we 
may presume he had well considered his verdict It 
requires scarcely to be stated that the indignation of 
the allopaths at this verdict was Vesuvian in its nature, 
and was the cause of their almost ostracising Sir 
John, but he had as his comfort the meits conscia recti 
(that he had done his duty). 

Indeed, the allopathic opposition to Sir John after 
this was so great that he had to relinquish issuing 
the Review^ as the medical profe^ion refused to read 
it after this deliverance of its editor. 

A friend told me a few days ago, he heard a pro- 
fessor of " Materia Medica " lecture in America, who 
said " that if all the drugs were cast into the sea, it 
would be good for mankind, but bad far the fsAes.'* 

All homoeopaths, and Sir John Forbes, too, were he 
alive, would heartily echo these sentiments, and were 
men wise in their own interests, they would also 
acquiesce therein and earnestly wish the annihilation 
of all drugs, but not medicine ; and herein is a great 
distinction, as drugs only become medicine when they 
are prepared and prescribed homoepathically, as will 
be noticed more fully hereafter. 

Let me take this opportunity of telling an anecdote 
which Dr. Jahr related, in a meeting of the Homoeo- 
pathic Society at Lifege, November 28, 1835. 

" Having finished my medical studies," said he, " I 
travelled in Germany to complete my education. I 
arrived one evening at a villa, whose proprietor invited 
me to partake of his hospitality. 
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He was an original and a very rich old man, and 
though he had been an invalid for many years, he did 
not neglect to do the honours of his wine-cellar with 
much pride. When he had learned my profession, he 
said, with some warmth, ' I shall take good care not 
to compliment you on that account ; I have a son, but 
I would rather make a hangman of him than a doctor.' 
Seeing I was struck dumb with this abrupt remark, 
he added, ' Listen, young man, you are travelling for 
your improvement, well ! I will give you a lesson which 
you may turn to some account. 

" * I have been ill more than twenty years. In the 
beginning of my illness I applied to two celebrated 
doctors, who could not agree about my complaint, 
therefore I took the medicine neither of the one nor 
of the other. I then began to travel about, and con- 
sulted not only the celebrated men in the faculty, but 
many of lesser note ; yet I have never been able to 
find two who were agreed, both as to the nature of 
the malady and of the treatment. After much fatigue 
and expense I returned home, convinced that medicine, 
so far from being a science, was but a vile trade^ 

" * Upon the whole, however, I gained something by 
it, and I will give you half of the profits.' Saying 
this, he took up a large book, like those used in 
counting-houses. *The pages of this enormous folio,' 
said he, opening it, * are divided into three columns. 
The first contains the names of the doctors consulted 
in the different countries where I travelled ; the second, 
the opinions they formed of my complaint ; the third, 
the prescriptions and advice I received. The total of 
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each of these columns is as follows : 477 doctors, 313 
different opinions, 832 prescriptions, containing 1,897 
different medicines. 

" * You see,' he continued, ' I have spared neither 
pains nor money. Had I found three doctors of the 
same opinion, I would have submitted to their treat- 
ment, but I have not been so fortunate. That I was 
not soon tired is proved by this register. It has been 
kept day by day with the most scrupulous care. And 
now, what do you think of medicine and doctors? 
Ohy what a farce ! Would you be so good,' said he, 
presenting me with a pen, * to add to my precious 
collection ? ' 

" I felt no inclination, but simply asked him if the 
name of Hahnemann figured in this novel martyr- 
ology. * Of course, of course ; look at No. 301.' I 
looked and read as follows : * Name of malady, O ; 
name of the remedy, O.' I asked the explanation of 
these zeros; the singular old gentleman answered, 

* This is by far the most rational and logical of the 
consultations. As the name of the disease does not 
concern me, says Hahnemann, I write O ; and as the 
name of the medicine is not your business, I also write 
O ; the cure is the only question. I would have 
followed this man's prescription, but unfortunately he 
was alone in his opinion, and I wanted three.' 

"After a few moments' reflection I asked him if, 
notwithstanding his fruitless efforts, he would not 
make a last trial, of which I guaranteed the result. 

* You will find,' said I, * not only three, but a great 
many more doctors agreed.' Notwithstanding his 
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incredulity, he consented to my proposition by way of 
amusement, and for the pleasure of adding a few 
to his big book. 

" We drew up a description of the complaint, and 
sent it to thirty-three homoeopathic doctors of different 
countries ; each letter contained a fee. I then took 
leave of my host 

" A short time ago he sent me a cask of Rhenish 
wine of 1822, and wrote, saying, * I have found twenty- 
two doctors agreed ; it is more than I dared hope. I 
therefore followed the treatment of the one who lives 
nearest to my home. I send you this cask of excellent 
wine lest I should drink too much of it myself, and 
that you may celebrate the restoration of my health. 
Here I am, thanks to you and homoeopathy, converted 
to medicine, and reconciled to the doctors.' " 

Our jury — the public — will, we imagine, now ex- 
claim, " Enough, enough ; we want no more evidence 
to prove that our verdict must be that * the allopaths 
have no law to guide them in prescribing, and there- 
fore must do so empirically' " 



X. 

HOMCEOPATHY AND EMPIRICISM. 

Homoeopathy has a law, similia similibus curantury 
to guide it in prescribing medicine, therefore is no 
quackery. As an illustration of this, I will relate the 
following fact. 
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On October 25, 1877, I ^^^9 consultation, a 
homceopathic physician, in a chronic case of disease 
of the stomach, bowels, kidneys, liver, and cancer of 
the womb, in a lady aged about sixty years, who had 
been a patient of mine for twenty years. 

After the physician had examined the lady's case, 
without asking me what medicine I was giving her, he 
took a pen and wrote a prescription and handed it to 
me for my consideration, when I saw that he had 
prescribed the same medicine as tliat which I was 
giving her ! 

This physician had practised homoeopathy for thirty 
years. When we saw the sameness of our prescriptions 
in such a complicated disease, we came to the conclu- 
sion that no two allopaths in London, even in a simple 
case, much less in such a formidable and complicated 
one as this, could have exhibited such a unity in their 
prescriptions. 

Nor is this a singular instance of such a unity, as 
disagreement in prescribing the suitable medicine for 
disease, among homoeopaths, is the exception and not 
the ruky thus proving to demonstration that the 
homoeopathic axiom of cure is not a mere theory, a 
dead letter, but an operative agency, a guiding prin- 
ciple, among homoeopathic doctors when prescribing 
for their patients. 
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XI. 

THIRD DISTINCTION, 

HomcEopathy administers one Allopathy, a variety of different 
medicine for a dose. drugs in one prescription. 

POLYPHARMACY. 

It has been hitherto observed that as homoeopaths 
have proved their medicines, they therefore prescribe 
one medicine at one time, and do not practise mixing 
medicines, which constitutes polypharmacy. The 
allopaths jumble together five or more different drugs 
in their mixtures and pills, hoping that if the one miss 
the mark the other may hit, which may be illustrated 
thus — 

Our soldiers formerly had, as a part of their 
weapons, blunderbusses, into which they rammed a 
lot of shot and fired them off pell-mell, with no 
certainty as to where the shots would go; but our 
soldiers now, being armed with weapons of precision 
— rifles — use but one bullet at one time, and almost 
know to a certainty how far it will go and where it 
will hit, because these rifles have been constructed on 
scientific principles, and fully proved. 

Thus it is with homoeopathic medicines, as these 
medicines have been scientifically proved; therefore, 
if we wish to quiet a raging fever, we give a medicine 
— aconite, e.g, — because its anti-febrifuge properties 
have been tested on healthy persons, and,^r^i?, accord- 
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ing to our law of cure, similia similibus curantur^ it 
becomes in fever a febrifuge, so that we have a prin- 
ciple to act upon in prescribing totally unlike the 
allopathic blunderbuss remedy. 

It may by some persons be considered that it is not 
fair to compare allopathic prescriptions to a blunder' 
buss. Since I wrote these remarks I have turned up 
an address which Sir Thos. Watson, M.D., the Nestor 
of medicine, delivered as his farewell address to the 
Clinical Society ^ in which he says, " I am only desirous 
that our arms should have the precision of the modern 
rifle, instead of the wild flight of the oldfashioned 
smoothbore," a remark which fully corroborates my 
illustration. 

Enlightened allopaths, since the days of Hippo- 
crates, have seen and acknowledged the unscientific 
nature of polypharmacy. 

Hear what Mons. Munaret, M.D., says on this 
subject. 

" Finally," says he, " it is not a question of crying 
up officinal preparations, but of submitting their 
specific nature to study, and of the simplification of 
our prescriptions, vainly insisted upon by all good 
practitioners, from Hippocrates to the present day. 
The mixture of medicines is t/ie daughter of ignorance^ 
said the old philosopher ; I add that polypharmacy is 
a very near relative of charlatanism^ which, by tacit 
understanding, screens the reputation of the second- 
rate practitioner^ and the interests of a profession' which 
is daily losing ground'* 
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XII. 

FOURTH DISTINCTION. 

HomcEopathy prescribes medi- Allopathy prescribes medicine 
cine in small doses, &c. in large and powerful doses, 

&c., which effect mischie£ 

INFINITESIMAL DOSES. 

Under this head the fourth contrast between 
homoeopathy and allopathy will be evidenced. When 
Hahnemann began to prescribe medicine upon the 
law of similia similibus ctirantur he discovered that 
when medicine was prescribed in accordance with this 
law, in crude doses, the disease was generally aggra- 
vated ; consequently, he prescribed smaller doses and 
carefully watched their effects, and was thus led to 
consider small doses more effectual than crude ones, 
especially when dynamized. 



DYNAMIZATION. 

This implies that a curative power is developed in 
medicine by submitting them to trituration and suc- 
cussion* This was another outcome of Hahnemann's 
inductive reasoning and experiments, as he discovered 
that when a small portion of a drug was triturated 
with a non-medicinal substance, such as sugar of 
milk, or succussed,. that is to say,, shaken, with a 
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certain quantity of alcohol to form a tincture, or a 
certain quantity of water to form a solution, the cura- 
tive properties of the medicine were increased, 

BLUE PILL, 

This may be illustrated by the manner in which 
this celebrated allopathic remedy — their " sheet- 
anchor," as it is called — is prepared. Here is the 
formula for the preparing of blue pill according to 
the present edition of the " British Pharmacopoeia " : 
"Take of mercury, two ounces; conserve of roses, 
three ounces ; liquorice root, in powder, one ounce. 
Rub the mercury with the conserve of roses until 
metallic globules are no longer visible, then add the 
liquorice, and mix the whole well together." 

Mercury in its crude state is inert as a medicine, 
but when rubbed, Le,^ triturated, with conserve of 
roses, becomes a powerful and active medicine. And 
why.? Because the act of trituration with conserve 
of roses has separated its globules into infinitesimal 
proportions no longer visible to the naked eye, and 
yet it is in these infinitesimal globules that the 
medicinal property of blue pill resides. 

When I was a pupil to Dr. C. many a pound of 
" blue pill mass " I thus prepared ; but Dr. C. was 
more particular in preparing this medicine than the 
directions given in the " British Pharmacopoeia," as he 
ordered it to be triturated until globules of mercury 
could not be discerned in the mass by a microscope 
which we kept for that purpose, as he said the more 
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it was triturated, the more the mercurial globules 
were rendered infinitesimal^ the greater was the 
efficacy of the pill ; and so particular was he to see 
that this was done, that he invariably examined each 
" mass " we made, and if he discerned any globules in 
it, he made us retriturate it ! 

It will therefore be evident that homoeopaths only 
practise, in the preparation of some of their medicines, 
a similar process to that of the allopaths in preparing 
their blue pill. Now, as the allopaths do not so much 
object to the axiom similia similibus curantur, as to 
that of infinitesimal doses, may I venture to inquire 
with what consistency they prescribe five grains of 
blue pill, and ignore prescribing the same quantity of 
the homoeopathic first trituration of mercury, as in 
five grains of blue pill there is about a grain and a 
quarter of mermry, and in the same quantity of the 
first decimal trituration of homoeopathic mercury there 
is about half a grain ! Some things by comparison 
appear ridiculous, as in the present case, in which the 
allopaths practise principles which they deride as un- 
philosophical when practised by others. Were allo- 
paths, however, duly to consider this similarity of 
their own " sheet anchor," as the blue pill is called, 
to the homoeopathic trituration, and would prepare 
other medicine by a similar process, it might lead 
them to admire instead of to pooh-pooh our tritura- 
tions, and might even induce them to accept the 
doctrine of similars in curing disease. 

I only use the above as an illustration of a tritura- 
tion, and as an argument ; but with no intention of 

4 
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implying &at ftom i rnti aAs grve as laige a dose 
mercury aa aITnpgHT??» as few tnffeerf» anjv homceo- 
paths would prr^crfhe for thor pgfipnfs any pnqMura- 
tioa of mgr uury Lower titan tbe secomi ddcimaly and 
this is w&ymercxixy prescribed by a homoEOpath never 
^abvatis diepatTirnt. 



XIIL 

tHE PHILOSOPHY, OR MODUS OPERANDI, 
OF IXFIXITESniAL DOSES, 

III tise year 1859 I published in the Htmmtfmtkic 
JSi^wat the following obserration on dtis subject, and 
1 see no reason, even after a period of moie than 
twenty years, to retract what I then mamtaitwyf 

* The title which I have chosen for my paper may 
d>oond somewhat pompons, and may even startle some 
of the readers of the Revieu: ; but before condemning 
me, I would crave a patient and attentive hearing: 

I would ask the reader to call to mind the 
wonders which the telescope and microscope have 
^achieved in the scientific world. Has not the tele- 
9icope dissipated the materialistic nebular theory of 
the * Vestiges of the Creation'? Did not the late 
Vf, Chalmers, in his * Lectures on Astronomy,* when 
^y>fnbaiing the teaching of Hume, find the microscope 
hi» mfM powerful instrument in combating that 
mfi^% atfguments ? Does it not speak, with a power 
Uf^miihWf in proof of a superintending Providencet 
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when it exposes before the wondering eye the teem- 
ing population of animalculae in a drop of water, or 
reveals the skill of that Master- Hand which lit up 
the ruby and sapphire dust that adorns an insect's 
wing? 

" As the illustrious Newton scaled the heavens with 
his telescope, and beheld the countless planets wheel- 
ing their rapid flights with regularity and decision — 

For ever singing as they shine, 
* The hand that made us is Divine,' 

did he not find one of the most convincing proofs 
that his theory of attraction and gravitation was in 
harmony with the philosophy of the spheres ? 

" For an exposition of the * philosophy of infinite- 
simal doses,' I have long thought that we ought to 
look to the aid of the microscope; Through the 
medium of that instrument we are able to throw light, 
upon the arcana of physiology, by exploring the ele- 
ments of animal and vegetable life:; and by proving 
the infinite smallness of those elements, we may infer 
the probability of their being influenced by even in- 
finitesimal portions of curative or poisonous medicine.. 
In this way we may hope to give the death-blow to 
the scepticism which ridicules us, and prove that there 
is more philosophy in our doses thaUi the allopathic 
materialist has hitherto supposed.. 

" Dr. Addison, an eminent allopathic physician, ia 
his recent works on 'Healthy and Diseased Struc- 
tures,' and * Cell Therapeutics,' has done great service 
to medical science ; as by his profound microscopical 
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researches therein published he has exhibited the true 
nature of disease and the proper method of meeting 
it by remedies. This I will now endeavour to explain. 
Dr. Addison, in ' Healthy and Diseased Structures,' 
remarks * that the problem of cure seems to consist in 
selecting a medicine which shall prove remedial^ by stop- 
ping the abnormal cell-growth^ before producing an in- 
furious influence upon any of the natural organs ;^ and 
he adds, * If experience prove that mercury will check 
tlie progress of a natural cell-growth^ before producing 
salivation^ surely we may endeavour to interpret the 
medical by the physiological fact' 

"In *Cell Therapeutics,* p. 75, he says ^ that the 
microscope has proved that all therapeutic operations are 
accomplished through the medium of a nucleated cell- 
growth! 

"Before we proceed, let us inquire what a 'cell* is? 
A * cell,' then, is the elementary part of organic life. 

" Schwann has shown that a cell only measures, 
w/ien fully developed^ the eight -hundredth part of a 
line ; and, according to the same authority, the ele- 
ment or granule of a cell is so small, that the most 
powerful microscope cannot exhibit it, although in- 
struments are now made to magnify 4,000,000 times ! 
We can therefore only guess how infinitesimal must 
be the commencement of a cell. If, then, disease 
begins in a normal cell-growth ; if a cell consists of 
a granule so small that the most powerful microscope 
cannot exhibit it ; and if it has been proved by 
microscopic observation that all therapeutic effects are 
accomplished through the medium of a cell-growth; 
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may we not, as Dr. Addison philosophically remarks, 
* interpret the medical by the physiological fact ?* 

" Reasoning then a priori, does it not follow that, 
if we wish to attack disease at its fons et origo, we 
must do so by medicines of such an infinitesimal 
character, as to be able just to act merely upon the 
infinitesimal granule or abnormal cell-growth in which 
diseases commence ?" 

Here, in my humble opinion, is the exposition of 
the modus operandi of infinitesimal doses. 

Another remark of Dr. Addison is of vital import. 
He tells us " that the problem of cure seems to con- 
sist in selecting a medicine which shall prove re- 
medial, by stopping the abnormal cell-growth, before 
producing an injurious influence upon any natural 
organ*^ 

There is immense philosophy in the above remark ; 
but because allopaths do not understand the pre- 
paration of medicines according to homoeopathic 
pharmacy, they cannot administer them, generally 
speaking, in a manner which will fulfil the conditions 
indicated by Dr. Addison. 

Witness, for example, the clumsy and unphiloso- 
phical manner in which mercury is administered by 
an allopath in liver disease.^ The origin of the 
disease is in " an abnormal cell-growth " of the liver ; 
and yet, to correct this, calomel is given, in large 
doseSy and, as a consequence, not only are the diseased 
cells attacked, but, as Dr. Addison justly observes, 
" injurious influences are produced upon the natural 
' See remarks on blue pill in Liver Disease. 
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organl^ as salivation and its injurious consequences 
are set up. 

Here we at once see one great boon bestowed by 
Hahnemann, as homoeopathic medicine is so pre- 
pared that injurious influences upon natural organs" 
are obviated; and the "abnormal cell-growth" is 
fully arrested, without any risk of salivation. 



A CONVERSATION WITH 
A PHYSIOLOGIST AND PATHOLOGIST ON 
DISEASE AND INFINITESIMAL DOSES. 

A few years since (October 14, 1878), I had an 
interview, through a matter of business, with a physio- 
logist and pathologist in his study, where I found 
him busily engaged in mounting physiological and 
pathological preparations, and in the course of our 
conversation we naturally (after having finished our 
business) turned to medical subjects. 

He had most beautiful cabinets filled with mounted 
specimens of disease, &c., and had on his tables most 
powerful microscopes. He very kindly exhibited to 
me numerous preparations of microscopical, patho- 
logical specimens, showing how diseases had ravaged 
the tissues, blood vessels, &c. I asked him if he 
believed that disease began in the nucleated cells ; to 
which he replied, " Certainly." Knowing he was an 
allopathic doctor, I apologized for intruding the fol- 
low ing question, " May it not, therefore, be according 
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to physiology, pathology, and therapeutics, to pre- 
scribe medicine in infinitesimal doses?" "Oh," said 
he, " that's a new idea to me. Look here," said he, 
" ril give you a hint," taking from a drawer in one of 
his cabinets a specimen of an injected kidney of a cat, 
and placing it under a microscope. " Here you will 
see that the injection which I used has permeated the 
cellular tissue, veins, &c., but has not entered into the 
ultimate cells, which, you will notice, are free from 
all tints of the injection " This was to me most in- 
teresting, as tending to establish my theory. " May 
I ask," said I, "if, supposing you had injected this 
kidney with an infinitesimal injection, whether yoM 
think it would have entered these cells ?" " It is just 
possible," said he. 

When I was leaving him, he gave me this specimen, 
as he saw it had deeply interested me, stating, " that 
as you are writing on the subject of infinitesimal 
doses, it might be useful to you." I had told him 
that I was writing on infinitesimals. 

If this be the physiological key which unlocks the 
mystery of infinitesimal doses, we at once comprehend 
how it is that infinitesimal doses of aconite in inflam- 
mations, &c., so speedily check the disease, as they 
at once reach the seat of the disorder — the nucleated 
cells — without having to become digested and assimi- 
lated, and enter into the absorbents and blood vessels, 
which material doses must do, even when homoeo- 
pathic, before they reach the ultimate cells. 
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HYPODERMIC INJECTIONS. 

Why is it that these injections of medicines — ^now 
so prevalent among the allopaths— containing an 
infinitesimal portion of medicine, act so speedily? 
Is it because the medicine in this infinitesimal portion, 
injected into the cellular tissue, enters almost directly 
into the cells ? and if so, why may not medicine, thus 
prepared, enter readily into these celb administered 
through the mouth ? May not the absorbents take up 
and transmit medicine, in infinitesimal doses ' in this 
way, as rapidly as by hypodermic injections? In 
fact, we homoeopaths have proof of this every day. 

I commend this hint to our allopathic brethren for 
their due consideration. 

This is an important subject for the public to care- 
fully consider, as large and repeated doses of medi- 
cine, even when they do good temporarily, leave 
behind them much mischief in the system ; as the 
patient has not only to recover from the results of the 
disease, but also from the injurious effects of the 
medicines, bleedings, &c. This may be readily illus- 
trated by noticing — 

XIV. 

PURGATIVE MEDICINES. 

These are remedies (?) which are still held in esti- 
mation, not only by the profession, but by the public 



J also, as advertisements of quack pills in almost every 
j newspaper and on almost every dead- wall and railway 
station testify ; but were it generally known that a 
state of constipation can be easily remedied by diet, 
regimen, and homoeopathic medicine, drastic medicine, 
such as compounds of blue pill, colocynth, rhubarb, 
gamboge, &c., would soon be out of repute. 

Many cases proving this assertion might easily be 
cited ; a few will be found in the Appendix hereto, in 
vhich it will be evidenced that homoeopathic medicine 
^ected cures of liver, stomach, &c., diseases, when 
allopathic, purgatives^ &c., had entirely failed. Indeed, 
it was the efficacy of homoeopathic medicine in my 
own case of dyspepsia and constipation, as heretofore 
referred to, which converted me to homoeopathy; 
thousands could also testify to the same in their 
cases. 

There are cases of constipation in which a dose of 
medicine, such as castor oil, or some vegetable 
aperient, gives relief for the time, but does not cure 
the cause of the constipation ; nor do I hesitate in 
such cases to prescribe it, as I find it an aid in help- 
ing the really curative medicine to effect its physio- 
logical changes in the system more speedily, and thus 
hasten the cure ; and here I fear some homoeopaths 
are censurable in adhering too much to, it may be, a 
prejudiced opinion in refusing to administer a simple 
aperient — when if they did, they would find the real 
homoeopathic medicine much assisted in its curative 
action, by having some morbid matter, acrid bile, 
offensive and irritating faeces, &c., removed from the 
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biliary ducts and alimentary canal, thus permitting 
the homoeopathic medicine to act more directly upon 
the seat of the disease. 

While believing this, I by no means wish it to be 
inferred that I am advocating purgative medicine as 
curative, as my experience is that I never saw a case 
of constipation, whatever its cause, cured by purga- 
tion. I merely view aperient, not purgative, medicine 
as an adjunct in assisting homoeopathic medicines 
occasionally. 

Purgative medicines irritate the exceedingly deli- 
cate and sensitive mucous and nervous membrane of 
the stomach, liver, and bowels, and cause them, not 
only to pour out fceces, but establish in the system an 
immense irritation, which continues to so worry the, 
liver, stomach, bowels, that pints of watery fluids are 
ejected, containing much matter which the absorbents 
and lacteals would have assimilated into blood, muscle, 
and bone, and thus strengthened the system ; but 
instead of this, they violently and injuriously cast out 
as refuse that which, if nature had been permitted to 
perform her due functions upon it, would have aided 
in building up the system — ^just as our chemists are 
now beginning to understand that the contents of 
sewers are the best manures to produce grass, &c., and 
which give us plenty of good beef and mutton to 
nourish us. Dean Swift said that on every fast-day he 
always dined off a roast round of beef, and when re- 
monstrated with by a ritualist, he said, " My good 
fellow, that beef reminds me that all flesh is grass ; " 
and the Dean might have carried his disintegrating 
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and synthetical molecular illustration further back, 
and said, " Perhaps the grass, thus transformed by the 
molecular combination which produced the beef, grew 
chiefly from manure." 

Purgatives, like bleeding, give relief for the time, 
hence their popularity, but their result eventually is a 
weakening process, which, like the horse-leech, cries, 
" Give, give." 

Homoeopathy has done much to prove that purga- 
tives are not a sine qud non, but notwithstanding all 
the philosophy, physiology, pathology, and chemistry, 
which may testify that purgative medicines are in- 
jurious to the human organization, so long as English- 
men are fond of good cheer, and believe that a pill 
before dinner and a strong one after enable them to 
enjoy their sumptuous repast, and get rid on the 
following days of some of its mischief in the stomach 
and liver, though with a large draw upon their organic 
bank, it is to be feared that all efforts to prove such 
purgatives hurtful will be " love's labour lost." 

I am quite convinced of this, that city dinners, and 
all such convivialities, tend not only to derange diges- 
tion, but, as a physiological corollary, cause much 
suffering, produce irritable tempers, litigious spirits, 
reckless trading, and take j^^rj from the lives of those 
who indulge in them. 

It is a wholesome provision that the Lord Mayor's 
term of office is only for a year, as even with the aid 
of pills, a few years of such a life would be death. Dr. 
Johnson once said, that he never saw a large dinner 
laid on the table, without seeing among the dishes 
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gouts, dropsies, fevers, lethargies, dyspepsias, irritable 
tempers, &c. ; and he might have also added, boxes of 
pills and bottles of potions, as supposed correctives, 
but which only increase the mischief from such 
dinners. 

Perhaps some of my city friends may think these 
remarks severe, but I am certain that, on reflection 
they will inwardly feel that the remarks are just and 
true, and prompted by no spirit of hostility, but quite 
the reverse. 



A SAD LETTER ON ALLOPATHY. 

These remarks may be properly closed by giving 
an extract from a letter written to a homoeopathic 
doctor by a gentleman of high position and influence 
in the Madras presidency, whose young and beautiful 
wife, during an illness, had been treated allopathically. 
He says — " I have had a cruel blow, and though fully 
recognizing God's hand, I cannot shut my eyes to 
the tortures that were inflicted. The case was a 
serious and complicated one, and, because of my 
ignorance of disease, I had to be a passive but suffer- 
ing beholder of her inflicted tortures. My heart 
bleeds as I recall her poor sad form blistered^ tom^ 
and drenched with purges. But I thank God she was 
saved much suffering by the coma^ which prevented 
her feeling. 

"My great earthly object in life — the love of a 
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precious wife — having thus been dashed to the earth, 
I now desire to devote my time to the mastering of 
the science of homoeopathy. 

" The agonies my beloved wife had to endure at the 
hands of the allopaths have made me loathe their 
system most cordially ; and I believe that the true 
heaven-born theories of Hahnemann are destined to 
overcome the giant but rotten fabric now thought 
orthodox, and destined to relieve the ills of man 
universally." 

This is a sad narrative, but how many, alas ! could 
join in the mournful strains ; as thousands must have 
witnessed even worse sick-room horrors than these, 
under allopathy, i 



REFLECTIONS ON ALLOPATHIC 
HOSPITALS. 

Thank God, I now behold nothing of those bar- 
barities practised in the name of science upon suffering 
creatures, though I hear much of them ; but I never 
go past those noble institutions — our hospitals — with- 
out a shudder at the thought of such buildings bemg 
under the control, medically, of the allopaths, as I 
know full well the system of medical, exhaustive, and 
unscientific treatment the poor patients have to 

' See Allopathic and Homoeopathic Nurseries contrasted. 
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endure ; often proving, I doubt not, the old adage — 
" that the remedy is worse than the disease." 

A few extracts from the Report of the Casualty 
Department of St. Bartholomew's Hospital for 1877, 
issued by Dr. Bridges, will demonstrate the truthful* 
ness of the above remarks. 

He says, 159,947 patients were prescribed for as 
out-patients in 1877, Le,, at the rate of about 439 per 
diem \ but, be it observed, these, by a system of some 
legerdemaifiy are examined and prescribed for in two 
hours— from nine till eleven o'clock— that is to say, 
at the rate of 3^ per minute ! 

Dr. Bridges now explains how this dexterous pre- 
scribing was accomplished. 

He says, " A certain number of drugs and lotions 
are kept for common use, such as emetics, drastics, 
tonics, astringents, and emollients of questionable 
efficacy. Small tickets, bearing the initials of these, 
medicines, are freely distributed to the physicians, 
who give them freely to the patients, who show them 
at a window, with a bottle, which is at once filled 
from the corresponding jug * M ' or * N,' as the case 
may be." 

Dr. Bridges saw himself in one year, 30,940 patients, 
among whom he distributed 200,000 of the " Queen 
Anne's " mixture, which is composed of quassia and 
iron ! 

The manner in which Dr. Bridges says patients 
suffering from throat complaints are examined is 
truly comical, ridiculous, and absurd. He says, " they 
were set on one side till a long row of them had been 
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collected to justify my rising from my seat, to visit 
them all with the spatula." 

This is the treatment to which poor patients are 
subjected at the richest and most popular of our hos- 
pitals, and this is the comical and ludicrous practice 
which hundreds of young men witness who are being 
educated for the medical profession ! And yet this is 
the hospital par excellence^ which has attached to it 
learned and popular professors, to teach scientific 
medicine^'* as they say ; which scientific medicine be- 
comes in practice routinism, mechanical medicine, 
without the slightest pretension to justify any effort 
at science, in fact, rampant quackery ; and thus deludes 
thousands who go there to receive, as they believe, 
scientific treatment, but instead of a fish they receive 
a serpent in the shape of medicine labelled " M " and 
" N," poured out of jugs \ the patients* throats ex- 
amined by the score in seriated lines in a minute or 
two, by the same spatula^ without being washed after 
each examination, and thus perhaps made the medium 
of communicating infection from one patient to 
another, where such infection may be present ! 

On reading this specimen of orthodox (?) practice to 
a gentleman, he exclaimed," Oh that we had a Dickens 
to hold it up to public ridicule and contempt ! " 

While noble, generous souls, full of pity towards 
their suffering fellow-creatures, have endowed these 
should-be Bethels of Mercy, and while the public 
philanthropically pour into hospital coffers their 
treasures, and while all that good nursing, generous 
food, cleanliness, &c.,, can accomplish for the comfort 
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of the patient are carried out — ^yet how sad to think 
that each of the poor patients is drenched with physic, 
bled, blistered, &c., and, worse than all, every one of 
them is made more or less the subject of medical 
and surgical experiments! Whereas, were hospitals 
homoeopathic, all these things, as regards medicine, 
would be changed, and these national institutions 
would in truth become very Medical Bethels^ conferring 
blessings innumerable on the inmates, without their 
having to endure any tortures from drugs, bleeding, 
blistering, &c. 

When will the public arouse themselves to see these 
things, and shake off the medical barbarism of even 
the present day ? 



VENESECTION, OR BLEEDING. 

What pen or tongue could express the incalculable 
mischief which has been wrought by the lancet ? 
Happily in these days it is not much used, as homoeo- 
pathy has, I venture to affirm, almost entirely put into 
the shade the injurious shedding of human blood as 
a therapeutic agent ; as were a doctor to propose 
bleeding his patients, as practised only thirty years 
ago, he would speedily find that patients would cease 
to consult him ; even in cases of inflammation and 
apoplexy, in which the lancet was a few years ago 
considered a sine qud non^ its use is the exception and 
not the rule as heretofore, even among the allopaths. 
Why this revolution ? 
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Because allopaths have seen that homoeopaths cure 
such diseases without resorting to venesection ; besides, 
both pathology and physiology have demonstrated 
the injurious and erroneous nature of venesection as 
a therapeutic or curative agent, as it deprives the 
system of the red globules of the blood, and conse- 
quently reduces the recuperative powers of the patients, 
entailing a tedious state of convalescence, requiring in 
many cases years before the assimilative organs can 
again replace the red globules of the blood drawn from 
the arteries and veins by bleeding. Besides, the blood 
is the life^ and it is a most irrational proceeding, when 
life is ebbing away, as in disease, to aid this process by 
extracting the very life-blood from the system. How 
many have died from being bled in apoplexy, thou- 
sands could testify, had they now a tongue. Yes, 
blood is the great factor in the animal economy, for 
in it are contained the requisite solids and fluids for 
building up the body — forming muscle, bone, tissue — 
in fact, even mind and thoughts themselves. 

I state this in no materialistic spirit, as I know, 
from my own consciousness, from the mental pheno- 
mena of every-day life, from the very fact that the 
muscular power which is now guiding my pen as I 
write these lines, and the spirit which is dictating 
them, though accomplishing these results by and 
through the material organization of atoms and mole- 
cules formed into brain, and also into muscular fibres, 
that there is a potency, an immaterial something, a 
spiritual influence far above atoms and molecules, in 
eternal existence. 

5 



so 

Now as the chief part of the blood, which is sup- 
posed to be the factor of life, is the red globules, and 
as these red globules are only about the go^oo ^ of ^ 
line in diameter, and thousands of them even in a drop 
of blood, how culpable it is to deprive the body of 
these life-generating globules in disease by bleeding. 

I now look back with absolute horror on the de- 
struction of these globules which must have been 
effected in my pupil and allopathic days by the 
numerous bleedings which I then performed. But, as 
the apostle Paul said, when he reflected upon his per- 
secuting the Christians, " I did it ignorantly ; " so can 
I say, if this be any balm to a wounded conscience ! • 

Some time ago, a lady who had had a severe attack 
of inflammation of the lungs, complicated with heart 
disease, said to me, " Doctor, don't you think that the 
reason why your medicines have acted so speedily 
upon my disease is because I have never been bled, 
and have taken no strong allopathic medicines for the 
last thirty years, and, consequently, am not debilitated ; 
neither have I remaining in my system any of the 
latent effects of allopathic drugs ? " 

To which I replied, " You are both physically and 
physiologically correct." 

This lady, though she has had a large family, was 
sufficiently recovered from l^er illness in about a fort- 
night to leave hojue for a change of air. 
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XV. 

FIFTH DISTINCTION. 

Homoeopathy prescribes ac- Allopathy prescribes, asa rule, 
cording to the symptoms which for the nam^ of the disease, 
a diseased state of the body 
produces. 

Homoeopathy, in taking the symptoms of the dis- 
ease for its guide in selecting the suitable medicine 
for the disease, listens to the voice of suffering nature, 
as expressed by pains, objective symptoms, such as 
the pulse, tongue, stethoscope, clinical thermometer, 
&c., and learns from these distinct utterances, not 
only the nature of the disease, but also the medicine 
to prescribe ; whereas, although allopathy takes notice 
of these symptoms too, it is chiefly with the intention 
of ascertaining the name of the disease, in order that 
they may prescribe accordingly. 

But as diseases vary very much, owing to different 
constitutions, and as no two persons are possessed of 
either physical or psychological functions alike^ it will 
be apparent how unscientific it is to prescribe for the 
name of a disease — as 

" a rose 

By any other name would smell as sweet ; " 

and although a certain number of symptoms be 
classified, as, for instance, under the name of asthma, 
it is a physiological fact that asthma, like any other 
disease, exhibits a different train of symptoms ac- 
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cording to the constitution of the patient ; but, not- 
withstanding, as a rule, allopaths prescribe for the 
name^ and not the disease. Sufferings only constitute 
a disease, be they called by what name we may choose. 

I will illustrate this by citing the following fact, 
extracted from the British Medical Joumaly December 
28, 1878:— 

A " Puzzled Practitioner " wrote to the editor, 
stating that he had been treating for some time a 
case of spasmodic asthma, but without any beneficial 
results, that he was now anxious to have hints from 
his brother practitioners as regards their treatment 
of asthma. 

Now carefully observe, he merely said it was a case 
of spasmodic asthma that was puzzling him. He 
narrated not a single symptom — whether the asthma 
was acute or chronic, whether caused by heart or lung 
disease, worse by night or day, the character or fre- 
quency of the paroxysms, &c. — and, notwithstanding, 
his inquiry elicited the following replies from four 
allopathic orthodox physicians : — 

PURE SPASMODIC ASTHMA. 

Sir, — In answer to "A Puzzled Practitioner's" inquiry, I 
would suggest a trial of the following remedy, which has afforded 
great relief to like suffering patients that have been under the 
care of yours truly, 

A Physician. 

R Tinct. stramonii, tinct. conii, sp. aetheris, aa 3iss ad 3ii ; 
potassae bicarbon. 9 v : infusi lupuli ad §vi. M. Ft. mistura, 
cujus capiat cochlearia magna horis duabus post cibum bis terve 
die. 
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Sir, — In answer to "Puzzled Practitioner" in your last 
number, I have found the following very useful in spasmodic 
asthma. B» Tinct. lobeliae inflatae 3iss. ; spir. ammoniac comp. 
3ii ; potasse bicarbon. 5 ; aetheris chlorici 5 ; aquae camphorae 
q. s. ad §vi. Two tablespoonfuls to be taken every four hours. 
—Yours faithfiilly, Alfred Charlton. 

6 1, Clarence Road, Lower Clapton, 
Dec. 14th, 1878. 

Sir, — I would recommend " A Puzzled Practitioner *' to 
try " Himrod's Asthma Cure.'* It may be procured from New- 
bery and Sons, 37, Newgate Street. I have found it more 
generally useful than the inhalation of chloroform, ether, or 
nitrite of amyl. It is an American remedy, and I think must 
be prepared from some solanaceous plant. For use, a small 
quantity is burnt on a plate, and the smoke inhaled. — Yours 
truly, George Birt, M.B., Lond. 

Sir, — Change of residence is one of the most potent aids in 
treating asthma. Some persons (myself for one) suffer only in 
dry smoky fogs, such as are alone seen in London, Manchester, 
&c. I left London seven years ago from this cause, and now 
live in a town of 40,000 people near the Thames, where the fogs 
are damp, and in these I do not suffer. I have seen exactly the 
reverse, however : the country affects some, London agreeing. 
But I have seen two cases where the house was obviously the 
exciting cause. In both cases the houses had dry rot at some 
period, and smelt fusty, with a sour sort of smell before rain. 
The drugs I have found of use are sulphate of zinc, bromide of 
of potassium, sedatives— such as henbane or conium — rarely 
opiates. On the other hand, stimulants occasionally relieve. 
The best cigarettes for smoking (so far as my experience goes) 
are some made by Butler, McCuUoch, and Co., of Covent 
Garden, London (is. 6d. per box) : they contain stramonium. 
" Cigars de Joy " relieve some, but are best smoked cut up and 
put into the bowl of a clean pipe. I have seen both forms re- 
lieve a severe attack, which usually lasted some hours, in a few 
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minutes, enabling the patient (a lad aged 13) to lie down after 
smoking. In diet, cheese, beer, and late suppers should be 
avoided. If a patient smoke stramonium cigarettes, it is well 
to smoke directly the attack threatens ever so slightly, to try 
and break the " habit " of recurrent attacks. — I am. Sir, &c., 

M.D. and B.A. 

I think my readers will now conclude that the evi- 
dence is complete in proving that allopaths frequently 
prescribe for the name of a disease and not the disease 
Itself, and that their prescriptions for even the name 
of a disease are as different as possible. 

I would especially call attention to this astounding 
fact, that one of the doctors who answered the "Puzzled 
Practitioner" was George Birt, M.D., London, and 
that he recommended a quack medicine — Himrod's 
Asthma Cure ! " Thus an orthodox (?) M.D., of the 
London University, does not consider it infra dig. or 
unorthodox to prescribe a "quack medicine," but 
would doubtless think it profoundly derogatory to his 
orthodoxy — save the mark — to prescribe a homoeo- 
pathic medicine ! 
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XVI. 

HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINES AND THEIR 
PREPARATIONS CONSIDERED. 

Medicines are prepared in three different ways — 
Firstly — By Trituration, that is, in powders. 
Secondly — In Globules or pilulas. 
Thirdly — In Tinctures. 

Triturations, pilulas, and tinctures are generally 
prescribed, as few now prescribe globules. 

For myself, I can only say that I have for many 
years almost discarded globules, as I am never quite 
certain whether, in their preparation, the medicine 
has been absorbed into them, whereas in triturations 
and tinctures, one is certain to have the medicine ; 
therefore I prefer to run no risks in my prescriptions. 

The little globule, however, has achieved a noble 
work, as some forty years ago it was the almost 
universally prescribed form of medicine, and effected 
many cures, thereby proving that medicinal efficacy 
was in it. 

But in this also there has been a change, and the 
more certain form of medicines — ^tinctures and tritura- 
tions — have now taken its place. 

Many persons believe that tinctures and triturations 
are much stronger than globules. This is, however, 
not necessarily so, as if the medicine has entered the 
globule or pilula in their preparation, they are quite 
as potent as the other preparations, being each pre- 
pared from their respective tinctures; unless in the 
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case of medicines from the mineral kingdom, in which 
case they can only be prepared by trituration, in the 
first instance, as such medicines are not soluble in 
alcohol, and must therefore be made into powder by 
trituration, 

XVII. 

STATISTICS. 

I will here introduce the following table of statistics, 
which will show the relative merits of the two systems 
of medicine. 

ALLOPATHY. 



Diseases. 


Cases. 


Died. 


Pef cent. 


1. Dysentery 

2. Typhoid Fever ... 

3. Diarrhoea ... , 

4. Pneumonia, In-) 
flammation of Lungs j 


30 
10 
106 

23 


21 
7 
23 

12 


70 
70 
22 


Average mortality, 37^ per cent. 


HOMCEOPATHY. 


Diseases. 


Cases. 


Die<J, 


Per cent. 


1. Dysentery 

2. Typhoid Fever 

3. Diarrhoea 

4. Pneumonia 


32 
39 
95 
13 


O 
2 










Average mortality, per cent. 
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These figures have been carefully compiled from 
hospital reports. 

CHOLERA STATISTICS. 

When this disease raged so fatally in 1854, Dr. 
Macloughlin, Medical Inspector of the General Board 
of Health — an allopath, of course — appointed by the 
Government to inspect the hospitals, testified that 
under allopathy the mortality was 59 per cent, while 
under homoeopathy it was only 16 per cent. 

Dr. Routh, though writing against homoeopathy, is 
obliged to affirm that in the hospitals of Vienna, 
Liepsic, London, Edinburgh, Liverpool, &c., the 
average mortality in all diseases was — 

In allopathic hospitals ... 10*5 per cent. 
In homoeopathic „ ... 4*4 „ 



YELLOW FEVER. 

It may be very interesting to introduce here a testi- 
mony to the efficacy of homoeopathic treatment in the 
above fell disease, which was both prevalent and fatal 
in America. 

In the Standard newspaper, November 7, 1878, a 
correspondent, writing from New Orleans, says " that 
one hundred and twenty-seven cases have been treated 
homoeopathically, with only one death — whereas the 
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mortality under allopathic treatment is from 30 to 50 
per cent. ! " 

The writer says this is the result of allopathic heroic 
treatment, as it is called, from using drastic medicines, 
&c., which do not cure the disease, but, on the contrary, 
produce exhaustion and death. 

This result of homoeopathy in yellow fever has, he 
says, given a great impulse to homoeopathy, as men 
now see how almost useless the heroic treatment is, 
and how excellent the homoeopathic system is. What 
an astonishing contrast is here — allopathy loses at 
least 40 per cent, of its patients ; homoeopathy only 
about per cent ! 

It is stated that 12,000 persons have died of the 
fever in the United States, and that it has cost 

;£'40,000,000. 

What a saving of lives and money would homoeo- 
pathy have effected in this instance, and is not this 
an example which ought imperatively to compel an 
investigation into drug medication in disease. This 
will be noted in our next section. 



XVIII. 

PREVENTIVE AND CONSERVATIVE 
MEDICINE. 

This ought to be the chief study of the physician, 
j.^., how he may best prevent and arrest disease, and 
also how best to conserve the vital energies of the 
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patient in disease, and likewise during convalescence. 
Medical men and the Government of late years have 
devoted much attention to sanitary subjects. House 
drainage and ventilation, pure food and drink, pure 
air, pure drugs, unadulterated alcoholic liquors, have 
received much attention. ** The house we live in," 
our body, has been the object of all these sanitary 
labours ; analytic chemists have been appointed to 
investigate our food and drink, sanitary surveyors to 
examine houses, sewers, &c., and see that no noxious 
air enters our houses from manufactories — all very 
proper ; but will the time ever come when our legis- 
lators shall have such a paternal care over the public 
health as to forbid noxious drugs to be administered 
in disease, which render impure the blood in the 
arteries and veins, irritate the nervous tissues of .the 
brain and muscles, corrupt the juices circulating in 
the capillaries, arteries, veins, and absorbents ? 

I am opposed to interfering with the public liberty ; 
still, when questions such as these, which so intimately 
affect the public morals and health, are concerned. 
Government might be well employed in enacting a 
law which would at least compel an investigation 
whether it is not possible to cure most diseases by 
innoxious medicines, such as the homoeopathic, in- 
stead of pouring into the sewers of the body in 
disease, noxious drugs extracted from the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms, and, if found — as found it 
certainly would be — that diseases can be more 
speedily, safely, and rationally cured by non-poisonous 
medicines, it might enact a law to absolutely forbid 
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the present system of drug medication, which kills 
more that it cures. 

This would be a revolution in medicine worthy of 
a paternal Government, and one which would be a 
blessing to humanity, inasmuch as it would add 
increased corporeal happiness and longevity to the 
people, and thus conserve numerous lives, and save 
enormous money, as has been already mentioned in 
the remarks on "Yellow Fever in America," "Cholera," 
&c. 

Besides, homoeopathic medicines, if judiciously used 
and taken in time, would, if not prevent disease, at 
all events check its progress greatly, and render its 
course a mild one, and thus mightily conserve, the 
strength of the patient. ^ 

INSURANCE OFFICES & HOMOEOPATHY. 

One or two offices in London, and several in 
America, have investigated the relative merits of 
homoeopathy and allopathy in the cure of disease ; 
and as from statistics they have found that homoeo- 
pathy cures more patients than allopathy, branches 
have been established in connection with these offices, 
wherein those that are homoeopathic are insured at 
a much less premium than the allopathic public, as 
statistics have proved that the homoeopaths live 
longer than the allopaths, thus proving that, even in 
a commercial aspect, homoeopathy is at a premium ! 

See cases of diphtheria and remarks thereon. 
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XIX. 

HOMCEOPATHY AND CHILDREN'S 
DISEASES. 

According to the Registrar General's reports, about 
one-third of the children born die before they attain 
the age of five years. Now, as the diseases which 
cause this fearful mortality are generally what are 
called eruptive diseases, measles, scarlet-fever, 
chicken pox, together with croup, bronchitis, diphtheria, 
and those diseases incidental to the teething and 
nursing periods, it becomes us, socially, politically, 
and medically, to determine if anything can be done 
to arrest this mortality. 

I affirm, from an experience of twenty-six years' 
active and extensive homoeopathic practice, that much 
can be done if the medical men and the public would 
only act rationally, and allow science and facts to 
guide them, instead of routine and prejudice. I fear- 
lessly state, without fear of contradiction, that ever 
since I practised as a homoeopath I have not had a single 
death from any of the above diseases. Should any one 
doubt this, I refer such to the Registrar- General, 
whose register will at once testify whether a death 
from any of these diseases has been certified by me.^ 

* I had one case of diphtheria which was really cured, but the 
patient's mother brought him, when convalescent, into a cold room 
without a Jire, in the month of March ; the consequence was he caught 
a severe chill, which produced a relapse, and he died in a few days. 



62 



Was this result owing to skill, or the efficacy of the 
remedies used ? To both, but chiefly to the efficacy 
of the medicines and the manner in which they were 
used, as the greatest scientific skill and knowledge 
of the etiology, physiology, and pathology of these 
diseases avail but little if proper therapeutic medicine 
be not prescribed. This is sufficiently evident by the 
immense mortality of these diseases under the most 
skilful allopathic treatment. 

Now, each of these children's diseases, as well as 
each of their infantile ailments, incidental to the stage 
of teethingy improper foody bad nursing, &c., begin with 
feverish symptoms, which are almost easily arrested 
by a few doses of aconite, Pulsatilla, chamomilla, 
belladonna, spongia, tartarate of antimony, &c., and 
the consequence is that those families who have 
become homoeopaths have, as a rule, healthy children, 
because the diseases to which they are liable are 
speedily cured ; and numerous children's diseases are 
checked in their first incursion by a dose or two of 
homoeopathic medicines, which are readily taken by 
the children, as the medicines, as a rule, are tasteless, 
and never do any mischief to the system as the strong 
doses of calomel, grey powder, rhubarb, &c., of the 
allopaths invariably do. 
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XX. 

THE ESOTERIC ASPECTS OF HOMCEO- 
PATHY. 

Let us now take a glance at a sick-room under 
allopathy, and a sick-room under homoeopathy. 

A sick-room under allopathy presents an as- 
tonishing array, as Burns expresses it in his " Death 
and Dr. Hornbook," of 

** A' kinds of boxes, mugs, and bottles," 

some full, some half empty, containing mixtures, pills, 
and potions of heterogeneous and nauseous drugs, 
the swallowing of which by the child produces many 
a rueful face, not to mention the tortures of leeching, 
blisters, &c. 

How often did I witness terror depicted on the 
countenance of my little patients, when I entered 
the nursery, and the scenes which occurred at the 
administration of the medicine — screams, kicking, 
protests, contortions, &c., and at last an attempt 
made to give the little protester the pill, powder, or 
potion vi et armisy but which too often ended in the 
medicine being ejected or half spilt, and then the 
mother or nurse^ after this fierce combat, ending the 
struggle by exclaiming, "There now, good child, 
there's a lollipop or bit of sugar for you." 

But now let us leave these disagreeable rooms, and 
these protesting and screaming nurseries, and enter a 
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room or nursery of a homoeopathic family, and what 
a change, what an evolution do we behold ! 

No array of bottles with long labels tied to the 
necks — " when taken to be well shaken ; " no pill 
boxes, &c., on the mantelpiece or table ; no " rueful 
look and grim " on the faces of the little patients — ^all 
that is seen in the way of medicine is a tumbler, 
wine-glass, or porcelain jar, with apparently a little 
water only in it. 

During my homoeopathic career, many thousands 
of congratulations have I received from mothers and 
nurses upon this change, and those that had hitherto 
been accustomed, in their allopathic days, to the 
"drenching system," have frequently told me that 
they dreaded the hour for giving the medicines, 
and sometimes would omit giving them rather than 
torture their suffering children by administering them. 

Would that some one, gifted with the pen or pencil 
of a Cruikshank, would give us a caricature or a 
painting for the Royal Academy,' contrasting an 
allopathic sick nursery with a homoeopathic one ! 

If this were done with effect, I venture to affirm 
that it would appeal to the tender affections of 
mothers and fathers with an irresistible loathing of 
allopathy, and tend more to place the blessings of 
homoeopathy before them than a thousand lectures, 
lectures, pamphlets, &c., on the two systems of 
medicine. 
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XXI. 

NARCOTICS IN DISEASE. 

Drugs, such as opium, morphia, henbane, chloro- 
form, &c., produce a state of coma, that is to say, 
destroy a sense of pain and consciousness ; ^but hoyr 
far a medical man is justified, or is responsible, 
for producing such a state, in God*s sight, is a 
psychological question which I shall not presume to 
answer. 

One may, however, affirm, without fear of contra- 
diction, that it becomes a serious thing to deprive a 
fellow-creature, in his or her last hours of life on 
earth, of consciousness, by opiates, when the spirit is 
about to depart to its Creator. 

For my part, nothing would induce me to incur 
such a responsibility, and I am thankful to say that 
homoeopathic medicines do, as a rule, lull pain, 
without in the least affecting the consciousness of 
the patient, which is of itself an inestimable blessing 
— thus producing a euthanasia, or easy death, almost 
free from pain, realizing the Scripture definition of 
death—" He fell asleep." 
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XXII. 

HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINES, AS PRE- 
SCRIBED, ARE NOT POISONS. 

This is a most important outcome of homoeopathy, 
as its medicines are prescribed in a preparation which 
will only act curatively and not as a poison^ so that in 
administering these medicines, should a mistake in 
the dose occur, or the wrong medicine be taken in a 
large dose, no injurious effects would result ; thus, 
were homoeopathy practised universally, we should 
never hear of a death from taking the wrong medi- 
cine, as is frequently the case in allopathy. 

Allopathic doctors and the public use this non- 
poisonous nature of the homoeopathic medicine as a 
most damaging argument in their estimation of the in- 
utility of the medicine ; but this rs because they do not 
understand that homoeopathic medicines are admini- 
stered in disease to produce curative effects, and not 
to cause physical or poisonous results. 

For example, allopaths prescribe BLUE PILL IN 
LIVER, &c., DISEASE, and the result is, in nine cases 
out of ten,, great debility, purgation, and, worse than 
all, salivation, ensue ; consequently the gums and 
teeth are rendered tender, spongy, and loose, a result 
which must be obtained before, as the allopaths say, 
the disease can be cured ; homoeopaths, on the con- 
trary, can cure these diseases much more quickly and 
safely, by administering even mercury without any of 
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these direful effects on the gums and teeth, and why ? 
Simply because the medicines are prescribed, as above 
stated, in infinitesimal and curative doses^ thus enabling 
them to act upon the diseased cells^ as formerly stated ; 
so that instead of homoeopathic medicines being ridi- 
culed as useless and inert in disease, they ought to be 
hailed and appreciated as a great boon to humanity — 
which they are to those who know their value. 



MOTHER TINCTURES, &c. 

These tinctures, being prepared from the different 
plants, herbs, flowers, &c., by saturation in alcohol, are 
undoubtedly strong poisons, such as aconite, bella- 
donna, nux vomica, veratrum, and camphor, &c. ; but 
as medicines in these strong preparations are so 
seldom used, and when they are thus prescribed are 
administered in small doses, poisonous effects could 
scarcely occur, however much one may consider their 
prescription unphilosophic, as we have already stated. 



XXIII. 

PROGRESS OF HOMCEOPATHY, AND ITS 
INTRODUCTION INTO ENGLAND. 

Although homoeopathy was only discovered ninety 
years ago, it has already converted thousands of 
medical men from allopathy to homoeopathy, in every 
part of the world; and were it not that the allopaths 
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have all the schools and hospitals under their control 
and teaching, together with the immense interest in 
drugs, homoeopathy would even ere this have over- 
thrown the system of drug medication in disease and 
brought homoeopathy into almost universal practice. 

But, notwithstanding all tthese old-established walls 
and barricades of allopacthy, the .tiny though powerful 
guns of homoeopathy have made, and are continuing 
to make, wide breaches in these allopathic ramparts, 
which must be demdlished in these days of science, 
when we know that " atoms and molecules contain the 
potency of every form of matter." By and by nauseous 
material drugs will be exhibited in museumSy as ancient 
relics of the nineteeth century ^ to show to succeeding 
and more enlightened generations :the disgusting 
compounds swallowed by men, even in the nineteenth 
century, as medicine — ^just as we now shudder, with 
a sickening repulsiveness, when we think of the toad^ 
brains and other nauseous and horrible mixtures 
which our forefathers took as medicine, with in\plicit 
faith, being prescribed by the faculty J 

Dr. Erederick Foster Quin, who departed this life 
November 30, 1878, was about the first, if not the 
first, to introduce homoeopathy into London. 

He wa« a young and talented countryman of my 
own, an Irishman, and, after receiving his degree, he 
travelled in Germany, visiting Continental hospitals, 
busily engaged in studying medicine. He thus heard 
much of the fame of Hahnemann, and determined to 
investigate the principles of homoeopathy, for which 
purpose he had recourse to Hahnemann himself, who 
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gave him a most courteous reception. He soon saw 
Hahnemann's success in cholera. Dr. Fred. F. Quin 
himself having been directly after this prostrated with 
cholera, and speedily restored by homoeopathic treat- 
ment, this with many other proofs of its efficacy 
induced him to begin practice as a homoeopath in 
Naples, where, owing to his ability as a physician, his 
genial spirit, and his perfect knowledge of Continental 
languages, he speedily became a popular physician 
among the aristocracy. In 1827, Prince Leopold of 
Saxe Coburg induced him to become his travelling 
physician, and in that year, i,e.y only about 55 years 
agOythey came to London, and Dr. Quin at once 
began to introduce homoeopathy to several leading 
physicians, of whom he knew something, but he did 
not meet with much success. 

However, if his efforts to introduce homoeopathy to 
the profession met with a cold reception, he soon be- 
came a popular physician among some of the aristoc- 
racy in London, as he had done in Naples ; and, owing 
to his brilliant wit, genial chai:acter, and professional 
abilities, became not only their medical adviser, but 
their most intimate friend, and one of the chief orna- 
ments at their dinner tables — even frequently dining 
with the Prince of Wales. He was also physician 
to the Duchess of Cambridge. 

He was the means of establishing the present 
Homoeopathic Hospital in Great Ormond Street, and 
doing much to advance the cause of homoeopathy, 
leaving in his will 7,000 to the Homoeopathic 
Hospital, besides his library, &c. 
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The Late W. Leaf, Esq. 

Homoeopathy is also much indebted to the late 
William Leaf, Esq., of Park Hill, Streatham, for its 
introduction into England, a notice of which appeared 
in the Weekly Welcome^ December 7, 1878, which I 
will here quote : — 

"About the year 1832 or 1833, Mr. Leaf 's health 
failed very much. His digestive powers were so im- 
paired that he became like a walking skeleton, and his 
condition occasioned his friends the greatest anxiety. 
He tried one physician after another, without receiving 
the slightest benefit. He had heard of homoeopathy 
through a friend, but thought it the greatest folly in 
life. This friend knew Hahnemann, and in his deep 
concern to save a life so valuable, he went to him, 
explained the case, and received a packet of medicines. 
He wrote to Mr. Leaf, begging him for the present to 
let the opinion he had formed of the system stand in 
abeyance, and just to take the prescription as a per- 
sonal favour to his anxious friend. Mr. Leaf regarded 
the globules as of no importance, whether taken or 
not, but to please his friend he swallowed both them 
and his prejudices. To his great astonishment he 
soon found his health improving ; in a few months he 
gained several pounds in weight, and eventually re- 
covered, and to the end of his long life enjoyed an 
unusual amount of health and strength. He was not 
the man to keep to himself any discovery which he 
thought would benefit others, and from this time forth 
he set himself to work to make known the system 
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propounded by Hahnemann. In the face of great 
opposition, and at no small sacrifice of time and 
money, he strenuously toiled for this object, and it is 
a matter of historical fact that to Mr. William Leaf 
the introduction of homoeopathy into this country 
was largely due." 

I had the pleasure of attending this estimable and 
kind gentleman during the last few years of his life, 
and had it not been for some undue influence brought 
to bear upon him, he would have done more for 
homoeopathy in his last days than in his former ones, 
as he had actually taken steps to establish and endow 
a homoeopathic hospital, and had almost bought a 
large house, &c., for this purpose ; but the whole 
affair suddenly fell through without any known 
cause, so far as I am aware. 

Had he established this hospital, generations yet to 
come would have called him blessed. 

As the intended establishment of this hospital 
caused much talk, and even was noticed in some 
newspapers, its sudden collapse created a great deal 
of astonishment to me and my friends who were in- 
terested in the subject. I, therefore, consider it only 
right to make these remarks in noticing the con- 
nection of the late Mr. Leaf with homoeopathy, as 
even to this day the opponents of homoeopathy cease 
not to sneer at the sudden collapse of our vaunted 
Leaf Hospital, and are ready to attribute its failure 
to a change of mind with Mr. Leaf as regards homoeo- 
pathy, which, however, has no foundation, as he died 
a firm homoeopath. 
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XXIV. 

« SAUL AMONG THE PROPHETS OR, 
HOMCEOPATHY AMONG THE ALLOPATHS. 

Homoeopathic principles are now even propounded 
in Guy's Hospital, as the following remarks by Dr. 
Wilks, Lecturer on Medicine, will prove. The subject 
upon which he acknowledges homoeopathy is aconite. 

Now be it observed that in the " British Pharmaco- 
poeia" aconite is not mentioned as an /;//^r«^ medicine ; 
its only official preparations are for external uses, and 
yet Dr. Wilks talks as follows of the properties of 
aconite — " I am beginning to use aconite more largely 
than I have hitherto done, seeing no a priori objection 
to much of the power which is attributed to it. That 
aconite is used largely by the homoeopaths, should not 
allow us to be prejudiced against its adoption." 

This is something for an orthodox Professor of 
Medicine in Guy's Hospital to confess, both as regards 
the efficacy of the homoeopathic aconite^ and also as 
regards the prejudices against homoeopathy. Did Dr. 
Wilks try a few other homoeopathic medicines as he 
has done aconite^ his prejudices would likewise be 
overcome. We are, however, glad he has made a 
beginning, and that the students of Guy's have heard 
aconite extolled by their Professor of Medicine. 

Dr. Ringer, of University College Hospital, sings 
also the praises of aconite in subduing inflammation, 
checking it sharply, saying, " The powers of this drug 
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over inflammation are marvellous." He then extols 
it in croup, pharyngitis, &c. 

Also Dr. T. K. Chambers, in a Paper, " How shall 
we make our daily experience advance science ? " says, 
" Let us aim at giving only one drug at a time, and 
let us reckon a prescription good in an inverse ratio 
to the number of ingredients. The simplicity con- 
duces to the good of our patients and science, as it 
helps us to suit the special medicine to the special 
case ; " and then he calls upon medical men to in- 
vestigate the properties of drugs. 

Dr. C. D. Phillips, also. Lecturer on "Materia 
Medica " at the Westminster Hospital, has published 
a book on " Materia Medica and Therapeutics," in 
which the teaching on medicines and their adminis- 
tration in disease is also homoeopathic. 

Thus we see that . in Guy's Hospital, University 
College Hospital, and Westminster Hospital, homoeo- 
pathy is acknowledged. 

This teaching and practice must assuredly have 
considerable influence upon the rising generation of 
medical men. 



XXV. 

AN ESTIMATE OF HOMCEOPATHY. 

In my preface I stated that " there is no finality in 
medicine," for, although the law of homoeopathy may 
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be classed among the exact sciences^ there is a great 
difficulty experienced, in many cases, in applying this 
law of cure to each and every case of disease ; as in 
many diseases, the symptoms, both objective and 
subjective^ are so occult and difficult to ascertain, that, 
it requires much knowledge of disease in all its patho- 
logical and physiological aspects to diagnose and 
prescribe for the complaint. Hence a homoeopath: 
requires to be an expert pathologist and physiologist, 
so as to enable him to correctly estimate the different 
symptoms, with all their relative indications and 
value. 

Homoeopathy, when scientifically applied, is not 
the apparently simple system of medicine which 
" Family Guides " to homoeopathy would indicate, 
but is an elaborate system, which requires much 
study, knowledge of disease in all it ramifications, 
and great experience in the " Materia Medica," as to 
the pathogenetic properties of medicine. Nor does, 
homoeopathy prohibit the use of external remedies, 
such as poultices, fomentations, gargles, hydropathic 
appliances, enemas, &c., as each of these is a useful 
adjunct in the treatment of many diseases, and is, in 
the vast majority of instances, really homoeopathic. 

But whenever a homoeopath uses such means, it is 
often supposed that he is resorting to allopathic 
remedies, whereas he is only practising homoeopathic 
means which allopaths have been accustomed to use ; 
e,g.^ when a fomentation is applied in a case of 
injlammationy the benefit derived therefrom is accord- 
ing to the law, " like cures like," as the late eminent 
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Mr. Listen said, in defining homoeopathy to his 
students — " One fire burns out another," i.e,y the hot 
fomentation, applied to the surface of the skin, draws 
the congested blood from the inflamed organs, liver, 
lungs, chest, &c., and thus causes relief to the part 
affected ; so that it will be evident, that instead of 
homoeopaths practising allopathic means in applying 
fomentations y &c., it is just the contrary, and shows 
that allopaths, as previously stated, use unconsciouslyi 
when applying a fomentation, a homoeopathic remedy. 

But, although homoeopaths have a law of cure for 
treating disease, every man of experience must con- 
fess that he occasionally meets with cases which baffle 
him, and in which, owing to the complications met 
with in the patient's disease, he is entirely nonplussed 
and cannot possibly prescribe upon this law. 

In such cases, what is he to do ? Simply to treat 
the case to the best of his ability, calling into requisi- 
tion every available means known to him, so as to 
alleviate his patient's sufferings ; acting in such cases 
as far as he can upon the axiom of " like cures like ; " 
and thus having done all he can for the patient, bow 
his head in humility, and acknowledge that all human 
knowledge is fallible, and that disease ending in death 
is the cosmical law imprinted upon all creation, and 
that were there no death there would be no life. 
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XXVI. 

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES BY 
ALLOPATHS. 

I tavin(( cursorily traced my conversion to homoeo- 
the ru« and progress of the latter,, and cori- 
ttcuilvO iit A>mc degree the chief differences between 
lK>*m<v|Hithy and allopathy, fearing some of my 
i^kiHH int|;:ht ittliir that I give undue prominence to 
lKHtt\i3v>|»4Chy» ^id discard all the discoveries which 
l^V hiv« made in the last few years, such as 

.ttH»><*Hi<S v^ivH^Mvrttt. nitrous oxide gas, &c — in other 
>^ vH\i5s . ww^>tlK:ttC5»— I will here cheerfully and gratefully 
^xHM 1^ s5iit»tti*tHm of these God-sent agents. 

\\ * tlte profession, anaesthetics had not 

Xv* ttvv w«re disinfectants known then 

^ 411^ ^ fr<\iuently retrospectively con- 

vwH. >C ^ operating theatre of a hospital 

u ^ wtth similar scenes in operating 

;s,^^ |?*v^^t vky. 

r:^^ rt^ jvwr. helpless, suffering patient 

-^.^ v>¥^>f ^ ojVTinrg theatre, pale as 

vM^N'^ <»^v^S^J^ >fct^v twvc a: the thought of the 

v..vv> ^^tJi his painful but 

.^vx^ws vYN^i^S^n. ^TO^xi^ ^ shrieks of 

^v^v^'*-; ^ >J^^r.irif^ :^\-c«2« cansed even 
X x»-v' N :V ^:lvV»^^^ v*vv>n, ^4?jv>r^ vhom I con- 

^^?^^v '^^S" x'yN^rJi^if^ thttfclTC ^)43w,ai5d what 
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a contrast we behold ! The suffering patient is laid 
gently on the table, seldom any look of terror depicted 
on the countenance; no binding of the limbs and 
body to the table is requisite. A gentle skilful hand 
applies the God-sent anaesthetic to the patient's 
mouth, and in a few seconds he is unconscious — 
oblivious to all suffering, walking in imagination 
through elysian bowers, or revelling in fairy lands ; 
while the surgeon applies his sharpened scalpels, saws, 
&c., calmly and with ease, free from all nervous ex- 
citement; while the students sit serenely unmoved, 
only interested in the skilful manipulation and surgical 
science practised by the operating surgeon for the 
relief of the poor suffering patient, who, when he 
becomes conscious, awakes to find that the operation 
is over without his knowledge of it, and he is borne 
back to his bed, frequently asking, " Gentlemen, is it 
all over ? is my limb amputated ? " 



ANAESTHETICS' IK MIDWIFERY. 

Again, 35 years ago there was no means known 
of assuagkig the pains of child-birth ; until, in 1847, 
the late Sir James Simpson, M.D., Edinburgh, tried 
sether in confinements, and found that it alleviated 
the pains thereof Also, during this year, aether was 
administered in labour by Paul Debois, in Paris ; Dr. 
Tyler, Dublin ; Dr. Murphy, London ; Professor 

' Derived from a Greek word, which means to destroy sensation. 
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Martin, Jena, a homoeopath, Professor of Midwifery 
in the University of Jena. 

Sir James Simpson having found aether so very 
useful, extended his investigations into the region of 
anaesthetics, and, in November, 1847, discovered chlo- 
roform, which was henceforth used instead of aether. 

Chloroform and other anaesthetics have now been 
used in thousands of labours ; and, as far as I know, 
without a single death resulting therefrom ! 

What a boon are anodynes and anaesthetics to 
ladies in their hours of nature's suffering and sorrow, 
in enabling them to bear, almost without a murmur, 
the direful agonies of child-birth ! 

I know some have a theological objection to the 
use of these remedies, as they consider it is a violation 
of the primeval airse as it is called, " in sorrow shalt 
thou bring forth children ; " but I would ask. What 
are the sorrows connected with child-bearing ? Are 
they not those attending upon the whole term of 
pregnancy, and not merely those few hours of sorrow 
and writhing pains in the act of child-birth } and, as 
women have to endure more or less sorrow and pain 
:for nine months^ can it be wrong to assuage their 
agonies in the hours of nature's sorrow? as even this 
does not violate the primeval curse, were such an 
argument tenable. 

A primeval airse on man was, " He shall earn his 
bread in the sweat of his brow ; " but who thinks it a 
violation of this curse to employ machinery, steam, 
telegraphs, &c., to render man's labour as easy as 
possible ? and by a parity of reasoning, may we not 
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thankfully use a scientific discovery to render child- 
birth as free from pain as possible ? 

Chloroform, however great a blessing it may be to 
ladies in labour, requires care and knowledge in its 
^administration, and in some cases it is best to relinquish 
it altogether ; for instance, where there is a tendency 
to flooding, as in such cases it frequently increases it, 
and in other cases it sometimes retards labour, by 
suspending the contractile action of the womb, and if 
given for several consecutive hours there is a risk of 
its leaving injurious effects in the mother's system, 
and even in that of the baby's too. But these are 
only the exceptions to the general rule. 

XXVII. 

ST. GEORGE^S HOSPITAL AND HOMCEO- 
PATHY. 

In 1863 St. Mary's Hospital was in want of funds, 
and the Honourable Mr. Byng was chairman of their 
Board, and he requested Dr. David Wilson, of Brook 
(Steet — an out-and-out homoeopath — to become one 
of the stewards at the then approaching annual dinner. 

Dr. Wilson showed the letter to Mrs. Gurney, who 
advised him to accept conditionally if the hospital 
would set aside ten beds for Dr. Wilson's use, to treat 
patients homoeopathically, Mrs. Gurney offering to 
subscribe 1,000 through the doctor. 

Dr. Wilson made his offer known by letter to the 
Committee of SL Mary's Hospital, but it was declined. 
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Why? 

Mrs. Gumey then advanced her offer to six thousand 
pounds. Still it was refused. 
Why? 

Dr. Wilson then made the same offer of six thousand 
pounds severally to all the London hospitals in suc- 
cession. Each one declined ! 

How virtuous of these various hospital committees 
so to withstand the*homoeopathic serpent ! But that 
was in 1863. 

However, Mrs. Edmund Gurney became most 
anxious to have her project carried into effect through 
Dr. Wilson, and authorised him to ask for the use of 
fifty beds for three years, which she undertook to 
support all the time without putting the institution 
accepting the offer to any expense whatsoever. 

In the event of the experiment proving a success 
in Dr. Wilson's hands, Mrs. Gurney further undertook 
to endow thirty-one beds in the hospital according to 
the proposal. Still the offer was not accepted, al- 
though several of the hospitals were languishing for 
the want of funds ; indeed, so short of funds were 
they, that several of these same hospitals had to shut 
up entire wards ! But that was in the year of Chris- 
tian grace and human progress, 1863 — not in these 
later days of science and Darwinian selections. Let 
it be noted that Mrs. Gurney's magnanimous offer 
would have entailed an expenditure on her part of at 
least seventy thousand pounds. It was declined by all 
the London hospitals in 1863. And — why.? What 
a terribly redoubtable man this Dr. Wilson must be 
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with his little globules ; to think that one homcEopath 
could so frighten all the hospital men in London. 
But then that was in 1863. We are not so prejudiced 
now ; nous avons change tout gUy and physicians are 
physicians in these enlightened days, no matter what 
their creeds therapeutic. How nice it is to see Sir 
William Jenner and Dr. David Wilson walking along 
arm-in-arm across Hanover Square, earnestly bent on 
curing their patient and doing the right before God 
and man ! How thankful we ought to be that the 
profession is now free from vulgar trades-unionism, 
and that now our metropolitan hospital committees 
are only too anxious to have their patients cured in 
lieu of leaving them as mere boarders in a medical inn ! 

How refreshing to turn from the narrow bigotry 
and inhuman selfishness of the barbers and chirurgeons 
of St. Mary's in 1863 to the — to the — well, to the 
following : — 

About a month or six weeks ago the Times had 
a leader on the necessitous condition of St. George's 
Hospital, and called attention to the fact that a meet- 
ing was to be held that day at Grosvendr House, under 
the presidency of H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge, 
to gather pence for the better support of the hospital. 

Major Vaughan Morgan read this leader in the 
TimeSy and forthwith telegraphed to the chairman of 
the committee of St. George's Hospital, at Grosvenor 
House, as follows : — 

"Will subscribe one thousand pounds a year for 
five years, to be voted to beds to be given up to 
homoeopathic treatment." 

7 
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How the great heart of our royal commander-in- 
chief must have leapt for joy to receive such a noble 
offer — an offer from a heart more than royal — from 
a companion in arms. blessed with^this world's goods 
as well as brains of his own ! 

We are, however — and we grieve to say it — debarred 
from the pleasing office of publishing H.R.H.'s grate- 
ful acceptance of this big-hearted offer, and that for 
the very sufficient reason that Major Vaughan Morgan 
received no reply at all. 

As our journal is read in America and other heathen 
lands where the light of the gospel: of regality does 
not shine, we- refrain from any comment upon the 
conduct of the chairman. Gedanken sind aber zollfrei. 

All the assembled wealth and fashion at that meet- 
ing at Grosvenor House, where the above offer of 
Major Vaughan Morgan was not even acknowledged, 
made up their minds to give largely and so save St 
George; in all they go-t together the* enormous sum 
of three hundred pounds ! 

We are not given to jeremiads, but is not this a 
melancholy spectacle for 1883 to witness ? 

The only conclusion for us^ as homoeopaths to draw 
is that the allopathic sectarians who are in power are 
purely and simply vulgar medical tradesmen so crassly 
ignorant of therapeutic science that our work lies 
quite beyond their ken. In the face of this we must 
found more komceopatkic journals, more homoeopathic 
hospitals and dispensaries, more homoeopathic societies, 
and hit out straight from the shoulder at these enemies 
of human progress. — The Homoeopathic Worlds July^ 
1883. 
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PREFACE TO APPENDIX. 



Hitherto, the theory and practice of homoeopathy have 
been chiefly noticed, as contrasted with that of allopathy — 
it will, therefore, be proper to give practical demonstration 
of what homoeopathy is capable of achieving in disease; 
and for this purpose a few cases will now be narrated, out 
of thousands which could readily be adduced, some of 
which were written by my patients. 

In introducing these cases, I will occasionally make 
remarks upon the rationale of the homoeopathic treatment, 
showing how widely it differs from the irrational system of 
allopathy, in order that my readers may " look here upon 
this picture and on this.*' 

These cases will exhibit the following characteristics of 
homoeopathy : — 

ist — ^The banishment of nauseous drugs and debilita- 
ting applications. 

2nd — Greatly increased efficacy and success. 

3rd — Deliverance from medicinal diseases and the 
consequences of former methods of treatment. 

4th — A law by which to administer medicine. 

5 th — Well tested, proved, and efficacious medicines, 
instead of uncertain and adulterated drugs. 

6th — Simplicity in prescriptions, instead of complicated, 
decomposing, heterogeneous compounds. 



CURES EFFECTED BY HOM(EOPATHY. 



Captain Campbell^ The Reddings^ Gloucestershire^ a patient 
ofmine^ and a Governor of the Gloucester HospitcU^ being 
anxious to have a Ward set apart in the Hospital for 
homoeopathic patients^ memorialized the governors and sub- 
scribers^ urging them to adopt his proposition^ and in order to 
give weight to his appeal^ he requested Mr. Payne to write out 
his case^ in order that Captain Campbell might publish it 
in his memorial to the governors^ 6^r., with which request 
Mr, Fayne readily complied. 



DISEASE OF THE EYES OF FIFTEEN 
YEARS' STANDING, CAUSING ALMOST TOTAL 
BLINDNESS, CURED BY HOMOEOPATHY. 

"Sir, — Having suffered from disease of the eyes for 
fifteen years, and tried all sorts of remedies, and consulted 
every doctor and surgeon in Cheltenham of any note in 
diseases of the eye, and even the most celebrated oculists in 
London, among whom were Dr. Alexander and Mr. Guthrie, 
but without the slightest benefit, I had despaired of ever 
receiving any relief. Numerous friends, however, had 
frequently recommended me to try homoeopathy, but I 
only laughed at the idea, and considered homoeopathy 
nothing but humbug. 

"But allopaths here and elsewhere having completely 
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failed to afford me any relief, and my eyes becoming worse 
and worse, I was at last induced to try if homoeopathy could 
afford me any relief, and for this purpose consulted Dr. 
Hastings. 

"The state of my eyes and sight when I consulted him 
were as follows : — Sclerotic,^ or white of the eye, and con- 
juncttvay were much injected, and appeared like dotted blood; 
the tomece were of a deep grey colour, and had grown oyer 
them several thick films, which prevented the rays of light 
entering the pupil. As to my sight, I may almost say I was 
blind. For some months I could neither see to read nor 
write, nor could I distinguish my wife or children from any 
others in the street. Look which way I chose, nothing 
presented itself but misty darkness, through which I had to 
grope my way. In this deplorable condition, totally despair- 
ing of relief, and a great sceptic in homoeopathy, I presented 
myself to the doctor, and after he had thoroughly examined 
my eyes, I shall never forget my surprise when he said, 
* Mr. Payne, notwithstanding your scepticism ' (I had told 
him I had no faith in his system), *and all the burning 
escharotics and astringent lotions, &c., which have been 
applied and almost destroyed both your sight and eyes, I 
think, in three months, I may safely say, you will see toler- 
ably well, if you will only promise to give me a fair trial.' 
You may be sure, sir, I cheerfully promised compliance. 

** He then regulated my diet, and gave me two very small 
powders to take, in some soft water. I exclaimed, ' Is this 
all, Doctor ? ' * Yes,' said he. I took them as directed, and 
was still more confirmed in my scepticism when I was told 
the size of the powders, and found that they had neither 
taste nor smell. I, however, soon found my sight becoming 

' I know the anatomy of the eye tolerably well, having informed 
myself thereon. 
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clearer, and the mist and darkness evaporating, and with 
this my scepticism. My eyes also began to assume their 
natural appearance, and you, sir, may imagine my surprise 
and delight when I began to be able; to find \hQ collects, &c., 
at church, see objects tolerably distinctly, read and write, 
and recognize any person. In fine, my eyes are now so well 
and my sight so good, that I feel it my greatest pleasure, sir, 
to add my testimony to ^he efficacy of homoeopathy, and to 
comply with .your request to allow you to append my^case 
to your Letter, hoping that your Christian and philanthropic 
efforts may meet with the success which they richly deserve. 
For, if the much ridiculed infinitesimal doses of homoeo- 
pathic medicines have effected such marvellous results, in 
such an inveterate, chronic, and incurable .(under allopathy) 
case as mine, one .may reasonably infer that, in ordinary 
cases, they must soon tell upon the disease. 

" I ought to state that during the three months J was 
under homoeopathy, nothing was ever applied to my eyes 
save poultices and warm water. The treatment twas entirely 
constitutional, and, I believe, chiefly effiected by infini- 
tesimal doses of sulphur, belladonna, nitric acid, euphrasia, 
or eye-bright, carbon natron, and one or two other medi- 
cines, the names of which I do not recollect And now, 
when my eyes feel, at all uncomfortable, I take two or three 
globules of euphrasia, and find instant relief. 

" As I wish to see the blessings of homoeopathy diffused 
far and wide, I beg to guarantee the authenticity of this by 
appending my name. 

I am, Sir, 

" Yourvobedient Servant, 

"William Payne. 

28th August, 1856 ; 

" 85, High Street, Cheltenham." 
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ACUTE INFLAMMATION OF THE BOWELS. 

Mr. P., Charlton Kings, aged 32 years, had been suffering 
most acute pain in the bowels for some days, and not 
deriving any relief from allopathic treatment, I was requested 
to visit him. 

Found him in bed, lying on his back, scarcely able to 
speak from the intense pain in his bowels and consequent 
exhaustion ; his cheeks were sunken and face pallid, eyes 
glazed, breathing difficult from pain in the bowels, could not 
bear the least pressure on his bowels, constant sickness and 
retching after taking any food or drink, very thirsty, tongue 
white and brown, pulse 100 and weak, constipation, great 
difficulty in passing urine, skin very hot — no sleep. His 
wife and friends despairing of his recovery. 

Ordered him a hot bath, and a mixture of tine. aeon. 3 
pot. A tablespoonful every two hours. Next morning 
found him much relieved ; pain in the bowels nearly gone, 
and he was able to take a little food without feeling sick 
after it. This he had not been able to do for years ; urine 
passed easier, and skin became moist He now felt inclined 
to eat, and I ordered him weak beef-tea, and calf s foot 
jelly. Prescribed tincL mer. 4 poL gutL i. in aquae coch* 
capL nocte. 

Next day, much better ; countenance dieerful, and assum- 
ing its natural look ; voice much stronger, scarcely any pain 
in the bowels, and no sickness. 

He continued to progress most satisfactorily, and on the 
sixth day after my visit he was so far recovered that I did 
not consider it necessary to visit him again, and this very 
day — 27 th of August — I was told he is better than he has 
been for years. 
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ACUTE INFLAMMATION OF THE LIVER. 

Mrs. T., Charlton Kings, aged 54, had been suffering for 
some days from inflammation of the liver, and not deriving 
any benefit from allopathic treatment, I was requested to see 
her. Found her suffering from intense pain in the right 
side. Touching it caused great agony, and the skin was 
very hot; a short dry cough teased her, and caused her 
great pain. Her bowels were very relaxed, and the secretion 
dark, watery, and offensive. Urine hot, scalding, scanty, and 
dark ; tongue much coated, red and brown ; great nausea, 
thirst, headache, and eyes yellow ; pulse very low. In fact, 
she had suffered so much pain, and been so reduced with the 
constant diarrhoea, nausea, and want of food and sleep, that 
she could only speak in a whisper, and lay more like a 
dead than a living woman. Her friends despaired of her 
recovery. She was taking calomel and opium pills, and an 
acidulated. mixture. These, of course, I ordered to be dis- 
continued, and prescribed a mixture of tine, men, a table- 
spoonful to be taken every four hours ; hot fomentations to 
be kept constantly to the side, and cold water to be sipped 
frequently. 

Next day — pain in the side easier, head-ache better, had 
a little sleep, not so thirsty, bowels better, skin moist, voice 
stronger, and altogether better. To continue fomentations, 
take light food, such as gruel, &c., and to take a table- 
spoonful of a tinct of bryonia medicine, ter die. 

Next day — continued to improve, secretions becoming 
more healthy, and appetite returning, in little pain, good 
nights, and pulse much better. 

This case was exactly seventeen days under my care, and 
daring this time the patient progressed most favourably, 
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save a few days that she suffered from tough and expectora- 
tion, and towards the end of her recovery, a dropsical 
swelling of the feet and legs developed itself, but this soon 
subsided to appropriate treatment, and I believe she is 
now, four months after her illness, as well as can be 
expected. 



DISEASE OF THE BLADDER, WITH CONTINUAL 
PASSING OF THE URINE. 

Mr. J.,* aged 50, has been -very ill for the past five 
months, and has tried several doctors and surgeons to cure 
him, but without relief, and at last, having despaired of a 
cure, was induced to consult me. 

His symptoms are severe paroxysms of pain in the region 
of the bladder, producing an irresistible desire to void urine. 
These paroxysms are so frequent that but little comes away, 
and often only in drops. He has no command over his 
urine, owing to the frequency of these paroxysms, and he 
is obliged to wear constantly an india-rubber urinal. He 
passes terrible nights, can get only snatches of sleep owing 
to the pain and constant inclination to void urine, and the 
continual dribbling away of it. The glans penis is exco- 
riated and inflamed, and there is an intense acute pain at 
the glands^ as if produced by a knife. Suffers from intoler- 
able thirst; bowels regular, tongue white, pulse weak and 
small. The symptoms partaking of those of stone^ I sounded 
him, but could detect none. 

This patient showed me many of the recipes he had had, 
and they presented a regular melange of all sorts of com- 

* This gentleman was the uncle of a doctor in practice in Chelten- 
ham, and it was only the despair of being ever cured by allopathy 
that induced him to consult me. ^ 
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pounds and decompounds, from opium, morphia, cantha- 
rides, and acids, to lemon juice and Cheltenham waters. 

Ordered him a sitz-bath night and morning, and a medi- 
cine of the tinct. of cannabis, a tablespoonful to be taken 
every four hours. 

Next day — better ; more comfortable night and less pain. 
Continue medicine. 

In about a month this patient was entirely eased of his 
distressing complaint The only medicines I ordered him 
were tinct. of cannabis, cantharides, mercurius and sulphur, 
with occasional use of the catheter. 



EXTENSIVE DISEASE OF THE BONES OF 
THE LEG. 

August i2th, 1855, Elijah Sallis, aged 19 years, was 
placed under my care. His own statement of his case was 
as follows : — 

About twenty months ago he was kicked on the shin, and 
soon after a large swelling followed, which was lanced. The 
wound thus made did not heal, but continued to discharge a 
bloody matter. He now became an out-patient at the hos- 
pital, and remained so for six months. He was then advised 
to go into the hospital, which he did, and was an in-patient 
for four months, under Mr. Fowler's care. When in the 
hospital, several fresh sores came on the leg, and out of each 
came pieces of bone ; suffered severe pains in the leg at 
night, so much so that he could get no rest. His health 
was declining fast, and the leg becoming worse, Mr. 
Fowler advised him to have it taken off^ but he would not 
consent, and consequently left the hospital. 

When he came under me, the state of the leg was as fol- 
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lows — Along the shin bone there were three sores with 
jagged edges, on the inner side of the leg one sore, on the 
outer one sore, making in all five, each discharging a thin 
bloody matter. The leg presented a very irregular appear- 
ance ; swelled at one part, and depressed and puckered at 
another. He showed me a box which contained several 
pieces of bone, which had come away. His leg was very 
weak, and the pain in it at night so acute that he could get 
no sleep ; his throat was ulcerated, his bowels were very 
loose, and appetite bad. He had taken a large quantity of 
mercury, 

I ordered him to keep a wet bandage to his leg, and gave 
him six doses of nitric acid, 12th dilution, one dose to be 
taken night and morning. 

On again presenting himself he said he had much better 
nights, and had had some sleep. The leg itched much, and 
a small piece of bone had come out of the largest sore, that 
on the middle of the shin. 

Seeing an evident improvement, I did not repeat the 
medicine, but allowed its action to continue uninterruptedly. 

On next presenting himself he said that the pains at 
night were entirely gone, and that he felt much better alto- 
gether. The sore looked more healthy. 

REMARKS. 

To report this case fully would occupy more space than I 
have at my disposal, as the patient was under treatment for 
about a year; during which period several bad diseases 
developed themselves which had been only smothered by 
allopathic treatment — not cured. These had to be com- 
bated, and proved both obstinate and difficult to overcome. 
However, at the expiration of the time mentioned, his leg 
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and these diseases were cured, and ever since, I believe, he 
has been quite well, and able to earn his bread by labour. 
The medicines which effected this cure were nitric acid, 
mercurius, thuja, phosphoric acid, and lachesis. 

Surely, when diseases of the bones^^ accompanied by other 
inveterate diseases, are cured by homoeopathy, after such an 
eminent surgeon as Mr. Fowler had pronounced the case 
incurable, and advised amputation of the leg, it is time that 
allopaths should give homoeopathy a fair trial 



DISEASE OF THE LIVER, BOWELS, KIDNEYS, 
STOMACH, AND NERVEa 

" I was suffering for twelve years, some medical men said 
from the nerves altogether, some said nerves and liver; and 
one physician of high standing, in Gloucester, gave me ner- 
vous medicines to such an excess that I was at last unable 
to use any exertion before I had what I now call my medical 
dram, every morning. In fact, I began to feel my whole 
system undermined by such a continual dram drinking, and 
powerful nervous stimulants (the doses increasing in power), 
that they reduced me to a most wretched state of enerva- 
tion. The next medical man stopped all nervous medi- 
cines, and I was then treated for the liver. Suffice it to say 
that I took blue pill and colocynth to such an excess that 
I was at last obliged, for some years, to take pills two and 
three times a week. My legs and ankles swelled so much, I 
was obliged to wear elastic stockings, and could not use the 
least exertion without first taking porter, wine, or brandy 
beat up with eggs. Such was the state of prostration I was 
* See also case of necrosis. 
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brought to under the drug system, that one physician ordered 
half a glass of porter to be put on a chair at my bedside, to 
be taken in the night when I awoke from sleep. The 
puffed swellings all over, the increasing size of my liver and 
bowels, the continual wearing pain in my side and back, 
combined with such excessive debility and constant craving 
for stimulants, proved that I either had not yet tried the right 
system, or that all those whose advice I sought mistook my 
symptoms. I was induced to try homoeopathy, and put 
myself under Dr. Hastings' care. In six weeks I was 
relieved from pain, and in three months I threw off all my 
elastic supports^ and from that day to this, now nearly three 
years, I have never taken an aperient. I walk eight and 
nine miles easily, sleep well, eat well, and never require 
stimulants^ and have entirely left them off, I never have the 
least approach to swelling, either in feet or ankles. In fact, 
under God, I feel Dr. Hastings' treatment has so completely 
renovated my whole system that I can never feel grateful 
enough to the Lord for leading me to put myself under his 
care. 

" Jane Pack, Widow of Captain Pack. 
" Cheltenham.": 



CHRONIC DYSPEPSIA, AND A MORBID CON- 
DITION OF THE STOMACH AND BOWELS. 

" My age is 70, and for the last ten years I have been 
suffering from dyspepsia and a morbid condition of the 
stomach and bowels, with most distressing Protean painful 
consequences, both mentally and bodily, so much so as to 
render my life almost unendurable. Throughout this time 
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I most assiduously adopted every knownr therapeutic remedy 
(availing myself also of the advice of many of the most 
talented and erudite members of the medical profession), 
sometimes detaining temporary relief, but often increasing 
my malady and jeopardizing my life, from the allopathic 
afystem of medicine which I had long thought a fallacy, 
killing more than it cured. Under this conviction, and 
becoming prostrate in body and mind, and hopeless of cure, 
I resolved to take my chance, to retire into private life, and 
cast all * physic to the dogs.' My resolution taken, a fort- 
night had passed away, my. villa prepared, and I was on the 
eve of departure from the * Queen i of Watering Places,' when 
a trifling contingency brought me in approximation with a 
tradesman whom I knew, but had not seen for many months. 
He had been dreadfully suffCTing from an abnormal state of 
constitution for many years, and was nearly blind from 
chronic ophthalmia. He had told, me his family and trade 
were ruined by doctors' fees and medicine. I stood all 
astonishment to see this man, whose case I had deemed 
hopeless nine months before, now in perfect health and 
cured,^ He said Dr. Hastings, and the homoeopathic 
system of medicine, cured him in three months, after all his 
years of suifering I Homoeopathy ! thought I ; a thing I 
had ignorantly ridiculed with others designated legitimate 
M.D.'s ! I didi not. know Dr. Hastings, but I felt an 
irresistible curiosity arid impulse to ascertain if these things 
were so. On. the morrow, I sought an interview with the 
doctor. He condescended to^my interrogations, corroborated 
the truth to- my satisfaction. We then entered into general 
conversation,, and I related my own. case and sufferings. 
He thought it within his grasp, I thought it was not, neither 
could I refrain from a positive feeling of self-degradation to 
' See this case (Mr. Payne's), page 85. 
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submit to the trial ; no, I could not renounce the so-called 
legitimate system of therapeutics, sanctioned by the most 
intellectual and erudite physicians during the last two 
thousand years! Feeling grateful, however, to Dr. Has- 
tings for his very kind and gentlemanly reception,/ and 
overcome by his expression of sympathy and kindness, / 
positively out of compliment only accepted his prescription^ 
assuring myself that a few infinitesmal doses could do me 
no harm, so I swallowed them. In a week's time I felt 
somewhat better than usual, but did not attribute it to 
globules, expecting no medicinal effect from them. Days 
passed on; my tongue, which for years had been always 
furred and coated, to my surprise became clean ; my alvine 
excretions, which were alarmingly black and as adhesive as 
bird-lime, gradually changed to a healthy hue and consis- 
tence ; my dejected mind now recovered its normal condition, 
and a rasping pain about my chest, which had tormented 
me almost beyond endurance, subsided ; and my stomach, 
which had born but little of the most digestible aliment, 
acquired function and tone to bear ordinary fare amply 
sufficient to restore my shivered muscles ; and my appetite, 
to which I had been a stranger for years, now returned. 
Long suffering has deteriorated my constitutional powers, 
rendering me excessively sensitive to atmospheric changes, 
subjecting me to frequent catarrhs, and paroxysms of neu- 
ralgia, but notwithstanding all these unfavourable circum- 
stances, my restoration to health has progressed most favour- 
ably under homoeopathy and the skill of Dr. Hastings, after 
ten years' allopathic treatment, with strict dietary, mineral 
waters, change of air, horse exercise, and various other 
accessories, had all proved unavailing. 

« J. Jarman, M.D., F.R.S." 
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The DoctoTy when sending the above CasCy wrote me as 
follows : — 

" My dear Sir, 

"I hastily draw up my case, divested of all 
exaggeration, and still more of advertisement, that * those 
that run may read,' and that the scomers of Hahnemann 
and his disciples may not be able to impugn its character 
for truth and honesty. 
" October 8th, 1856." 



CASE OF DISEASED LIVER, STOMACH, AND 
BOWELS. 

Mrs. M., aged 41 years, has been sufferipg from the above 
diseases for years, and has not been able to procure any 
relief. She complains of " pains in the right side, extending 
to the shoulders, as if burning hot skewers were running 
through her, pains in the back and chest, with a short dry 
hacking cough, which shakes and pains her side much. 
Sleeps but little, and what she has does her no good." 
Feels very languid, can't lie on right side, and has scarcely 
any appetite. Great thirst, nasty copperish taste in the 
mouth. Teeth painful and mouth sore and full of pimples. 
Urine pale, and full of matter like white of egg, sometimes 
it is dark and full of red powder. Bowels continually re- 
laxed. The least annoyance, hurry or excitement brings on 
a bowel complaint. Secretion watery, slimy, and very pale. 
Has not had a healthy action of the bowels for years. 
Tongue white, eyes dim, and almost constant pain over the 
eyebrows and in the head. Very weak and much wasted. 
Catamenia very irregular and unhealthy. Is either in a 

8 
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burning heat or perspiration, and suffers much from palpita- 
tion of the heart. 

Everything that allopathic skill could devise was had 
recourse to, to check the diarrhoea — opium, kino, catechu, 
chalk mixtures, styptics, and astringents of all sorts, wine, 
porter, &c. — but to n^ avail, and the doctors at last told 
her "she had ulceration, of the bowels, and consequently 
the diarrhoea was incurable." Notwithstanding this opinion, 
in one month from the date of her first consulting me, this 
lady was quite recovered from all her sad complaints. 
Indeed, in one week's time the diarrhoea was checked, and 
the bowels began to act in a healthy manner. All the other 
secretions improved in a like ratio. The sleep became 
good, palpitation ceased, appetite and strength returned, 
and she is now rejoicing in renewed health, "ulceration of 
the bowels " cured ! 

In effecting this cure, the only medicines used were a 
high dilution of sulphur, china and ,cham., given in suitable 
doses night and morning for a few days, then pausing a few 
days, and again repeating the dose. 

P.S. — I am sorry I cannot give a copy of the recipes 
which this lady was using when she consulted me. The 
medicines contained in them were most powerful — prussic 
acid, calomel, blue pill, &c — although the allopaths assured 
her there was no blue pill in them ! When I saw such 
powerful medicines ordered for such a weak patient I told 
her to burn the recipes, and she did so on her return home. 



CANCER OF THE BREAST. 

August 30th, 1856. — Mrs. Rowles, aged 41, has suffered 
for the last twelve months from pains of a lancinating and 
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burning character in the right breast and arm, which have 
increased so much of late that she could scarcely use her 
arm, apd was altogether prevented from dressing herself, 
and kept her awake at night. Her general health was fail- 
ing fast, her face presented a dark leaden hue, and she was 
wasting much. On examining the breast I found two sub- 
stances, one just above, and the other to the right side of 
the nipple. The former was of a flat shape and about as 
broad as a penny,, the other (which pained her most) was 
about the size of an egg, hard and excessively tender, so 
much so that she could scarcely bear it to be touched. 

She had been under allopathic treatment,, but derived no 
benefit, and was recommended to have " the lumps cut outJ^ 
But before making up her mind to submit to thiS) an estim- 
able gentleman, Captain Campbell, advised her to consult 
me; 

October nth, precisely six weeks since I first saw her, 
the pains in the breast and arms had gone for some weeks, 
she can now use her arm freely, the face looks much more 
healthy, the spirits good, though she feels very weak. But 
this is accounted for by her being much harassed. The 
lumps in her breast are reduced very much, the one to the outer 
side of the nipple, which was so hard, large, and painful, is 
not larger than a nut / 

The medicines which have effected so much good in this 
case were sulphur, arsenicum, iodine, and graphites. No- 
thing was applied to the breast but fomentations of hot 
water, night and morning. 

Now this case is not adduced to prove that homoeopathic 
medicine. can cure cancer, in all its stagesy.it is only adduced 
to show that if taken in time before the entire texture of the 
breast is implicated, and before ulceration commences, it 
may be eradicated by homoeopathic medicine, and surely 
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this is a great desideratum, as under allopathy, the knife is 
too often the only remedy. And even when the ulcerative 
stage has set in, homoeopathic medicine gives far more relief 
than allopathic. 



CANCER OF THE LIVER. 

April 22nd, 1867. — Was requested to visit Mr. Baker, 
Effra Road, Brixton. 

On arriving at his home found him very ill ; aged 64 ; 
has always been a sober, steady man, and never suffered 
from any venereal nor any particular acute disease. He had 
been ill for some time, and had been under homoeopathic 
treatment, but did not derive any benefit. 

His present condition was as follows : — He was sitting, 
propped up in a chair, looking very haggard and ill, leaning 
forwards, not being able to sit upright owing to the pain in 
his side; breathing short, rapid, and laborious, a deep 
inspiration gave him much pain in the side ; slightly jaun- 
diced, very feverish, pulse 125 ; great thirst; skin hot, hard, 
and dry, hands parched ; bowels confined, urine scanty and 
high-coloured ; tongue coated brown ; cannot lie down ; no 
sleep, from constant pain. On examining the region of the 
abdomen I found both the right and left lobes of the liver 
enlarged, slightly projecting, very hard and nodulated:, tender 
to the touch. One of the nodulated portions of the liver 
projected a little in the right hypochondriac region under 
the false ribs, causing great tenderness on pressure. 

Ordered a poultice to be applied over the region of the 
liver, and gave him tinct. of hydr. can. ix, a drop every four 
hours. 

23rd. — Very bad night; no rest, constant pain. Only 
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change, redness in the tender and swollen part under false 
ribs. Habt. aeon. om. 3 horis. Castor-oil and ice internally. 

24th/ — No relief from the pain : bowels acted 

From this date to the 22nd of May, nearly a month, the 
patient continued to get worse and worse, notwithstanding 
all the medicine and applications used. 

He was frequently delirious. The tender part under the 
false rib had suppurated, and was discharging slightly. He 
was so ill on the 22nd of May that I gave up all hopes of 
his recovery, and told his wife so. 

Thinking from the first, but not being quite sure, that the 
case was one of cancer, I took home a little of the matter 
discharged from the opening in the side, and examined it 
with the microscope, and found it to be one mass of cancer- 
cells ! 

My first thought now was to try hypodermic injections 
with acetic acid, but, fearing suppuration, I hesitated, and 
the idea flashed upon my mind there and ihen^ Why not give 
the add internally ? A good idea, thought I. Any port in 
a storm ; and as the patient was in articulo mortis^ I at once 
acted upon the idea, and prepared a first decimal dilution 
by mixing ten drops of acetic acid with one hundred drops 
of alcohol 

After having done this I hurried off to my patient, as 
there was not an hour to lose, and ordered him two drops 
of this medicine in a teaspoonful of water every two hours, 
and Jiad applied also to the side a compress of white vinegar 
and water. 

On leaving the house I requested his wife to let me know 
should he die before the morning, as I had but slight hopes 
of the medicine doing any good in the patient's desperate 
condition, only I tried it as a dernier ressort. Up to ten 
o'clock the following morning I had had no intelligence of 
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my patient. Perhaps, thcxught I, he is dead. Notwithstand- 
ing, 1*11 go and see ; and my amazement may be better 
guessed than explained when I say that the whole aspect of 
the patient astonished me, and on entering his bedroom he 
saluted me with a cheerful " Good morning, Doctor ; " 
looking as different a man as possible, having had some 
sleep, and now comparatively free from pain, and had even 
partaken of some breakfast. 

His tongue, instead of being parched like a burnt beef, 
steak, was now moist and beginning to clean ; fever much 
abated, no delirium ; urine more healthy ; liver less tender 
and smaller; indeed, the change was so great and rapid 
that I almost involuntarily exclaimed, " Well, Mr. B., I am 
almost afraid to say, * You are better ; ' and yet you are 
better,*' ^ as I could scarcely bring my mind to believe that 
he could recover from such an alarming state of disease. 

I need hardly say that the treatment was continued, and 
under it his recovery was so rapid that on the 8th of June, 
seventeen days after taking the first dose of acetic acid, he 
paid me a visit, and in doing so had to walk a mile uphilL 

Being a man highly respected and esteemed, his case had 
created much sympathy ; and having been met on his way 
to my house by some friends who knew how ill he had been, 
they could scarcely credit their eyes at seeing him. 

It is now eighteen months since his recovery, and during 
this time his health has remained tolerably good. 

Once or twice he has had slight bilious attacks, and was 
even threatened with ascites, but the symptoms yielded to 
diluted doses of the acetic acid. 

The liver remains a little hard and enlarged, but that is 
all. 

' The patient since his recovery has often referred to this exclamation 
of mine. . . ^ 
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REMARKS. 

The somewhat singular and uncommon feature in this 
case, which rather puzzled me in diagnosing its real nature, 
was the slight suppuration which occurred through the 
abdominal parietes, as this made it resemble either an 
abscess or hydatids of the liver, but the microscopical cha- 
racter of the suppuration settled the question, as I believe 
it is a pathological fact that real cancei>cells have not yet 
been discovered in any matter of abscesses or in the fluid of 
hydatids. 

The form the cells assumed in this case was that of large 
nucleated cells, with a diameter of ij^th to Trfcry^^ 
inch ; some of them were pyriform, some rounded, some 
very irregular, many broken up, and in a few two nuclei 
were seen. 

Besides, pyaemic abscess is rapid in its progress, generally 
occurring after severe injuries, surgical operations, ulceration 
of stomach or bowls, residence in hot climates, fast living, 
&c., to none of which this patient had been subjected. 

Hydatids of the liver are very slow in their growth, and 
are generally free from any considerable constitutional dis- 
turbance, and have their origin commonly by living in 
tropical climates, whereas in this case there was a very con- 
siderable constitutional disturbance, the patient had never 
been in a tropical climate, and there were decided cancer- 
cells in the suppuration, which are never seen in hydatids ; 
and, besides, I now find the case had been pronounced 
cancer by the doctor who had attended him previously to 
my being called in. 

I could not discover a single echinococcus cyst in the sup- 
puration, which certainly would have been present had the 
case been one of hydatids. 
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These pathological remarks are made with the intention 
of proving to my medical readers that due caution and 
investigation were exercised by me before I came to a 
decided diagnosis of the case ; such, I think, as will warrant 
me in stating the case to be one of decided medullary or 
encaphaloid cancer. 



CANCER OF THE PYLORUS OF THE STOMACH. 

December 12th, 1867. — In the evening requested to visit 
an elderly lady, whose history of suffering was as follows : — 
She had been ill for three months, during which time 
she was constantly under treatment, her medical attendant 
having lately ha4 frequent consultation on her case with two 
leading London allopathic physicians of the present day, 
both of whom had given it as their opinion that the case 
was utterly hopeless, Dr. Gull saying, on the above day, that 
she could not live more than a day or twOy and might even dit 
any hour. 

This decided opinion determined the husband of the lady 
to send for me. 

On visiting her I found her as follows : — Aged sixty-five 
years, married, no children ; has kept her bed last three 
months ; is very much wasted, mere skin and bones ; lies on 
her left side, with the thighs flexed ; cannot stretch her legs ; 
head bent forward almost on her chest ; quite jaundiced ; 
cheek-bones almost projecting through the skin : eye$ 
sunken, lids livid, white of eyes yellow (excuse the bult) ; 
tongue hard, dry, and thickly furred ; sordes on the teeth ; 
lips destitute of blood; countenance cadaverous; very 
thirsty; no appetite; very feverish; pulse 140, small and 
weak, indeed it was scarcely perceptible; troubled with 
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constant nausea and sickness, that the stomach rejects both 
solids and fluids ; urine scanty and full of sediment {brick 
dust)] skin like parchment; so weak can only speak in a 
whisper ; no sleep ; constant and severe burning pain in pit 
of stomach, and in left hypochondrium and small of back ; 
hard and exceedingly tender scirrhous tumour in the epigas- 
tric region ; in the pit of the stomach ; cannot bear 
any pressure on it, as it causes sickness ; vomits hot, tena- 
cious mucus, sometimes tinged with blood, occasionally 
with bile. Has taken neither food nor drink for several 
days, as they induce severe sickness. 

It would be useless to narrate the farrago of medicaments 
prescribed by her physicians — blisters, morphia, liniments, 
potions, &c., &a The stomach having refused to receive 
any food, beef-tea was injected per rectum^ but this even 
caused sickness. 

All these things show what a desperate and severe case 
this was; indeed,! told the husband that I feared no medi- 
cine could avail ; but as she was given up by her doctors, if 
he chose, I would try what I could do, stating th^t if the 
remedies prescribed did no good in twelve hours^ I also 
would give up the case. 

She is to have a compress saturated in acetic acid lotion, 
warmed, applied over the pit of the stomach and loins, 
covered with oiled silk, acetic acid ix, three drops every 
hour, in a teaspoonful of water; pounded ice to be kept 
constantly in the mouth, and a teaspoonful of weak beef- 
tea given between the doses of the medicine; but if the 
stomach reject it, not to be persisted in. 

13th. — I first prescribed for this lady about nine o'clock 
last night. No sickness nor " sour risings of burning fluid " 
since taking the third dose of the medicine ; pain in scirrhous 
tumoiu: in epigastric region nearly gone; had fifteen and 
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sometimes twenty minutes* sleep at intervals ; took beef-tea 
several times ; fever much abated ; tongue less parched ; 
pulse 120. Medicine to be continued every two hours; 
compresses to be kept applied, and beef-tea at intervals. 
Evening, nine o'clock, doing well Continue medicine. 

14th. — Comfortable night. Neither sickness nor "sour 
risings ; " little pain. Continue medicine, &c. To try a. 
few grapes. Evening, not so well ; had been a little sick, 
and in more pain. This I attribute to the imprudence of 
the nurse in letting her have a little mutton chop, for which 
she took a fancy. Had not touched solid food for months. 
This is the first sickness for the last thirty-six hours. A 
marvellous improvement on the former constant nausea and 
vomiting. Medicine every hour. 

15th. — Bad night, sick once; skin not so yellow; very 
faint ; pulse 1 30, weak 

Continue medicine, &c. 

Evening. — No sickness ; feels better ; not so weak. Has 
passed urine for the first time since I saw her, but no action 
of the bowels. 

Continue medicine every three hours, &c 

From last report until the 20th, patient fluctuated. 
Omitted occasionally the acetic acid, and gave other medi- 
cine, homoeopathic to her condition. 

These fluctuations were produced generally by errors in 
diet, owing to the ravenous cravings she had for sausages, 
bread and cheese, and ale, egg and wine, &c., which, I 
regret to say, she would persist in having, and which almost 
invariably made her sick. 

Having the whole responsibility of this serious case, I 
asked my friend Dr. Drury to see it, and he suggested a 
trial of an. carb. which was given, but without any apparent 
benefit. 
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Dr. Drury's opinion of the case was in harmony with that 
of others, and my own too — most unfavourable. 

2ist — I now resumed the acetic acid treatment, ard 
with decided benefit, as she, during the next day, ex- 
perienced a great change for the better, and had, on the 
night of the 22 nd, five hours' refreshing sleep, and awoke 
free from pain ; no sickness, tongue moist ; bowels relieved 
by enema; pulse 100, appetite improving; can move her 
limbs, and even bear pressure over the tumour, which 
latter is decreasing in size. 

Continue medicine, &c. 

26th. — Doing well. Sleep at intervals ; much better ap- 
petite ; bowels act occasionally naturally ; urine not so high 
coloured ; pain in tumour at the epigastrium much less, 
and tumour still decreasing, and not so hard. 

To inhale oxygen gas for fifteen minutes, twice a day, at 
eleven and four o^clock, and continue acetic acid medicine. 

January 17th, 1868. — Since last report the patient has 
fluctuated, but, notwithstanding, much radical progress has 
been made ; her strength is greater, as she is now able to 
sit up in bed, without any inconvenience in the epigastrium. 
She is very cross, and cannot be pleased, constantly scolding 
nurse and servants, and was scarcely civil to me to-day, all 
which I considered good signs. 

The acetic acid having now in a great measure done its 
work, as all sickness, nausea, and pain in the epigastrium 
and back had subsided, and the scirrhous tumour almost 
disappeared, the treatment became more of a general nature, 
so as to recover her shattered and enfeebled strength, 
and for this purpose the inhaling of the oxygen gas was 
continued, and small doses of quinine given three times a 
day, with a little wine occasionally. 

February ist. — Progressing favourably; can stand to-day 
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without the aid of nurse, but cannot walk a step, having no 
use of her limbs. 

loth, — Much stronger ; sat up to-day for five hours. Has 
good nightSy no pain, yellowish colour of skin almost gone. 

March 2nd. — Progressed so satisfactorily since the last 
report that she walked downstairs to-day into the drawing- 
room. She is gaining flesh and looking much more naturaL 

After this there was nothing particular to notice. I made 
a few more visits, but had scarcely any occasion to prescribe 
for her, and on the 25th I paid her my last visit, as she 
was now quite convalescent. 

REMARKS. 

It will be observed that this lady had been ill, and 
been prescribed for by two celebrated London allopathic 
physicians, &c., for three months, ere I was called in, and 
that her case was pronounced hopeless; and what aggra- 
vated the disease, and to a certain extent interfered with 
her progress, was that, just as the lady began to amend, 
her husband was taken very ill, and remained for some time 
in a dangerous state, and eventually died under allopathic 
treatment. 

All this very much affected my patient, and even caused 
me much anxiety in witnessing its injurious consequences 
upon the lady, added to which was her deep regret that, 
owing to fafnily connections and influences^ her husband was 
only for a short time under my care. 

Had these untoward circumstances not occurred, my belief 
is that the cure would have been much more rapid, but 
even under such unfavourable influences she was cured in 
less than three months from the time I first saw her, and 
she is now (November, 1868, eight months since my 
last visit) in almost her usual health. 
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I did not always use the ist dec preparation of the acetic 
acid in this case, as I frequently gave higher dilutions, and 
with good results. This is not mentioned in the report of 
the case, because such things must be left to the exercise 
of one's judgment. 

Though other medicines were given during the treatment, 
they were those I considered homoeopathic for the time 
being, but acetic acid was my sheet-anchor from first to 
last, having at the commencement checked, and that in 
three hours, the most formidable symptoms of the disease, 
viz., fever, nausea, vomiting, pain, &c., and to the end 
enabled me, not only to hold fast my patient throughout 
the hurricane of disease and suffering which vehemently 
assailed her, and in which she was well-nigh a wreck, but 
to conduct her eventually into a calm haven of repose. 



This case was written and published in the Homoeopathic 
Times, March, 1878, by Dr. Stanley Wilde, my partner, who 
attended the case with me. 

CONCUSSION OF THE BRAIN. 

Mrs. — , at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of 9th March, was 
found lying insensible on the stones at the back door of 
her house, having fallen from the second-story window, and 
through a glass roof over the dooiVay. 

Was seen by Dr. Hastings at 5 p.m., two hours after the 
accident, previous to which three practitioners of the old 
school had been called in, two of whom pronounced the 
case to be one of hysteria (?), but stated that no bones were 
broken. 
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The patient was found to be in a state of perfect collapse, 
quite insensible ; the skin pale, cold, and clammy ; the 
respiration small and feeble, as was also the pulse, being, 
in addition, very rapid The state of the pupils could not 
be detected, as the eyes were spasmodically turned upward. 
A scalp-wound of an irregular character, about one and a 
half inches by three-quarters of an inch in extent, was found 
on the back part of the head, near the centre of the 
lambdoidal suture. The wound penetrated to the bone, 
and had the appearance of being caused by a blow against 
some sharp projection. There was total loss of power in 
deglutition. A teaspoonftil of water put into the mouth 
remained there unswallowed. The patient was ordered to 
be wrapped in blankets, and hot bottles applied to the feet 
and legs. Aeon, ix was prescribed, a dose every fifteen 
minutes. 

The patient was seen at 7.30 the same evening by Dr. 
Hastings and Dr. Stanley Wilde. Symptoms of reaction 
had begun to set in, although there was no return of 
sensibility. The skin and extremities were hot, and covered 
with perspiration, the face somewhat flushed, pulse 140 and 
rather full, temperature in axilla 100*4 ; the respiration regular 
and tranquil. A probe was passed into the scalp-wound, 
and some slight roughness was thought to be felt at one 
spot, but there was no depression. The wound was dressed 
with calendula plaster. There was still no power of deglu- 
tition, and as the patient had as yet been unable to take 
any medicine. Dr. Hastings put a teaspoonful of the aeon, 
into the mouth, and, after vain efforts to cause her to 
swallow, applied some strong ammonia to the nostrils. 
There was an immediate twitching and contraction of the 
eyes and eyebrows, and shortly after the patient swallowed 
the medicine, the first signs she had evinced of returning 
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consciousness since the accident five hours before. A few 
minutes after taking the medicine she uttered her husband^s 
name, and gave other signs of returning sensibility by 
moving the limbs and partially opening the eyes. The 
pupils were. now somewhat dilated and sluggishly sensitive 
to light. No vomiting had occurred. 

A dose of the aeon, was given every fifteen minutes, and 
for the first few doses deglutition could not be performed 
without the stimulus of the ammonia to the nostrils. About 
an hour after taking the aeon, the pulse was reduced to 120, 
and the skin was cooler. 

Aeon. IX and bell. 2x were now given in alternation every 
fifteen or twenty minutes. 

During the next three hours the pulse was reduced from 
120 to 96. The patient showed occasional signs of con- 
sciousness, and on being asked in one of these lucid 
intervals if she still fek pain, she indistinctly muttered, 

My head." 

Continued medicines through the night, with hot bottles 
to the feet 

March loth, 10 a.m. — Patient was still unconscious, with 
lucid intervals at times ; head not very hot, nor face at all 
flushed ; extremities warm ; pulse 92-96, and moderately 
full ; temperature 99*3 under tongue ; has passed a small 
quantity of highly-coloured urine during the night, having 
asked for the utensil; no action of the bowels since the 
accident. 

Ordered soda-water and milk, and mutton-broth, to be 
given at frequent intervals. Aeon, ix, arnic. 2x, in alter- 
nation every half-hour. 

8 p.m. — Inclined to be more restless ; changes her 
position frequently, throws her arms about, and has twice 
sat up in the bed of her own accord ; complains occasionally 
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of her head, and presses her hand against the left temple, 
the pressure appearing to give her ease ; sometimes raps her 
head on the left side with her knuckles ; pupils dilated and 
sensitive to light ; pulse 88-92, but is more compressible ; 
temperature 99*2 ; asked for ice, which was given her, and 
which she was able to suck readily. As she complained 
more of her head and it was hotter, rags dipped in iced 
water were ordered to be applied. Continue same nourish- 
ment and medicines. 

March nth, 10.30 a.m. — Much more conscious this morn- 
ing. Has referred to her fall, and cried once or twice. Still 
restless, but has not complained so much of her head. The 
wound has quite healed. Pupils not so dilated, and more 
impressionable to light Pulse 88-92, temperature 99. To 
have beef-tea, seltzer, and milk. BelL ix. 

8 p.m. — Is quieter this evening, lying on her side as if 
asleep, the respiration being quite regular and easy. No 
stertorous breathing. Head moderately cool. No per- 
spiration of skin. Pulse 84, temperature normal. Ordered 
enema of warm water. Continue bell. 

March 12th, 10 a.m. — Is very lethargicand not so sensible. 
Face pale, and afterwards flushed. At times gets up in 
bed, and struggles if resisted. Enema has not acted. 
Pulse 84, rather full ; temperature normal ; pupils sensitive, 
equal on both sides, and not so dilated. Opium ix. 

7.30 p.m. — Astonished to find the patient quite sensible. 
This sudden change came on soon after the morning visit 
The bowels have acted. Patient can answer questions 
quite readily, and appears perfectly calm and collected. 
Says she has no pain in the head or elsewhere. The head 
is cool. Pulse 80, temperature normal. Continue medicine. 

March 13th. — Passed a quiet night, and slept well. Is 
perfectly conscious, but very sensitive, and looks anxious 
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and troubled. Cries a good deal. Tongue moist and 
fairly clean. No head S3miptoms. Bowels have acted 
again. Pulse 80, temperature normal Gelsem. ix. 

7.30 p.m. — Continues about the same. Taken plenty of 
nourishment during the day. Complains of nothing. Pulse 
80, temperature normal. Continue medicine. 

March 14th. — Had a quiet night. Seems very depressed, 
with occasional starting up in an excited manner, and a 
wild appearance of the eyes, after which she relapses into a 
quiet mood again. Pulse 80, temperature normal. Bell. 

7.30 p.m. — Been quiet all day, and has done some 
knitting. Appears quite composed and sensible. No 
feverish or head symptoms. Continue medicine. 

March 15th. — Slept well, and takes a fair amount of 
nourishment ; has occasionally attacks of momentary excite- 
ment as described yesterday. Pulse 80. Gelsem. ix. 

March 16th. — Is in a drowsy torpor to-day; cannot be 
aroused, although she can swallow readily, and takes nourish- 
ment when administered. Temperature has not risen. 
Head cool, but face is flushed, and skin perspiring. Pulse 
80. Catamenia came on. Bell. 

March 1 7th. — The drowsy condition went off in the after- 
noon of yesterday. Looks quite bright and well this morning, 
although she complains of a stunned feeling in the head. 
Is depressed in spirits at times. Pulse 80. Continue bell. 

March i8th. — Came downstairs to-day for the first time, 
nine days after the accident, and is progressing satisfactorily. 



SCIRRHUS OF THE RIGHT BREAST. 

A lady, aged 46, married, has had children. Two years 
ago had a scirrhous tumour of the left breast, enucleated by 
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Dr. P., removed by caustic, &c., and though she now 
finds no inconvenience from the left breast, a short time ago 
a scirrhous tumour made its appearance in the right breast, 
on the edge of the pectoral muscle ; the glands in the axilla 
are also tender, and there* is pain extending domi the arm. 
The tumour is about the size of a nut, not fixed to the 
muscle, but is tender to the touch. 

This lady was very fearful that years of suffering were 
again to be her portioa 

Her general health was tolerably good, all the functions 
regular, but she had her rest disturbed by shooting pains in 
the breast, which occurred at intervals. 

I gave her acetic acid, three drops to be taken three 
times a day for three days, after which she was to pause two 
days, and then repeat the medicine. 

A compress, saturated with acetic acid lotion, was to be 
worn constantly over the breast. 

This treatment was continued, with intermissions, for two 
months, at the expiration of which all pain had subsided, 
and the tumour was gone. 

Three months after this she came to see me, saying that 
for the last few days she had felt pain in the bosom, and 
feared the scirrhous tumour was coming again, but after 
examining the breast I could discover no scirrhus, nor even 
hardening, so I attributed the pains to nervousness or 
neuralgia, the lady being very anxious. 

However, I ordered her to take the medicine at intervals 
as a protection ; and as five months have elapsed since then, 
during which time I have heard nothing of her, it may fairly 
be presumed that she is all right, and that my diagnosis 
when I last saw her was correct.^ 

* This lady called upon me to-day (November i8, 1868), and I am 
happy to say that there was no appearance of the return of the tumour. 



IIS 

This is one of the many cases which prove that enuclea" 
tion^ or even removal of schimis by the knife, merely lops 
off the diseased part, but leaves the origin of the disease 
intact^ ready to spring up at some future time, too often not 
remote. 



CANCER OF THE WOMB. 

A. G., aged 28, came under my care November, 1866, 
complaining of palpitation, general weakness, and irregu- 
larity of the menstrual functions, accompanied by leu- 
corrhcea. 

I prescribed medicine for her, which gave temporary relief; 
but she did not regain her usual health, and soon began to 
complain of sharp pains in the pelvis, back, and abdomen, 
attended by a wasting of flesh. 

I suspected that mischief was going on in the womb, and 
proposed to make an examination, but she declined. Time, 
however, went on, but gave her no relief, and at last she 
consented to an examination per vaginam. 

I found great leucorrhcea, heat, and swelling of the parts, 
the cervix of the uterus very tender and hard, the os uteri 
contracted, having one of its lips much enlarged, hard, and 
painful. The catamenia had been tolerably regular, but had 
of late given her much pain ; bowels constipated. 

I advised her to go into a hospital in London, which she 
did, and remained there for some months, but did not, de- 
rive much benefit. 

A month or two after she came out of the hospital she 
consulted me ; her appearance was much altered since I last 
saw her, as she had become very thin, looked careworn, had 
a sallow complexion, was in constant pain in the pelvis, 

C 
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loins, &c., having at intervals lancinating pains shooting up 
from her pelvis to her bosom and back, which made her 
feel nauseated and very faint ; she could now scarcely walk, 
she was in so much pain, and felt so weak, and her appetite 
was very little. 

On an examination per vaginam I found the womb in a 
diseased condition, having on the cervix an ulcer, with hard 
and irregular margins, discharging a bloody pus ; the womb 
itself hard and painful; the catamenia had been very irregular, 
and she now scarcely knew what it was to be an hour free 
from pain. 

I tried for some months a variety of medicines, such as 
gossypium, apis mell., verot. virid., macrot., hydrast. can., 
&c., with injections of Condy's fluid, &c., but with little if 
any benefit. 

Having, by this time, discovered the good effects of 
acetic acid, I now gave her acetic acid ix internally, and 
also by injections, and she at once began to amend. The 
pains in a few weeks almost subsided, and the ulcer on the 
womb began to heal, the hardness disappeared, the appetite 
returned, and in a short time she could walk miles, regained 
strength, and in every way felt comfortable. She now went 
to the seaside, and I believe she continues in as good health 
as the shattered state of her constitution will permit 

It is twelve months since I last prescribed for her, and, 
having told her to write to me if she did not continue to go 
on well, not having heard from her, I presume she considers 
herself as well as she can expect to be after all that she has 
suffered. 
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INDURATION OF THE WOMB, ENDING IN 
ULCERATION. 

A lady at the climacteric period of life consulted me for 
the relief of pains "flying all over and about her," but 
chiefly in the right side, in the hypocondrium. She had 
also nausea, constipation, and, at times, pain in the pelvis, 
darting up to the back. 

Seeing that the functions of the liver were out of order, I 
prescribed for this, and, by so doing, succeeded in relieving 
her considerably ; but she did not become quite well, as at 
her catamenial periods she suffered much, having a dis- 
charge almost amounting to menorrhagia, accompanied by 
severe pain, which incapacitated her for several days. 

I expressed a wish to examine the womb, stating that I 
feared something was wrong there, to which she readily 
consented, as this was her own idea too, and upon investiga- 
tion I found the cervix uteri very much enlarged, indurated, 
and on its surface several small ulcers. 

The parts were very tender, and the vagina inflamed. 

I now gave her acetic acid, first decimal, two drops in a 
dessert-spoonful of water every three hours, and acetic acid 
lotion to be injected, half-a-pint night and morning. The 
mjection caused considerable pain and irritation, but these 
subsided when I decreased its strength. 

The bowels had been very irregular before using the 
acetic acid, but in a short time they became almost natural. 

This I have often found to be the case after the acetic 
acid has been taken, acting, in many instances, where nux 
vom., mer. soL, &c., had failed. 

In this case the acetic acid — different dilutions — was 
used, from time to time, for some months, and the lotion 
also continued, and the result is that the lady is now free 
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from ulceration of the womb, the organ itself has resumed 
almost its natural size, and at the catamenial periods there 
is now no haemorrhage, and the general health is also much 
improved. 

It is upwards of twelve months from the time I write 
since I first gave the acetic acid; and though ulceration, &c., 
ceased in about a month after I began the acetic acid 
medicine, I still continue it at intervals as a prophylactic, 
and will continue to do so until after the lady has passed 
completely through the critical period of her life. 



I have just received the following testimony to the efficacy 
of acetic acid, prepared homoeopathically, with permission 
to publish it, from the writer, the Rev. LI. Arthur Brenan: — 
" Dear Sir, — Some time since I wrote to you respecting 
a parishioner of mine who was suffering from cancer on the 
lower part of the stomach, and which had been operated on 
three times. Since I used your prescription the lump has 
not increased, and the man suffers no pain. I met him to- 
day, and was glad to find he was so much better. What 
would you advise now ? shall he continue the prescription ? 

" Yours faithfully, 

" Ll. Arthur Brenan, 
Cloghban, the Rock, Co. Tyrone, " Clerk, 

"nth December, 1878." 



A CASE OF HYDROTHORAX. 

Twelve months ago a gentleman called upon me in the 
evening, in great distress of mind owing to the severe illness 
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of his daughter, who was fourteen years of age. He stated 
that she had been ill for the last fortnight, and that the two 
medical men who were attending her had called in yesterday 
a leading physician in town, and that their united opinion 
was that the only thing to prevent deformity of the chest in 
after life would be to tap the chest; and this they had 
agreed to do, and therefore decided to perform in the 
morning the operation of paracentesis, and to draw off a 
pint and a half oi the fluid in the chest, and if she could 
bear it, to repeat the operation in a day or two, and drain, 
off another pint of the fluid, as if this were not done, very 
likely death would ensue. 

This decision so deeply distressed the parents that they 
determined to have my opinion on the subject, and upon 
visiting the young lady that same evening I found her in 
the following condition : Lying on her right side, unable to 
move or to be moved ; her breathing most oppressive, short, 
and painful ; her face pale, and her voice only a whisper, 
as every breath or word produced excessive pain ; her thirst 
was intense ; her skin was parched ; her tongue tremulous 
and deeply furred ; pulse weak, and 120 ; temperatmre under 
the tongue 102°, in the axilla toi°; bowels constipated, 
and urine loaded with lithates ; cough severe, but with not 
much expectoration ; dozes are rare intervals ; no appetite 
for the last ten days. 

On examining the chest, which was a difficult matter 
because of the great pain which any movement of the patient 
produced, I discovered that the left side of the chest was 
much enlarged, both anteriorly and posteriorly. The skin 
was intensely hot, and exceedingly tender to the touch. 

The fluid in the pleura was so great that it had pushed 
the heart out of its place, considerably to the right side. 
There was great dulness on percussion, the stethoscope 
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revealed no trace of respiration in either anterior or posterior 
part of the left lung ; aegophony entirely absent. 

The case being a very formidable one, and the medical 
men previously consulted having given such a decided 
opinion that paracentesis was the only means for saving the 
patient's life, I naturally gave a very guarded opinion ; but 
as the parents of the child were most adverse to the opera- 
tion, I asked to be allowed to take the case in charge until 
the following morning. My request was granted. 

I objected to tapping the chest, and forbade all stimulants, 
of which she had been ordered a large supply. I substituted 
for the stimulants milk and soda water iced, and ordered 
the application of large compresses to the chest and back, 
saturated with a lotion composed of electron and sulphurous 
acid, and prescribed aeon, and apis mell. every half-hour in 
alternation, giving strict orders that no stimulants should be 
given. 

I paid my patient an early visit next morning, and was 
delighted to learn that she had obtained three hours' con- 
secutive sleep, had complained of little or no pain, and had 
eaten a few slices of bread and butter. 

On entering the patient's room, I found her lying on her 
back, looking quite cheerful; the breathing was tolerably 
easy, the cough much subdued, the pulse reduced to loo, 
temperature ioo°, tongue cleaner, thirst much less, urine 
free and less turbid. Medicine, compresses, and milk and 
soda iced, to be continued, and to have beef-tea and a 
new-laid egg. Eight o'clock same evening, doing remark- 
ably well. Had several hours' sleep, eaten an egg, and 
taken some beef-tea. Medicine, &c., to be continued, but 
the medicine to be given at longer intervals. 

This is the first food and sleep which the patient has 
enjoyed for the last ten days. Next morning, patient pro- 
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gressing most satisfactorily. Slept several hours, breathing 
much relieved, scarcely any pain in chest, appetite improving, 
chest much less swollen, action of heart freer, dulness on 
percussion subsiding, and respiratory murmur audible; 
spirits buoyant, and she can now sleep on either side. 

The mother told me that the medical man who had been 
in constant attendance upon her daughter had called, and 
upon hearing that the patient was better, expressed a wish 
to see me. Being glad to see a spirit of liberality on his 
part, I readily consented We met at the house of the 
patient, and I then asked him to accompany me into her 
room to see and judge of her condition for himself. He 
thanked me most politely, came with me into the room, 
and, being invited by me to examine the case, he did so 
very minutely, and there and then pronounced her to be 
* decidedly better ' — this being only about twelve hours after 
I had first visited the patient When we came into the 
drawing-room, after seeing the patient, he expressed his 
astonishment at the improvement, but did not think she 
would recover without being tapped, and very earnestly 
begged me not to delay too long in performing this operation. 
He then asked me to tell him the medicines I had used. 
I mentioned aconite and apis ; the former he had already 
niade use of in this case, of the latter he was completely 
ignorant 

As the patient continued to improve uninterruptedly, I 
need not narrate the treatment from day to day. Suffice it, 
therefore, to say that in exactly three weeks from the time 
I first saw her she was sufficiently recovered to be sent to 
Hastings for a change, and that without being tapped, bled, 
or blistered, secundum artem. Last summer, a few months 
after her illness, she had a tour on the Continent with her 
parents, and when in Switzerland scaled mountains and 
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crossed glaciers, I was told, like an antelope — a. certain test 
that her breathing and heart were in a normal condition, 
and that all the fluid on the chest had been removed — 
withimt tapping/ 

REMARKS. 

As this case is a remarkable one, I purposely delayed 
publishing it until now, twelve months after its occurrence, 
in order to see if, during this period, any sjmaptoms ot 
hydrothorax might re-appear; but she has been entirely free 
from them. 



CARBUNCLE FOLLOWED BY ACUTE CEREBRAL 
SYMPTOMS. 

A gardener, aged 50 years, has been intemperate, but is 
now a moderate drinker. Constitution naturally good, but 
about two years ago had a very severe palmar abscess, 
through which he nearly lost his hand, as gangrene ensued. 
His hand, however, has been for the last twelve months 
or more quite well, and he has been following his usual 
occupation. 

About a month ago he came to me suffering from a large 
carbuncle on the nape of his neck, two and a half inches in 
diameter. Ordered linseed-meal poultices, with carbolic 
acid lotion, and hep. sulph. ix every two hours. Two days 
after, the carbuncle was much enlarged, discharging by 
twenty small apertures; patient quite unable to move his 
head. Made a crucial incision into it, and applied same 
lotion and poultice, and repeated the medicine. 

In two days after the patient came to me, the carbuncle 
was going on well ; but a very severe attack of gout had 
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come on in the great toe of his right foot, which was much 
inflamed and tender. 

Applied a lotion which I have lately made use of for 
gout, and in four hours all pain and inflammation in the toe 
had entirely subsided, and did not return. 

Carbuncle progressed favourably, and in a few days he 
was able to do a little work in a garden ; but as the day 
was a cold one with a bitter east wind, he was seized with 
violent rigors, and the next day I found him in bed, with 
intense fever, pulse 120, temp. 102° Great thirst, head- 
ache, tongue coated, skin dry, and hot face, much swollen, 
and delirious at intervals. 

Aeon, and bell, every half-hour, veratrum viride lotion to 
the face and head. 

Next day swelling increased, eyes completely closed up ; 
delirious all night ; pulse 125, temp. 103*^. 

Lotion to be continued, and the face dusted over with 
flour. 

Verat. vir. ix in five-drop doses every half-hour, ice 
internally. 

Next day, better in every respect ; has taken a little tea 
and toast Medicine to be continued. 

Next day. — Last night had some hours' sleep, a little 
wandering ; bowels acted, urine less turbid. To have beef- 
tea, with port wine and quinine, soL 2, five drops every two 
hours. 

The progress from this was in every way satisfactory, and 
he is now, April 12th, quite well, being only a month since 
his attack of carbuncle, gout, and acute cerebral symptoms. 

Had this case been treated allopathically, and even sup- 
posing the patient had recovered, which would, at least, 
have been doubtful, his convalescence would have been of 
a protracted character; whereas, under the homoeopathic 
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treatment, in a week after the disease was subdued, he was 
able to resume his usual occupation. The manner in which 
homoeopathy husbands the strength of the patient, cures the 
disease, generally, in a brief period, and thus prevents a 
tedious convalescence, is not, I fear, sufficiently appreciated 
by either the patient or the public 



CASE OF FRACTURE OF THE UPPER THIRD, 
THIGH. 

Master F. was running along the curb-stone, when his foot 
slipped, and he tumbled down. His screams soon attracted 
attention, and when he was taken up he could not stand, 
but continued screaming. He was taken home ; and hav- 
ing been sent for, I discovered an oblique fracture of the 
upper third of the thigh, just below the lesser trochanter. 
After having adjusted the bones, and applied the necessary 
bandages and splints, the leg was placed nearly lying on its 
side, on a pillow. This seemed a very easy position to the 
little sufferer. His age was 1 2 years. 

He had a dose of the 3rd dec. of tinct aeon, to take 
every hour, as he was very excited, and in great pain. 

For a day or two after the accident, he had no use of his 
bowels, but on the third day violent purging came on, of a 
very dark and offensive character, which relieved him very 
considerably. 

I believe this purging may be attributed entirely to the 
continuous doses of aconite which he was obliged to take. 
For some days he got on tolerably well, but a constant and 
painful jumping and tilting up of the fractured end of the 
thigh set in, which caused him to scream incessantly. I 
was sent for, and was somewhat puzzled to know how to 
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treat this, as I did not like to have recourse to opium. I, 
however, prescribed tinct nux vomica, 3 diL, ordinary pro- 
portion, a dessert-spoonful to be taken every half-hour until 
easier. I called again in a few hours, and to my delight 
found that two doses of the medicine had completely 
subdued the jumpings in the thigh, and the lad was now 
dozing. 

He had frequent returns of these attacks, and I always 
found the nux potent to quell them in a short time. 

REMARKS. 

My object in submitting this case is for a twofold pur- 
pose, viz., first, to show what a powerful agent nux vomica 
is in such instances as the above, and how it allays 
these distressing jumpings without producing any injurious 
after results, as opium too frequently does; and that 
homoeopathic surgeons, who may perhaps meet with such 
cases for the first time, may know how to treat them, as, so 
far as I know, such a case is not to be found in any 
homoeopathic work ; and, secondly, to show what a speedy 
cure was effected. 

The lad broke his leg on August 21st. On the 3rd of 
September following, the bone was so well united that it did 
not require any splints \ on the 8th of September he could lift 
his leg; on the loth he could hop about on crutches; on 
the 1 7th he went out for a drive ; and in about two months 
from the accident he could walk without crutches. 

From the oblique character of the fracture, and the tilt- 
ing of the bone, I feared that his thigh would be consider- 
ably shorter than the other ; but from the position in which 
it was kept — that of relaxing the muscles attached to the 
upper part of the thigh bone — and the speedy relief which 
the nux effected, the leg is scarcely, if at all, shorter than 
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Our enemies ask, " What would globules avail in cases of 
fracture ? " We point them to such cases as the above, and 
say, " See what Homoeopathy (not globules) can do in one 
of the most severe and awkward cases of fracture." 



AMAUROSIS (A DISEASE OF THE EYE). 

Miss A., aged 24, has been suffering for some time from 
a dimness of sight, which continues to increase. She thinks 
she injured her eyes by close application to fine needle- 
work ; she has consulted several doctors and surgeons, but 
to no advantage. When she placed herself under my care, 
she complained of pains about her eyes and eyebrows, great 
dimness of sight, as if she were looking through mist, and 
numerous spots (musccB volitantes) of all shapes and sizes 
continually before her eyes, and these spots frequently 
appeared red, yellow, and different other colours. I gave 
her some print to read, but she could not keep the line, nor 
could she see the words distinctly. The catamenia has been 
irregular for years, bowels natural, urine clear. On ex- 
amining the eye by the ophthalmoscope ^ the peculiar opacity 
characteristic of amaurosis was quite distinct, the pupil 
contracted and expanded slowly, and the tout ensemble of 
the eyes presented a dull heavy appearance. I ought to 
state that this patient had tried homoeopathy under the care 
of a homoeopathic practitioner, and derived no benefit, but 
she was persuaded to try it again, and consequently con- 
sulted me. 

She has now been under my care three months, and is 
quite well. The chief medicines I gave her were ruta and 
digitalis. 
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CHRONIC HEPATITIS, OR LIVER DISEASE, 
WITH GALI^STONES. 

This patient was an Indian officer, returned home, on 
leave of absence, on account of bad health. His age was 
48, nervous, sanguine temperament, has been ill for many 
years, taken a great quantity of medicine, especially quinine 
and mercury. Suffered from severe attacks of pain and 
weight in the liver ; the pains were of a burning nature, 
increased by sneezing, coughing, walking, writing, cold 
winds, and after eating; has frequent attacks of nausea, and 
shooting and gnawing in the pit of the stomach. 

Bowels constipated, and excretions dark and hard, green 
after taking medicine; urine scanty, thick, and pinky. 
Cold weather thickens urine much (father died of stone in 
the bladder); stream of urine sometimes spiral, and after 
an attack of pains in liver passes urine like pure bile. 
Thinks domestic affliction brought on his illness, hastened 
and augmented by his residence in India. 

Skin generally hard, husky, and dark brown colour. Had 
a yellow perspiration after one of his attacks; has an 
eruption on the ankle. 

Tongue, coated, white, and papillae irritable, metallic 
taste in the mouth, and exceedingly fond of salt ; eyes, 
yellow and dull ; ears, buzzing of insects in them ; chest, 
had pneumonia twice ; has a hard, hollow cough, and run- 
ning of yellow mucus at the nose. Head, rheumatic pains 
at the back and nape of neck. Had a sunstroke in India, 
twenty-eight years ago. Pulse, 90 ; spirits low ; body much 
emaciated of late. Physical signs : chest broad and flat, 
percussion dull over anterior and superior surface ; voige 
strong and harsh ; anterior lobe of liver hard and enlarged. 
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and cannot bear it to be percussed ; great pain and tender- 
ness when pit of stomach is touched, and pain over the 
kidneys. 

Soon after he put himself under my care he had one of 
his attacks, and he told me that the doctors could never 
make out what caused them. I was fully impressed that 
they were produced by gall stones. But he told me he 
never had passed any, so far as he knew. I ordered him a 
dose of castor oil, and requested the nurse to examine the 
evacuations, and, on my next visit, the nurse showed me a 
wine-glassful of gall stones / The mystery was now solved I 
These attacks were of a most severe description ; he groaned 
and writhed in perfect agony, from the pain in his stomach 
and the continual sickness, until the perspiration dropped 
off him. 

Now, the reason why I give this case, with all these par- 
ticulars, is that supposing it should fall into the hands of an 
allopathic practitioner, he may see that there is no mistake 
about the nature of the case ; and also that, in the patient's 
former attacks, though treated secundem artem or according 
to allopathy, the cause of the disease was never discovered, 
much less cured, but returned again as severe as ever. 

But since he has been treated homceopathically, now three 
years ago, he never has had but one attack, and that the 
one to which reference is here made, and he is, I believe, 
at this moment, October 6, 1856, better than he has been 
for years. 

He was only under my care about three months. The 
medicines I gave him were chiefly aconite, nux vomica, 
mercurius, belladonna, &c., administered as the symptoms 
of the case indicated. 

From such a case as this, one sees the power which 
homoeopathic medicines possess of eradicating disease from 
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the system, and consequently completely changing the ab- 
normal functional organism to that of normal and healthy 
states, which the best allopathic skill could not effect 



CHRONIC CONSTIPATION. 

A lady, aged 60, subject to a constipated state of the 
bowels for the last twenty years, consulted me to ascertain if 
she could have any relief from homoeopathic treatment. 

On investigating the case, I could not discover any organic 
disease of any of the digestive organs, but found that there 
was great and long-established functional derangement of the 
whole abdominal viscera. The tongue was very foul, mouth 
dry and clammy. Throat, rough and uneasy. Thirst; 
scarcely any appetite, and after partaking of either liquid 
or solid food, pain at the stomach and constant nausea, with 
frequent sickness, great flatulence, with rising of sometimes 
hot and sometimes sour water into the mouth; scarcely any 
sleep at night, constant tossings, with hot skin, but occa- 
sionally very cold ; feet always cold, and head hot and pain- 
ful. Sleep, when she had any, full of horrid dreams. Urine 
sometimes very pale, and again at other times thick and red. 
Bowels had never been moved without either medicine or enemas 
for the last twenty years I Excretions hard, dark, and lumpy. 
Wasting much in flesh, and strength failing. Mind very 
irritable, very susceptible to colds. Tea made her very 
irritable, and entirely banished any tendency to sleep. 

The above are only a few of the symptoms of this lady, 
copied from my notes of her case. But they will be suffi- 
cient to show the wretched state she was in, both in mind 
and body, and for which she could obtain no relief, notwith- 
standing every drug, from Murray's magnesia, Cheltenham 

10 
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waters, salts and senna, to blue pill, gamboge, scammony, 
and castor oil, had been tried in all manner of ways and 
compounds. 

On looking over some scores of prescriptions which this 
lady had received from different physicians whom she had 
consulted, and which had cost her as many guineas, I was 
forcibly struck with this fact^ that no two of them agreed in 
the medicines they prescribed for their patient I and yet this is 
the practice which allopaths call scientific medicine I 

In six weeks after this lady consulted me, all her irregular 
functions were rectified, and that by infinitesimal doses of 
opium, natron, mur, and mercurius. But my readers will 
perhaps inquire, " Had diet no share in effecting these 
changes?" None whatever, because when this lady first 
consulted me, her appetite was so bad she could eat scarcely 
anything, and that only the most light and nutritious food, 
so that the only alteration made in her diet was this, that in 
a short time she acquired a vigorous appetite and ate her 
food with 2l gusto to which she had been a stranger for years. 

ERYSIPELAS OF THE HEAD, FOLLOWED BY 
RHEUMATIC FEVER. 

Case of the Late Rev. H. Cook, D.D., LL.D. 

In the year 1859, in the month of August, the Rev. 
Henry Cook, D.D., LL.D., Belfast, a very learned and 
popular Presbyterian divine, came to preach and lecture in 
Cheltenham. He was my guest, and when he came to my 
house he was suffering from erysipelas, caught by lecturing 
in a large hall to an immense audience a few days before. 
Directly he came into my house he went to bed. The 
erysipelas extended all over his head and face, closing up 
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both his eyes, and causing his nose to swell enormously. 
He was at times delirious with intense fever. Being an 
allopath, and never having been treated homoeopathically, I 
asked him, in one of his lucid hours, if he would prefer to 
be treated allopathically. He replied, " No ; I am in for it 
now, and will stick to homoeopathy, sink or swim." In a 
few days he was much better, and in a fortnight well, but he 
very imprudently rushed out into the drawing-room balcony 
one day when convalescent — but as yet had not been out 
of doors — to see a balloon which was soaring up Cambray, 
just before the drawing-room windows. I, being in the 
room at the time, at once called him in : but the mischief 
was done, as in about an hour shivering came on, and he 
had again to go to bed, and had a very severe attack of 
rheumatic fever, from which, however, he recovered, 
although his strength had not been recouped from his 
previous illness. He was, at this time, about 70 years of 
age. 

He left my house feeling well, though weak, and a few 
days after he wrote me a note, saying how well he bore his 
journey to Hanley, Staffordshire. " Preached twice the 
following Sunday, and nothing wearied. Following day, 
drove ten miles, lectured in the evening, and have no 
complaint but want of appetite. My face is getting smooth 
and tolerant of the razor, and I am prepared to return 
home. My best thanks are due for your skill and care, 
and, at all events, I can say experimentally, / was restored 
from two severe diseases by homoeopathic medictney and that if 
any affirm that allopathic medicines are more potent, I will 
aflSrm in return that the homoeopathic are potent and most 
pleasant, and my cure proves their efficacy." 

This note is dated, ** Hanley, Staffordshire, September 6, 
1859." 
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Now any one who knows anything of the late Rev. Dr. 
Cook, knows that he was a man of most powerful intellect, 
a profound logician, mathematician, accustomed to think 
and weigh evidence, had studied medicine, anatomy, 
surgery, chemistry, &c., at the University of Dublin, and 
was well versed in medicine as well as theology, therefore 
his testimony is of much value as regards homoeopathy. 
After his recovery he told me that from his age and the 
severity of his diseases, he did not think he would have 
recovered under allopathic treatment. 



ERYSIPELAS IN THE FACE AND HEAD. 

A lady, aged 36 years, of sanguine temperament, had 
been ill for some days before I was called in. On visiting 
her, the following symptoms presented themselves : — 

Right side of face and ear much swollen and very red, 
eyes puffed, severe headache, tongue white, great thirst, 
strong fever, pulse 124 and full, skin hard and dry, no 
appetite, bowels confined, and urine high coloured and 
scanty. Prescribed tinct. aeon, mixture, a tablespoonful 
every two hours. 

Following day, less pain in head, had some sleep, copious 
perspiration, bowels moved, not so thirsty, face not so red. 
Continue aeon, every four hours. 

Next day not so well, restless night, and head bewildered 
Ordered tinct. bell, same as aeon. 

Next day not so well, very bad night, much delirium and 
groaning during the night, unable to answer any question, 
talked incoherently, tongue darkish, and lips purple. 
Erysipelas extending all over the head, eyes injected, pulse 
126 and fluttering, great thirst, skin moist Tinct. rhus tox. 
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mixture, a tablespoonful every two hours. Next day much 
better, more composed, talked rationally. Continue medi- 
cine at longer intervals. Next day still improving, face 
and head much better. 

From this the patient progressed most satisfactorily, and 
in a fortnight from her being first seized with the complaint, 
she was out of doors and able to walk some distance, 

A CONTRAST. 

Now let us contrast the above treatment with that recom- 
mended in such cases by allopathic authorities. I copy the 
following from the reference book of almost every surgeon, 
the " Surgeon's Vade Mecum : " emetics and purga- 
tives, />., tartar emetic and calomel, followed by black 
draughts, colchicum, saline draughts, bark, opium, &c 
Such are the internal remedies. The local ones are bleed- 
ings, leeches, or minute punctures made by the point of a 
lancet. Cold lotions, warm or tepid fomentations, flour 
dusted on the inflamed part, mercurial ointment, nitrate of 
silver, incisions, or laying open the inflamed part by scarifi- 
cations ! 

Such is the heroic practice of the allopathic school, and 
the wonder is that these violent and exhausting means do 
not invariably kill the patient. But the truth is, the human 
system has wonderful powers of endurance, and often says, 
as it were, to the heroic practitioner, "Though you are 
doing your best or worst to kill me, by draining my vital 
blood away, purging my strength out of me, and nauseating 
me with tartar emetic, &c., yet I shall get well in spite of all 
this, but you will leave me awfully weak and a complete 
wreck for some time.'* 

Now I wonder if the following thoughts ever crossed any 
of my readers' minds. Think you, could a healthy man be 
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hled^ purgedy and nauseated without reducing his strength^ 
and consequently making him ill f and if he cannot y think you, 
can a diseased man endure all this with impunity , in addition 
to his other sufferings 1 



The following case was published in the Homceopathic 
Times for September 24, 1853, by the patient himself, who 
is a clergyman. 

This gentleman is still alive and doing duty, and although 
I have his consent to append his name to this r^-publication 
of his letter, I have decided to withhold it 

April, 3, 1879. 

MEDICAL DIARY OF AN INVALID GENTLEMAN, 
DURING A RECENT VISIT TO CHELTENHAM. 

Dear Reader, — Consider yourself as talking to a man 
about forty-five years of age, and bear with me patiently 
whilst I tell you a bit of my life. Well, then, when young 
and at the University, I was a gay and dashing Cantab ; in 
fact, what is generally styled * a fast man.' At 35 years you 
would have beheld me, a lean, tall gentleman, whose 
countenance was indicative of much mental and physical, 
suffering, whose aspect was melancholy, whose voice was 
weak, whose limbs were infirm, whose hands trembled and 
shook, and whose skin was covered with a loathsome 
eruption. But, ah ! what were these outward appearances 
to the mental and physical tortures which I suffered 
inwardly ? My mind was continually racked with retrospec- 
tive follies and prospective sufferings. The society of 
friends was irksome. My feelings were — leave me alone to 
brood over my sad state ; do not talk to me of blue skies 
and balmy breezes, &c, whilst such a canker-worm corrodes 
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my very vitals. But why need I harrow my reader's feeh'ngs 
with a recital of my thousand and one suflferings ? Suffice it 
to say, I was a complete martyr to dyspepsia, liver, kidney, 
and skin diseases. 

" At this age and in this state, I repaired to London to 
consult Dr. Chambers. He, seeing the shattered state of 
my constitution, prescribed travelling, &c I went to the 
Continent, was there for some time, took Dr. Chambers's 
medicine regularly, but came home no better. I saw Dr, 
Chambers again ; went on with his medicine for a long time; 
but deriving no benefit, I consulted Dr. Watson, and after 
being under him for months, did not find myself any better. 
After this I consulted several other medical men, among 
whom was Sir B. Brodie; was recommended to try the 
Cheltenham waters, and for this purpose I came to 
Cheltenham. 

" May I St, 1853. Up to this period, being about three 
years since I consulted Dr. Chambers, I find I have received 
201 recipes from different medical men, no two of them 
agreeing in their contents — I know sufficient of doctors' 
prescriptions to ascertain this ; have had twelve dozen 
leeches and twenty blisters applied ; swallowed some hogs- 
heads of mineral waters and gallons of nasty physic ; been 
salivated several times, and have therefore nearly had all my 
teeth destroyed, besides paying a good round sum for all 
this mischief; but this I do not regret, as I believe my 
doctors did all they could for me. 

"3rd. Arrived in Cheltenham; much fatigued by the 
journey, and retired early to bed. 

**4th. Very weak and poorly; bad night; can eat no 
breakfast; tongue parched; horrid irritation of the skin; 
must have some advice about the waters here, to-day. 

^ 5th. This is a lovely town, had I only health to enjoy 
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it Bought to-day a little book on * The Use and Abuse of 
the Cheltenham Waters/ by Dr. Hastings, a resident Read 
it and think of consulting him about the waters. 

" 6th. Very poorly all day. Went to a druggist's in the 
evening to have a recipe compounded. 

" 7th. Did not get up until mid-day ; took medicine last 
night; very poorly all day. Will consult Dr. Hastings to- 
morrow about the waters. Great pains in sides and ankles» 
and can scarcely walk. 

"8th. Called on Dr. Hastings, to consult him, as I 
thought of taking the Cheltenham waters, being recom- 
mended here for that purpose. He then went into my case 
most thoroughly ; wrote down every circumstance connected 
with it, as I narrated it to him ; and after I had done he 
began, and questioned me most minutely, like an opposite 
counsel, upon the depositions I had given him. An hout 
and a half were fully occupied by him in exploring both my 
whole corpus and case. He then asked to see the prescrip- 
tions I had been using. 

" Mem, If that is the man the druggists call a * quack,' 
I wish there were more of them. Never, in all my expe- 
rience, did I get such a poking and probing to find out all 
about my case as from him. Be his principles what they 
may, he is certainly anxious to benefit his patients. 

" 9th. Called on Dr. Hastings, and gave him prescrip- 
tions. * Sir,' said he, * allow me time to look over these, and 
call again to-morrow.' * Certainly,' said I. 

" loth. Called again on the doctor according to appoint- 
ment, but never shall I forget his salutation. * Sir,' said he, 
' I have looked over this bundle of heterogeneous rubbish,' 
holding up my highly valued recipes, for at this period I 
knew little of homoeopathy, * and I am truly astonished that 
they have not killed you.' I stared. * Nay, Sir,' said he, 
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* don't be amazed ; hear me. Why, Sir, do you know you 
have taken ' — ounc«s of mercury, — drachms of iodine, 
— scruples of corrosive sublimate ? ' * Pray, Doctor, stop ; 
you make me quite nervous.' * But, Sir, I haven't half done, 

for besides these ' * Pray, Doctor — I beg your pardon 

for interrupting you — but what was I to do ? They were all 
ordered for me by first-class doctors.' ' Precisely so,' said 
he ; * men who stand high in society, and high in their pro- 
fession, and to whose dicta the sick public bow, yet, never- 
theless, irrespective of their high social position, and many 
excellent qualities and attainments as anatomists, chemists, 
botanists, physiologists, pathologists, they are terribly 
ignorant in therapeutics, or the true art of healing disease. 
Sir, don't be astonished when I tell you that not one of all 
these physicians who have written prescriptions have either 
proved or know the real effects of any one of the most 
simple or deleterious ingredients therein ordered, and this 
being the case, how is it possible that they can have any 
correct ideas of their actions upon the sick, in this com- 
pounded and heterogeneous form ? Truly, Dr. Paris may 
exclaim, that the ingredients of each prescription were 
fighting together in the dark. If they had by repeated 
experiments first ascertained the effects of these several 
drugs upon the system of the healthy man, they would have 
refrained from mixing them, knowing well that this would 
confuse their several properties, and render them null ; but 
lacking this highly necessary knowledge they have jumbled 
a lot of them together, hoping that if one miss the mark the 
other may hit" * 

' I forbear mentioning the quantities, as it really makes me shake to 
think I was made such a mercury mine. 

« This has been hitherto mentioned, but, as the patient narrates it in 
his diary, I have not erased it. — H. H. 
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" * But, Doctor,' said I, * have any doctors proved medi- 
cine in this way you speak of?' *My dear Sir,' said he, 
'look at these six volumes,' pointing to six goodly well- 
fingered volunles lying before him on his study table; 'these 
contain the provings of about three hundred different medi- 
cines.' * Indeed ! ' exclaimed I, in perfect amazement ; 
'and pray, Doctor, do you only give one medicine at a 
time, of whose effects you are cognizant?' 'Precisely so,' 
said he, * as I have just told you, and proved. Our reme- 
dies are all tried and proved ones, and therefore we know 
the precise parts of the body upon which they act, and 
administer them accordingly.' 

" ' Well, Doctor, I am now anxious to know whether you 
think the Cheltenham waters will suit me.' 

" 'No,' said he, * neither the Cheltenham waters nor any 
other mineral waters will suit you, and simply for this reason, 
namely, symptoms of general dropsy are exhibiting them- 
selves, and this being the case, mineral waters would only 
aggravate those diseases which are giving origin to this 
deposition of water, or dropsy. Besides, you have alr.eady 
taken too much mineral waters; had you taken less of them 
and less of medicine, you would not have had so many 
pains and aches about you.' I was now beginning to think 
that the doctor was right; but I was very anxious to get 
well, and did not see how I could attain that without the 
use of drugs, so I asked him what he would advise me to 
do. ' You have,' said he, * now used drugs for three years, 
and tried mineral waters without any benefit at all, so it is 
time for you to think of trpng something else, and what I 
would advise you is to give homoeopathy, combined with a 
little hydropathy, a fair trial, as I firmly believe that a judi- 
- cious combination of these will effect more for you than all 
the drugs and mineral waters in Christendom : and though, 



139 



mind you, I do not positively say that they will cure you, I 
do most firmly assert that they will render your life more 
bearable, and free you from your present state of suffering.' 
* Enough,' said I ; * I am. Doctor, entirely in your hands.' 
He then wrote out for me a diet-table, specifying the hours 
of my meals, and what I was to have at each, lopping off 
many things which I had been in the habit of taking, and 
permitting the use of others which had been prohibited by 
other doctors. I, however, saw that his object was, as he 
said, * to nourish me without unduly stimulating my system.' 
He also gave me six little powders, one of which I was to 
take night and morning, dissolved in a spoonful of water. 

" Mem. I now see clearly how it is that the druggists do 
not like the doctor, as he does not choose, as he forcibly 
expresses it, ^to make a chemisfs shop of his patienfs stomach' 
If the practical results of homoeopathy be as good as his 
ideas of medicine appear to be correct, what a blessing 
homoeopathy will be to mankind ! 

"nth. Took my powder last night and this morning. 
They have neither taste nor smell — ^pleasant medicine at all 
events \ though do not think such tiny little powders can do 
much good. 

"13th. Have taken my six powders, and think I am 
decidedly better ; at all events, my spirits are more cheerful, 
appetite better, and sleep more refreshing. Called upon the 
doctor, had a long tHe-d-tite with him ; he also considers me 
improving. To go on with powders only at night, and to 
wear a wet compress over my stomach. 

^^Mem. Queer thing this homoeopathy, though the 
doctor seems to have great confidence in it. I must say I 
have no great faith in it, yet I feel better than I have done 
for a long time. Great faith in the doctor. 

" 17th. Feel remarkably^ queer to-day, am all out of 
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sorts ; could fight with a cat ; and, what is worse, all my \ 
pains and aches are increased. Confound this homoeopathy I ' 
I am sure it will not suit me. Called upon the doctor in a 
very irritable mood ; told him he was making me worse 
instead of better. ' How ? ' said he. * Why,' said I, * all 
my pains, &c, are increased.' * Are you sure of that? ' said 
he. * Quite positive,' said I. He smiled and said, * I am 
very glad to hear it' (Confound the fellow! thought I, if this 
be his sympathy, I do not much admire it), ' as it shows 
you, Sir, that I have not been aiming at the moon and 
hitting one of the stars, in other words, I have been storming 
the enemy in the camp.' * You have,' said I, * and that, too, 
with a vengeance !' * Never mind, it's all right.' I thought 
it was all wrong. * It is all for your good, ' said he, and he 
then commenced to catechise me most minutely about all 
my pains and feelings, both mentally and bodily, and ended 
by saying, * All right. Sir ; perfectly right. Sir ; go out every 
day for two hours, from eleven o'clock to one o'clock, in an 
open fly ; go on with the same diet, and call on me in two 
days.' *But, Doctor, won't you give some medicine? I 
have taken all the powders.' * Not a particle,' said he, * until 
I again see you, when I hope to see you better.' 

"19th. Very much better this morning; pains and aches 
nearly all gone. Called upon the doctor. ' Hope you feel 
better?' said he. *0h, yes,' said I, *very much.' *Glad 
to hear it,' said he ; * you thought, I suppose, the medicine 
was going to kill you ; but the fact of the matter is. Sir, it 
was only a slight aggravation of your disease, produced by 
having taken a dose or two of the medicine too much ; all 
good for you in the end.' 

**2ist. Have been thinking a great deal about homoeo- 
pathy; it certainly seems to be a rational system of medicine 
— wonder that it is not more extensively known. Do not 



feel quite so well to-day ; eruption on skin very troublesome. 
Called on the doctor ; got from him three small globules, 
like mustard seeds, one of which I was to dissolve in a 
spoonful of water, and take every night. 

" 24th. Better in every respect ; to continue the same 
medicine. Had a good walk to-day. 

^* 26th. From this date up till the middle of July, making 
about two months and a half since I consulted Dr. Hastings, 
I progressed favourably; regained my strength very con- 
siderably ; lost all my hippish feelings ; eruption on the skin 
and the swellings of my legs disappeared. I could now 
enjoy my food much, and walk many miles without fatigue. 
Indeed, I was so much recovered, that I left my valued, 
doctor and Cheltenham in high spirits to resume my duty. 
Not that I was quite well, but that I was so far recovered 
that, with care, I felt I could get along tolerably well. On 
parting with the doctor, he gave me some of his wonderful 
tasteless — though to me magic — medicine, telling me how 
to use it, and, if I did not go on well, to write to him. 

"September ist Feel as merry as a kitten, and as light 
as a bee. Had only occasion to write twice to the doctor 
since I parted with him. My friends are all amazed and 
delighted with the effect homoeopathy has had upon me. 
As for my own feelings, I can only say that if I had it in 
my power, I would have every soul, from the Queen to the 
pauper, treated, when ill, homceopathically. Oh ! were I 
only a medical man, not all the druggists and physicians in 
England would prevent me from proclaiming its doctrines 
and practising its glorious principles ; and herein is where I 
vastly admire the noble spirit of my dear bodily saviour. Dr. 
Hastings, as he had the hardihood, not to say moral courage, 
to embrace and practise it, when convinced of its correct- 
ness, at the imminent risk of losing all his practice ; for, be 
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it observed, when he declared himself a homoeopath, he had 
only just purchased a practice which had been conducted 
by an allopath for twenty years. Nor did he ever once 
attempt, as I am credibly informed, to practise it, as many 
do, sub rosay but, like a true man who had first thoroughly 
satisfied his mind that allopathy was wrong in theory and 
practice, and homoeopathy correct in both, he declared his 
intention publicly to practise the latter, not fearing but that 
its results in disease would testify the truthfulness of his 
principles. It is probable that I have said more than will 
be agreeable to the doctor's feelings ; but I considered it was 
only my duty to make these remarks, as I am the recipient 
of the blessings of those principles, the adoption and advo- 
cacy of which have cost my friend Dr. Hastings much 
persecution.' 

" I calmly and dispassionately tell the public, for whom I 
write, that they ought to consider the man or woman who 
speaks against homoeopathy and its professors as an enemy 
to their dearest blessing — health. I may, perhaps, be 
considered as using warm language, and recommending 
homoeopathy very sanguinely. I know it, and plead guilty ; 
but cold and callous indeed must the heart of him be 
who could do otherwise, after receiving such benefit as I 
have. I had almost despaired of ever being restored to 
tolerable health, and thought that I. was inevitably doomed 
to a premature grave ; but I thank God that I was directed 
to Cheltenham, where I met with Dr. Hastings in a very 
curious, but to me providential, manner, and that he has 
been instrumental in effecting so much good for me. 

" Oh ! dear reader, if you only knew the torments which 
I suffered for three years, and the ease of body and mind 

* This passage I had drawn the pen through, but was persuaded to 
let it remain. — H, H. 
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which I now experience, you would forgive my warm advo- 
cacy of homoeopathy, and my esteem of Dr. Hastings ; more 
especially did you feel, as I now do, for the wretched con- 
dition of those thousands of my suffering fellow-creatures 
who are at this very moment prostrate on beds of languish- 
ing, in hospitals, homes, &c, and who are subjects of the 
combined tortures of disease and drugs, not knowing that 
all their suffering might be more speedily alleviated by 
the tasteless, though potent, homoeopathic medicine, you, 
too, would feel your pulse throb with sympathy, and could 
perhaps no more remain quiet than I, in recommending 
most sincerely to these afflicted creatures such a gentle and 
efficacious system of medicine. 

"I have now done; my conscience is clear, in that I 
have recommended to all suffering and tempest-tossed 
mortals that which I verily believe to be the 'gospel of 
medical salvation,' and a peaceful haven wherein, when 
storms of affliction rage and roar, they may find a sure and 
agreeable anchorage.'* 



CARIES AND NECROSIS OF THE TOES. 

A gentleman, aged 39 years, of intemperate habit and 
scrofulous constitution, suffering from eczema of the head, 
legs, thighs, and arms for years past, but now afflicted, in 
addition to this skin disease, with caries of the big toe 
and two adjoining ones. Has consulted many of the chief 
surgeons in town, and was at last advised by a hospital sur- 
geon to have the toes amputated, as he considered a cure 
of the disease in the toes impossible. 

When he first consulted me, being advised by a friend to 
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try homoeopathy before submitting to amputation of the 
toes, he was very trembling, pulse loo, tongue coated and 
tremulous, urine full of lithates, bowels irregular ; legs, arms, 
hands, and head covered with an irritable eczematous 
eruption; appetite depraved, restless nights, desponding; 
and at the inner comer of the nail of the great toe, and 
also on the toe next it, there were irritable ulcers with 
ragged and projecting edges, discharging a most offensive 
suppuration. 

On probing the ulcers, I found the bone jagged, and a 
piece of it loose, evidently detached. My first object was 
to correct the scrofula in the blood, and prohibit all alcohol 
I prescribed sulphur and carbolic acid, and glycerine lotion. 

In a month from the time I first saw him I removed 
a large piece of dead, or necrosed, bone from the big toe; 
in fact, the whole of the two upper joints, or phalanges, of 
the toe. The bone was extensively diseased, and the smell 
of the discharge of suppuration after the removal of the 
bone was intolerable, so much so that I had at once to 
disinfect the air of the room ! 

By this time the bones of the second and third toes also 
became much diseased, and I was obliged to remove pieces 
of dead bone at intervals. 

The eczema on the legs, &c., was now very much worse, 
and owing to the patient frequently indulging too much in 
alcoholic drinks, his state was, alas ! most deplorable ; and 
not making the progress I wished, I advised him to consult 
some other surgeon, but he absolutely refused to do this, 
and preferred remaining under my care. 

I now prescribed for him the following medicine and 
lotion. Fluoric acid, 6. v drops night and morning, and a 
lotion of fluoric acid, gr. i to four ounces of water, to be 
applied constantly to the ulcers. Under this treatment the 



145 

general health of the patient gradually improved, the ulcers 
on the toes lost their unhealthy appearance, healthy granu- 
lations commenced, the ulcers discharged a pure suppura- 
tion, the smell became much less offensive, and the eczema 
also began to subside, notwithstanding that the patient still 
indulged at times in wine, &c., and in the course of a few 
weeks the patient could wear his boot and walk some miles 
without any inconvenience. The toes healed up entirely, 
and though much diminished in size are quite free from 
pain. 

This patient was about twelve months under my care. 

Now, as this is an interesting case, in a medical, surgical, 
and pathological aspect, it may be well to state the reason 
that induced me to prescribe fluoric acid internally and 
externally, as this will exhibit the difficulty, experienced in 
chronic and complicated cases, of applying the homoeopathic 
law, and also that when the homoeopathic remedy is pre- 
scribed, in nine cases out of ten a cure is the result. Until 
I prescribed fluoric acid the disease progressed, and exfo- 
liation of bones, with a most fetid discharge, continued; 
but directly this medicine was prescribed an improvement 
began — and why ? Because it was entirely homoeopathic to 
the case, as one of its grand spheres of action is on the 
bones^ in producing caries ^ or necrosis ^Le,^ death of the bone. 

It was also homoeopathic to the eczema, as fluoric acid 
causes great itching of the skin, with pain in the bones, and 
squamous eruptions, and in other respects met completely 
the symptoms of the case. 

This is another instance wherein homoeopathic treatment 
obviated the necessity of amputation, and is an example of 
the application of the law, similia similibus curantur. 
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The following cases are reprinted from, a Pimphlet pub- 
lished by me in Cheltenham, 1861, entitled ^'Consumption ; 
its Prevention and Cure," now out of print 

CONSUMPTION OF THE THROAT. 

A gentleman, H. C, aged 27 years, has suffered from 
a relaxed throat for some years, and has been under 
different medical men. 

The last he consulted advised him to have his tonsils 
removed, as they had become large, and impeded his 
talking and swallowing very much. He accordingly had 
them removed, and for a short time felt relieved. But, not 
long after this, his throat became very weak, his voice 
almost a whisper, troubled with constant scraping and hawk- 
ing up of mucus, not much cough, considerable pain in the 
throat at times ; feeling in himself very weak, and annoyed 
at nights with tickling in the throat, and inclination to cough. 

Upon examining his throat, it appeared quite red and 
sticky, white mucus adhering to it in places. 

The back part of it was like a honeycomb, full of small 
ulcers. 

The tongue was covered with a white coat ; pulse weak, 
and arm tremulous; scarcely any appetite, and spirits 
very low. 

Has had his throat touched with caustic, and taken 
medicine for some time, but gets no better. 

I prescribed a course of tincture of sulphur, second 
decimal, six drops in nine tablespoonfuls of water — a table- 
spoonful to be taken three times a day — and ordered him 
to gargle his throat frequently with cold spring-water, and 
to wear at nights a cold wet compress to his throat ; also to 
omit using tobacco. 
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Persevering in this treatment for about two months, with 
occasionally giving him causticum, and applying a lotion of 
causticum to his throaty internally, he got wonderful relief, 
and is now only inconvenienced by the loss of his tonsils^ 
which has left his throat very weak. 

Now, had not this state of the throat been removed, in a 
short time the disease would have descended to the chest 
and produced consumption, and, had the tonsils not been 
** cut out," the disease would have remained there, for some 
considerable time at least, without extending. 



CONSUMPTION, COMMENCING AFTER THE 
REMOVAL OF THE TONSILS. 

A lady, aged 40 yeai*s, married, suffered from sore throat 
for some years, which eventually ended in enlarged tonsils. 
These continued to annoy her so much, notwithstanding all 
attempts with caustic, &c., to burn them away, that she was 
advised to have them excised; and for this purpose she 
went to London and had them " cut out." For a time she 
felt better, but she soon became subject to repeated colds^ 
feeling weak and frequently losing her voice — these ending 
constantly in her having a cough with her colds, attended 
with expectoration. 

She now was persuaded to try homoeopathy, which she 
did. 

When I saw her she was very weak, nervous, and 
suffered much from difficult breathing, almost constant 
cough and expectoration of greenish mucus. Had very 
restless nights, perspirations, flushes of heat and cold, 
pulse weak and thready, scarcely any appetite, losing flesh, 
and frequent diarrhoea. 
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By a course of arsenicum, china, phosphorus, and 
digitalis, prescribed as the condition of the patient indi- 
cated, she derived much benefit, and considered herself 
cured^ and so did all her friends ; and indeed so she was, 
as far as any case of consumption in this stage can be 
cured — that is, the ravages of the disease of the lungs were 
arrested for the time, and with great care might remain so 
for years. 

But this lady, although warned against it, began attend- 
ing concerts and evening public meetings, and, conse- 
quently, again caught cold and brought on her cough. She 
now had a severe attack of pleura-pneumonia, or inflamma- 
tion of the lungs and pleura, and after this was subdued she 
began expectorating copiously tuberculous matter^ like tufts 
of cotton wool, frequently streaked with blood By and by 
these were subdued, and she became again tolerably well, 
able to go out and even walk some distance. 

For years this lady has had repeated attacks of pneu- 
monia, always ending in copious expectoration of the above 
flocky-like matter ; but the means used hitherto have been 
effectual in checking these' constantly recurring attacks. 
With care and proper homoeopathic treatment this lady 
may live ten years longer. 

Now, I must here state, at the risk of animadversion, 
in my opinion, had this lady not been treated homoeopathi- 
cally, she would have been years ago in that land where 
*' there is no death ; " and, besides, had her tonsils not been 
" cut out," but properly treated, it is my opinion that con- 
sumption would not have developed itself so soon as it did. 
These are the two points which the above case illustrates- 
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DISEASE OF THE LIVER AND STOMACH 
MISTAKEN FOR CONSUMPTION. 

A gentleman, aged 36, from the country, much wasted, 
very weak, skin like parchment, and very hot, eyes red and 
injected, tongue brown at the edge and yellow in the 
centre, mouth parched, thirsty, pain in chest and back, 
breathing short and painful, cough, with yellow expectora- 
tion; sometimes diarrhoea, sometimes the opposite; urine 
scanty and high coloured; restless nights, heated and 
feverish, and sometimes coughing at nights of a dry hard 
nature; scarcely any appetite, voice tolerably good, no 
pains in throat, pulse weak and quick. 

This gentleman was pronounced by his country doctor to 
be dying of consumption, but on carefully examining his 
chest, liver, &c., I entertained another opinion, and the 
sequel will prove I was right. 

The mixtures, pills, &a, together with cod liver oil, 
Devonshire cream, and lime water and brandy, which he 
had swallowed, were enough, as he said, **to stock a 
country chemist's shop," and the reason he assigned for try- 
ing homoeopathy was, he became no better but worse, and 
his utter inability to swallow any more allopathic " messes." 

I at once attacked the liver and stomach by medicines, 
and by regulating his diet, which had been sadly neglected, 
and in the course of three months all his pains and cough 
and expectoration were gone, and he is now as well as he 
can ever expect to be, after what he had previously suffered. 

Now, this was talked of as a wonderful cure of consump- 
tion, when it was only a cure of liver and stomach disease ; 
and I am convinced, from numerous cases which have 
come under my notice during the last fourteen years, that 



many of those cases of consumption, reported to be cured 
by hydropathy, Turkish baths, &c., were nothing but liver 
or stomach complaints. 

I do not make these remarks to lead my readers to 
suppose I set myself up as a Sir John Oracle ; I only state 
what / have seen and known^ in order to show that those of 
my fellow mortals, who may be unfortunate enough to have 
coughs, expectorations, &c., need not to despair and fancy 
that they are consumptive, but to have hope. 



INCIPIENT CONSUMPTION. 

A gentleman, aged 21 years, fair skin, blue eyes, sandy 
hair, tall of stature and very thin ; veins blue and large ; 
cheeks sunken and flushed ; gums spongy, and teeth most 
irregular, many of them decayed away; breath short and 
very fetid; cough with yellow expectoration, sometimes 
streaked with blood; almost total disinclination for any 
exercise ; appetite bad ; two sisters died of consumption ; 
pulse 100 and very feeble ; almost constant diarrhoea. 

On examining the chest I found disease had commenced 
in the upper lobes of the lungs, and threatened to proceed 
rapidly. His chest had been blistered and had had croton 
oil and tartar emetic rubbed into it, until it was one surface 
of raw flesh. He said the smarting from this prevented him 
sleeping when he felt inclined. 

This young man had already " suffered much from many 
doctors," and was on the high road to a speedy grave, when 
I saw him. 

He is now — six months since I first saw him — to use his 
own words, " as hearty as a young buck." 



CONSUMPTION, CURED BY HOMOEOPATHY, 
WHEN ALLOPATHY HAD SIGNALLY FAILED. 

The subject was a lady, whose health had been failing 
for some time,' and, at last, decided symptoms of phthisis 
set in. The cough and expectoration were great, and all 
I could do, allopathically — as I was then practising that 
system — was useless. It is true that with opiates I managed 
for a time to lull the cough and procure sleep \ but these 
effects were very temporary, and when the effects of the 
opium wore off, the cough was more troublesome than ever, 
as the opium had by no means tended to cure the cough, 
but only lull it, as is invariably the case, with anodynes. 
It is just like giving a watch-dog a sleeping pill, and allow- 
ing the thieves to carry on their work inside the house. 

At last the patient began to despah: of getting better, and 
absolutely refused to take any more medicine, saying, " she 
would take her chance." 

This aroused me and interested me still more in her case, 
as she was a dear relative of mine. 

I had, at this time, just begun to cast off my prejudice 
against homoeopathy, and was studying it; so I thought I 
would try homoeopathy in this case, and did so to the best 
of my ability ; and never shall I forget the wonderful change 
a few days of this treatment had effected in the patient. 
Her nights became calm, cough much easier, appetite 
improved, diarrhoea greatly checked, and spirits much 
better. In fact, so great and continuous was the improve- 
ment that in about six months she, that we had all despaired 
of, was quite well, ^and is so still, although ten years have 
elapsed since then. 

It need scarcely be said that this case made a deep 
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impression on my mind, and was one of that series of events, 
which a Gracious Father used, to make me a convert to 
homoeopathy. 



DIPHTHERIA. 

The death of the late Princess Alice prompted me to 
write the following letter, believing from the experience 
which I have had with this disease, diphtheria^ that if the 
Princess had been judiciously treated homoeopathically, her 
excellent and useful life would, in all probability, have been 
saved to her family and her fellow-creatures. 

The letter is written intentionally in a popular style, as it 
is for the public good. Some of the arguments in it are 
used in the previous part of this booky as they were written 
before I penned this letter, and this, it is hoped, will be an 
apology for any tautology in it 

To the Editor of the Daily Chronicle:' 

"Sir, — ^The above formidable disease, which numbers 
among its victims all classes of society, from the empress to 
the pauper, and now also the estimable and excellent 
Princess Alice, has been the subject of profound medical 
study, in its etiology, physiology, pathology ; but, notwith- 
standing, ordinary therapeutics have been too often futile in 
either arresting its progress or effecting a cure. As I have 
now been in the active practice of medicine for many years, 
and have had considerable experience in diphtheria — three 
cases recently under my care, now convalescent — will you 
kindly permit me to offer a few remarks upon this disease 
from a practical standpoint? It may be said, if I have 
anything to state on this violent disease which may be of 
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use in its treatment, why don't I publish it in the medical 
journals, and not select the colunms of a daily paper. To 
which I reply, as I am a homoeopath of twenty-five years' 
practice, no allopathic medical journals would insert a single 
line from me, were my advice ever so good, as the very 
word homoeopathy produces among the allopaths a homoeo- 
pathic-phobia ; nor would there be any use in my publishing 
these remarks in homoeopathic journals, as they would, in 
that case, be merely read by homoeopathic doctors, and not 
by the public, whom I wish to influence on such a vital 
subject as diphtheria. 

" Pardon this long introduction, which I considered 
needful to place myself in a right position with you and 
my readers. Now, what is diphtheria ? It is an inflam- 
mation of the mucous membrane of the throat, chiefly 
the pharynx, attended by an exudation of l)rmph. I do 
not intend to trouble you with a learned disquisition of the 
etiology or pathology of this disease, as I intend to confine 
my remarks entirely to its treatment, as of more practical 
importance, and in order to place this before my readers 
in a plain manner, I will illustrate it as follows : — 

" Diphtheria, then, is an inflammation, and an inflam- 
mation is a fire or fever. Now, as mostly all inflammations 
or fires begin by a spark — * behold how great a fire a little 
spark kindleth ' — the most direct and ready way to prevent 
its spreading is to check it at once, and thus extinguish 
it, for if allowed to progress, all the firemen in London 
will fail to quench its fury until the building is consumed. 

" Thus it is with the fire of diphtheria — the fire begins 
with a little spark, a feeling of malaise^ a little fever or fire, 
which if arrested by suitable medicine becomes extinct in 
a few days, but if not checked the fire continues to burn, 
ravages the system, concentrating, mostly, all its destructive 
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nature upon the throat, and terminates in destruction. But, 
are there medicines capable of thus arresting this violent 
fire? Yes. Aconite, the most powerful anti-febrifuge 
medicine known, in alternation with belladonna, whose 
specific influence on the throat is immense, given in suitable 
doses and at proper intervals, will, as my experience with 
this disease and with these medicines permits me to say, 
as a rule, check this fire of diphtheria, or, if not entirely, 
will quench its raging fury so much that the disease will 
yield in a few days to other remedies, such as biniodide of 
mercury, phytolacca, apis mellifica, &c, I state this with- 
out fear of contradiction, as it is based upon twenty-five 
years' experience with this disease — and surely I have, 
therefore, a substantial reason for asking a hearing — during 
which period I have never lost a single case of diphtheria, 
croup, measles, or scarlet fever. This may appear an 
astonishing statement, but I am ready at any moment to 
prove it. 

" How is it that this disease is so fatal under allopathic 
treatment ? 

" It may be said this is an invidious question, and asked 
simply with the intention of casting a stone at allopathy. 
This, however, I must disclaim, as my object is merely to 
show how impotent allopathic treatment is, hoping that 
the public will, when the fire of diphtheria begins to burn, 
think of aconite, belladonna, &c., as the remedies of 
allopathy have not been of much use hitherto. The 
medicines which are chiefly used by allopaths in this 
disease are citrate of potash, acetate of ammonia, jalap^ 
calomel salts, caustic, carbolic acid, emetics, &c., and, 
lastly, tracheotomy, or cutting open the windpipe. I 
quote these remedies from Dr. Jenner's * Book on Diph- 
theria,' Dr. Tanner's 'Practice of Medicine,' and Dr. 
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Ringer's, to prove my statements. Now, not any one of 
the above medicines has any specific or direct power over 
quelling the fire of diphtheria ; hence the great mortality in 
this disease. 

" There are cases of diphtheria, in strumous patients, de- 
bilitated constitutions, &c., which do not readily yield, even 
to homoeopathic remedies ; but, in these cases, the homoeo- 
pathic remedies have a significant superiority over the 
allopathic powerful drugs, inasmuch as the homoeopathic 
medicines do not enervate the patients as the other 
medicines, purgatives, emetics, &c., do; but conserve all 
the vital and physical energies of the patient, thus enabling 
the system to struggle with the disease only, and not with 
it and the debilitating effect of drugs too. As some of my 
censorious readers might conclude, if I appended my name 
to this, that I wrote it as a puff, I beg to say that I am past 
the stage of requiring a puff, and only write pro bono publicOy 
and therefore beg to subscribe myself 

"ADELPHOS, M.D. 

"December 19th, 1878." 

Since writing the above remarks, the Report of Dr. 
Oertel, one of the physicians who attended the late Princess 
Alice, has been published in the British Medical yournal^ 
January nth, 1879, ^"^> therefore, his Report may be con- 
sidered official. 

The doctor traces the outbreak and etiology of the 
disease minutely, but it is the treatment of the complaint 
which I wish to criticise, as this will vindicate the remarks 
which I have already made in my letter to the Daily 
Chronicle^ &c. 

As regards the treatment. Dr. Oertel says, Internally, 
on the one. hand, the fever and the septic infection were 
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combated by the administration of reliable remedies, such 
as salicylic acid, benzoate of soda, in large doses ; on the 
other hand — and on this we laid the greatest stress — every- 
thing was done to keep up its general strength, and main- 
tain the energy of the heart's action, by the administration 
of strong wine, port wine, arrack, cognac, etherial tincture 
of acetate of iron, &c" 

Now, observe, a raging fever — the temperature from 102** 
to 105°, from four to seven degrees above the normal — 
and yet all that was administered to quell this intense fever 
were a few untried, untested, new, and doubtful medicines, 
such as salicylic acid, &c., which appear to have had no 
antifebrifuge effects^whatever ; and even if they had, their 
efficacy would have been entirely thwarted by the im- 
mensely powerful stimulants which were given — strong 
wines, cognac, &c. 

This is unfortunately a fair sample of allopathic practice, 
as, " on the one hand," allopaths try to quench the burning 
flame, that is, the fever, while, " on the other hand," they 
throw on coals^ in the shape of strong wines, spirits, &c, 
to keep the fever up, ostensibly, as they say, to strengthen ; 
but I have yet to learn that stimulants are strength. 

What a specimen of shuttlecock therapeutics; dashing 
cold water, as it were, with the **one hand" to quench the 
fire, and pouring in stimulants with " the other hand " to 
make the flame burn ! 

Under such excessive stimulation can one be surprised 
that sleep forsook the illustrious patient, as Dr. Oertel says, 
" her nights were sleepless," and that on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, 1878, the uncontrolled fire, or fever, consumed the 
body, and exhausted nature sank to rest in the sleep of 
death ? Now, when the fever of diphtheria began to burn 
in the Princess Alice, had aconite and belladonna been 
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given, a thousand to one that the fever would have been 
arrested in a few days ; but, instead of this, new remedies 
were administered, and under the false and unphysiological 
plea of keeping up the strength, the fever was fed, the 
blood poisoned, and the septic infection increased, by 
strong wines, arrack, cognac, &c 

It may be considered presumptuous for me to thus 
criticise and denounce a treatment which was prescribed 
by leading continental physicians, learned physiologists, 
pathologists, anatomists, etiologists, &c. ; but, while I 
cheerfully acknowledge their abilities in these respects, I 
must hesitate ere I pronounce them skilled therapeutists, />., 
clever in treating disease. 

In fact, allopaths study more the different processes 
through which disease passes, its cause, nature, and results 
than its treatment; and this is even the case with Dr. 
OerteFs tedious and lengthy article on the late Princess 
Alice's case, occupying six columns of the British Medical 
youmal^ as he finishes his article by saying, " I conclude 
with the hope that this description may give, in some 
degree, a picture of the morbid process, and of the course 
of the infection in this illustrious family." Just so ; but of 
what avail, as regards the treatment of the disease, will be 
" a picture of the morbid process, and of the course of the 
infection?" None, as these pathological, &c., processes 
at the best only confer a knowledge of the diseased state, 
but do not give a single hint as regards how these morbid 
processes are to be remedied. This is the province of 
therapeutics, and not of pathology, and however interesting, 
philosophically, it may be to understand the different 
chemical processes of combustion and its results, did we 
not know how to extinguish the fire, our knowledge of 
combustion would avail us little, whilst we stood gazing at 
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the union of oxygen and carbon in producing a flame 
which was consuming the tabernacle to ashes ! Thus it is 
in medicine; as unless our knowledge of the effects of 
medicine in disease constitutes us therapeutists, in vain, as 
in the late Princess Alice's case, will be our acquirements 
as physiologists and pathologists. 

I thus use strong language and arguments, as my ex- 
perience with diphtheria convinces me that the late 
Princess Alice was a martyr to the secundem artem treat- 
ment of allopathy — a victim on the altar of orthodox 
medicine. 

Whilst writing this, the following profoundly interesting 
report, both in a pathological and etiological aspect, was 
published. 



MR. POWER'S REPORT ON DIPHTHERIA IN 
NORTH LONDON. 

"We have been favoured with an early copy of this 
important and interesting report It embodies the results 
of the inquiry commenced seven months ago by Mr. W. 
H. Power into the epidemic of diphtheria which last year 
caused so much consternation in North London, and it 
must be confessed its value amply atones for the delay in 
its production. It opens to us an entirely new field of 
etiology, and coming as it does when the public interest in 
diphtheria has been rendered so keen and widespread by 
the lamented death of Princess Alice, it is sure to receive 
ample discussion and criticism. 

"The exciting cause of nearly the whole of the 264 
cases and 38 deaths from throat illness, which occasioned 
such widespread alarm in Kilburn and St John's Wood in 
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May and June of last year, is shown by Mr. Power in his 
Report to have been, not sewer gas, as was popularly 
supposed and energetically upheld, but milk, and milk 
supplied by one particular dealer. This is by itself a most 
important discovery. Hitherto no conclusive evidence has 
been adduced of diphtheria being disseminated by the 
agency of milk, as in the case of scarlet or enteric fever, 
and all that previous research has justified us in affirming 
is, in the words of Mr. Power, that the disease has a power 
of spreading from person to person, and has also a faculty 
of development out of an antecedent prevalence of throat 
illness, the diphtheritic character of which may not, until 
a certain stage of the prevalence has been reached, be 
affirmed. 

" Of even more interest, however, than the causation of 
the epidemic by milk, is the fact, which Mr. Power found 
himself unable to explain away, that in no possible fashion 
could the milk have been humanly infected, either by 
pollution of the water used to cleanse the milk utensils 
(or, perhaps, added to the milk itself), or by the fouling of 
the utensils with soil, refuse, litter, &c., or by contamination 
of the air, from which milk might have absorbed infectious 
matter, or by the milking of the cows by persons suffering 
from any throat affections. Mr. Power has, therefore, been 
driven to surmise that actual conditions capable of affecting 
the milk, directly or indirectly, may have brought about the 
result observed. In plain words, that is, the milk as it 
came from the cow contained in it properties which were 
capable of setting up diphtheritic symptoms in the person 
drinking it. 

"This suggestion is, it need hardly be said, of the 
greatest pathological importance. If it be true that a 
certain diseased condition of the cow can bring on diph- 
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is impossible to discover in it any traces of either a diph- 
theritic or enteric material poison. 

But, notwithstanding, some dynamic poison resides in the 
milk, capable of producing in the system the most formidable 
diseases of diphtheria and enteric fever ! 

May it not, therefore be a priori and logically inferred 
that a dynamic curative property resides in homoeopathic 
infinitesimal doses ? 

What is the proof that milk produces diphtheria and 
enteric fever ? Simply by observing the results produced 
upon those who take it as a food, and not by anything of 
either a material or poisonous nature found in it ; and thus 
by a parity of observation, in disease, infinitesimal doses, 
through their dynamic properties, cure disease. 

I will now narrate a case or two of diphtheria treated 
homoeopathically. 



MALIGNANT DIPHTHERIA. 

A young married lady, aged 25, who, after her first con- 
finement, had puerperal fever, followed by enteric, or typhoid 
fever, &c., and who, after a long, and, of course, under the 
circumstances, painfiil term of suflfering, made a good re- 
covery under my care, and consultations with Dr. Yeldham 
and Dr. Leadham, was seized about eighteen months after 
this illness with diphtheria. 

Her constitution is naturally not robust, and she had 
scarcely recuperated her normal strength from her previous 
illness before this attack of diphtheria ensued. 

On my first visit I found her in a high fever, temperature 
10 1 j very thirsty ; throat very painful and congested, with 
much difficulty in swallowing ; and on the back of the fauces 
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there was an exudation of a creamy substance. In a few 
days this exudation increased, and the glands of the neck 
became enormously swollen. She could scarcely open her 
mouth ; could not at all protrude her tongue ; swallowing 
almost impossible ; severe pain in the jaws on any attempt to 
open the mouth ; all appetite gone, only craving for drinks 
which she could not swallow. I was fearful of lockjaw, or 
suffocation, from the swollen state of the throat, and the false 
membrane, which the exudation in the throat must by this 
time have produced,, though I could not see it, as the lady 
was unable to open her mouth ; and also that the glands in 
the neck would suppurate. 

This latter was much dreaded by herself, husband, and 
relatives, as the lady is handsome and possessed of a beautiful 
fair skin. 

This case, being complicated, and occurring in a lady 
whose constitution had been much enervated by the birth 
of a child, and the formidable diseases which she endured 
afterwards, made it an anxious, severe, and tedious one ; but 
in six weeks she was quite recovered, and that without the 
glands suppurating. 

The chief medicines used in this case were mercurius, 
biniod, iodine, kali bich, administered by the mouth when 
she could swallow, and when not able to do this they 
were given in a spray form. The applications used to the 
enlarged gland on the neck were ointment of iodine and 
other applications. 



DIPHTHERIA. 

A young gentleman, aged 27 years, of delicate constitu- 
tion, temperate habits, has travelled much, and even resided 
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in America and Germany, where he studied for some time, 
was seized with shivering, nausea, fever, and sore throat 
In a day or two afler I was called in, and found him very 
feverish, pulse 120, temperature by clinical thermometer 
101.7, had passed a sleepless, restless night, raging thirst, 
pain in the back, throat very painful, urine high, and bowels 
confined, with great pain in the abdomen. 

He had much difficulty in opening his mouth, as the pain 
in his throat and jaws prevented him. I, however, managed, 
with the aid of a lighted candle, and pressing down the lower 
jaw, which pained him greatly, to see his throat, which was 
much swollen, uvula and tonsils as if they were one mass of 
congealed blood, with an exudation of tenacious mucus all 
over them. 

The glands of his neck were likewise very large and • 
painful. 

From the whole train of his symptoms, present state, and 
constitution, I at once saw the serious case I had to grapple 
with, and if it were not arrested speedily would soon 
develop into a malignant case; I therefore attacked the 
case most vigorously by applying lotions and poultices to the 
throat outside, and having the throat pointed and sprayed 
inside by a preparation of carbolic acid and glycerine, pre- 
scribing for him internally biniodide of mercury, ist decimal, 
trituration, with such things for food as he could swallow, 
milk and seltzer, &c. Notwithstanding these remedies, the 
disease progressed for the next twenty-four hours, and all his 
symptoms were increased, scarcely able to open his mouth 
or swallow, glands in neck larger. 

On carefully examining him, I determined to continue the 
treatment, feeling certain I had given him the proper medi- 
cine, &c., and I was right, as in the following morning he 
managed to get rid of a quantity of tenacious mucus from 
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his throat, and directly after felt much relieved. Next morn- 
ing found him better in every way, and from this he pro- 
gressed rapidly, and so great was his progress, that on the 
third day after I first saw him he could swallow tolerably 
well, became hungry, and wanted a rump steak. 

His mother, who is a firm homoeopath, had given him 
medicine before I saw him, which evidently had done good, 
and I believe had she not done this, and had I not been 
sent for in the nick of time^ this case would have been a 
violent one ; but as it was it was speedily arrested, and 
terminated in a rapid recovery in about six days. 

I have at the present time under my care six patients in 
one family,* aged from about teii years to forty, each the 
subject of diphtheria \ two cases of a malignant type, the 
other four of the ordinary type, all doing very well — in fact, 
the four «^?;2-malignant ones quite well, and the other two 
convalescent, and had it not been that when this disease 
broke out in the family I happened to be in attendance upon 
one of the children, and was therefore consulted at once 
about these cases, the two malignant ones would in a few 
days have become so malignant that the patients* lives would 
have been in imminent danger." 

But I at once detected their diphtheritic and malignant 
nature, and directly separated them from the other members 

' It was in this family I lost the patient in diphtheria, seven years 
ago, to whom I refer in my Remarks on Children's Diseases. 

« Dr. Eigenbrodt, physician in ordinary to the Grand Ducal Family, 
Darmstadt, in his report of the attack of diphtheria in the Grand Ducal 
Family says : " It does not yet appear to be generally known in the 
profession that diphtheria sometimes appears in so slight a form that 
the patients suffering from the affection do not feel themselves ill, but 
merely indisposed ; and that consequently they have no occasion to 
interrupt their usual occupation. I would therefore like to suggest that 
such cases, which generally escape medical observation, should be 
published." — British Medical Journal, June 25, 1879. 
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of the family, administered medicine there and then, used 
disinfectants, and had the throats sprayed, and the conse- 
quence was that the progress of the disease was in a few 
days arrested. 

Thus " a stitch in time saves nine — an adage perfectly 
true in homoeopathy.* 



TYPHOID FEVER, OR ENTERIC FEVER. 

This fever is called typhoid^ from its resemblance to typhus 
fever, and enteric^ because it chiefly affects the abdominal 
viscera. 

It has been designated abdominal typhus^ ilio typhus^ fehris 
putrida^ gastro-biiiouSy febris mesentericOy night soil fever, 
infantile remittent fever^ &c. 

Typhoid is less infectious than typhus, and is entirely a 
distinct disease. Its etiology or cause has been the subject 
of much discussion, but it may be stated for a fact^ that im- 
perfect drainage contaminating the air, impure water con- 
taining sewerage, &c, and even milk from kine suffering 
from typhoid, will produce the result in those who use the 
milk. 

Now, the following case will show how effectually homoeo- 
pathy can attack typhoid fever. 

A young gentleman complained for a few days of general 
debility, want of appetite, headache, thirst, and restlessness. 
His mother, thinking he was bilious, gave him a few doses 
of nux vomica. 

The following night he was very restless, no sleep, head- 
ache, pain in the abdomen, cough, &c. His mother, still 
considering he was only suffering from biliousness, now gave 
' See my Remarks on Preventive and Conservative Medicine. 
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him mercurius and Pulsatilla, hoping that in the morning he 
would be better ; but instead of that he was much worse, 
and I was called in to see him. I found him in bed, look- 
ing very pinched and drawn in the face ; eyes half closed, 
and the skin dark under them ; lips cracked and parched ; 
tongue, when protruded, coated white and brown, and 
tremulous ; skin intensely hot ; pulse loi. Abdomen very 
tender to the touch, legs drawn up, bowels very loose, had 
had several evacuations during the night with much pain, 
temperature loi'S, delirious during last night at intervals, 
teasing cough, urine full of uric acid and scanty, frequently 
sick. I had a lotion with an abdominal compress applied 
to the stomach, also a compress to the chest. Prescribed 
ipecacuanha and aconite in alternation, rice water, milk and 
soda ; to be kept very quiet ; temperature of room to be 55**. 

On visiting him next morning, found him in much the 
same condition as the day before. Passed a painful, fever- 
ish night, wandering at times, sick once, bowels acted 
frequently; abdomen enlarged and tender on pressure, 
urine turbid, pulse loi, temperature 100**. I saw no indi- 
cations leading me to change the treatment, and therefore 
continued it. 

The following day found him with an increase of both 
fever and diarrhoea with considerable prostration. 

Prescribed opium 6, iii drops every hour, unless diarrhoea 
not so frequent, head symptoms, cough, &c., abated, in 
which case to have the medicine less frequently. I saw him 
that evening again, and found he had passed a more com- 
fortable day, had had snatches of sleep, and bowels less 
disturbed, but temperature higher 102 '1° and fever increased. 

On examining his abdomen and chest, discovered the 
distinct rose spots of typhoid on both abdomen and chest, 
with a tympanitic condition of the abdomen. From this 
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stage for several days his condition was most critical. I saw 
him regularly night and morning, and thus watched him 
closely, meeting every urgent symptom as it appeared. He 
wasted much, as he could take scarcely any food ; was at 
times unconscious and had delirium, with fetid, watery 
diarrhoea at intervals. 

In ten days from this period he was convalescent, and 
able to leave his bed and sit up some hours in the drawing- 
room, and in a few days after he went out for a drive with 
his mother. We made every investigation to discover a 
cause for this severe attack of typhoid fever, but could find 
none, as the drains, water, milk, &c, were perfectly right 
and good ; but, notwithstanding, some subtile and insidious 
blood poison must have been the origin of the disease. 

I may state here that when he was at the height of the 
fever, I found an abdominal and chest pack do him much 
good, in assisting to calm the fever, reduce the temperature, 
relieve the brain, and induce gentle perspiration. 

The case of puerperal fever, followed by enteric fever, in 
the case of the lady referred to under " Diphtheria," when we 
were almost despairing of hope, I had a sheep killed in the 
butcher's shop, and the lady now in an unconscious state, 
packed entirely in the warm sheep-skin, in which I kept her 
for six hours, and in which she fell asleep, bathed in a 
perspiration ! 

This was the crisis in her case, as she continued afterwards 
steadily but slowly to recover. 

It may be asked " Was this homoeopathic ? " Yes ; as it 
mightily assisted in inducing that state of perspiration which 
I was labouring to attain, but had hitherto failed. 

The freshly flayed sheep-skin, with its animal warmth, fat, 
and impervious nature, aided effectually in retaining all the 
heat of the lady's body, and thus forcing the internal heat 
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and fever which were consuming her unto the surface of the 
body, diverting the inflammation of the bowels, peritoneum, 
liver, and stomach, into steam or perspiration, and thus re- 
lieving the pressure, fever, &c., which was destroying the 
abdominal viscera, peritoneum, and tissues, thus proving 
itself a timely homoeopathic remedy. 



SIR W. GULUS REMARKS ON ALCOHOL AND 
OPIUM IN TYPHOID FEVER CRITICISED. 

In the current number (December, 1878) of the Contem- 
porary Review^ Sir W. Gull, writing on the "Alcohol 
Question," says, "There are cases in which it would be 
dangerous to do without it (alcohol), as in the delirium 
tremens of typhoid fever, in which the patient would wear 
himself out and die, unless soothed by alcohol so that he 
goes to sleep. If opium were used instead the results 
would probably be fatal" Now, as from the position which 
Sir W. Gull has attained in the medical profession, his 
opinion must have considerable influence, especially among 
the rising generation of medical men (although men of 
experience neither consider his opinion infallible, nor view 
him as a medical oracle on this question), it will be advisable 
to say, pro bono publicoy that my many years' experience 
with typhoid fever proves, to me at least, that in the de- 
lirium of typhoid alcohol is by no means a sine qud non, as 
I have never prescribed it in any case of typhoid which I 
have attended, and each case made a rapid recovery. 

Nor do I endorse Sir W.'s opinion, " that if opium were 
given in delirium^ the result would probably be fatal," as in 
every case which I have treated, opium has been prescribed 
in delirium with the most salutary effects ; but herein is in- 
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volved a ph3rsiological and pathological question in thera- 
peutics, inasmuch as the opium prescribed by me was an 
infinitesimal dose, the second dilution prepared according 
to the homoeopathic pharmacy, and therefore, when ad- 
ministered in disease, instead of paralyzing the brain and 
consequently producing fatal results, the whole sensorial 
system was calmed, and coma or stupor removed by the 
dynamic effects of the opium when prepared as above ; thus 
producing a curative instead of a physical and " fatal " effect, 
which latter it would probably do if given in large doses, as, 
doubtless. Sir W. Gull would give it thus.' 

Now, this is no dogma founded upon theory ; it is the 
result of experience at the bedside, and as each man's 
experience is, at least, useful, I hope Sir W. Gull, should he 
read this, will not consider me presumptuous if I request 
him to try opium, as above prepared, in his next case of 
delirium of typhoid, instead of alcohol, and let us know the 
result Allopathy is an experimental system, would I could 
say science^ and as this may be a new hint to Sir W. Gull, 
if not too highly elated to receive such from an humble 
brother practitioner, perhaps he may entertain it, as I 
presume Sir W. Gull considers the good of his patients as 
of more importance than the shibboleths of party, although 
I have reason to doubt this. 



GOUT. 

This disease has received much study and attention from 
both ancient and modern physicians, as it is a most painful 
one, and is styled the ** opprobrium medicorum^^ because it 

' See remarks on milk in producing diphtheria, and djrnamic influence 
of medicine in case of diphtheria. 
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has, in all times, been considered difficult to cure. It 
attacks all classes, but is chiefly found among the higher 
classes and those who may have inherited the gouty con- 
stitution. 

A prevalent idea is that an attack of gout is salutary, but 
I think a gouty patient would gladly exclaim, "Save me 
from my friend." This, however, is a popular error, as the 
local and general mischief, which an attack of gout produces 
in the system, generally leaves behind it much physical 
mischief, and if it should attack the heart, stomach, kidneys, 
or brain, causes frequently irreparable mischief in hereditary 
subjects. 

The ancient Greek physicians divided gout into four 
kinds, namely. Podagra^ when it attacked the foot ; 
Chiragra, when in the hand ; Gouagra^ when in the knee ; 
and AthritiSi when in the articulations. 

Gout, of whatever sort, is a specific inflammation ; gene- 
rally of an hereditary taint, and is characterized by much 
pain. 

As I have just had several cases under my care, I will 
state one or two of these cases, to show how this " oppro- 
brium medicorum " of the allopaths yields to proper treatment 

A gentleman, aged 76 years, has had a severe attack of 
gout in both knees. This is the third attack in which I 
have attended him during the last five years. He is a 
temperate man, stout, but has a gouty tendency. The 
attack began somewhat suddenly ; when I saw him he was 
in high fever, pulse 125, thirsty, no appetite, headache, 
sleepless, restless, skin very hot; temperature, with the 
clinical thermometer, under the tongue, indicated 10 1^^^ 
degrees, 3i above the normal^ which was very high at his 
age ; bowels confined, urine scanty, and full of uric acid. 
Both knees much swollen, very painful, unable to move 
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them and excessively tender to the touch, the skin of knees 
tense and shining. 

Prescribed colchicum and aconite in alternation, ist 
decimal of each, and knees to be well painted with a 
lotion, and covered with a wet compress ; milk and seltzer, 
half and half, for drink and food. 

Next day, fever much less, head less confused, thirst 
abated, had some sleep, skin moist, tongue not so dry, knees 
less painful, bowels relieved naturally, and urine loaded still 
with uric acid. Same treatment to be continued for the 
next twenty-four hours. On the sixth day after my first 
visit this gentleman was able to leave his bed, and with the 
aid of a stick hobble about the room, all pain and swelling 
in his knees gone, feeling only a weakness in them. 

During the whole of his attack, from the hour he began 
to take the medicine, there was a gradual decrease of fever 
and pain, and not one untoward symptom appeared, and in 
a few days his appetite improved, so that he could take more 
nourishment 

REMARKS. 

Now it may be interesting to state why aconite and col- 
chicum so speedily and safely arrested the progress of this 
disease. 

Because aconite's chief sphere of action in the healthy 
person is upon the nerves of the capillary vessels, exciting 
fevers, congestions and inflammations ; and that of colchicum 
is chiefly upon the nervous membrane of the stomach and 
bowels, affecting also the liver and kidneys. 

We thus at once see the homoeopathicity of these medi- 
cines to gout, and also the rationale of their curative effects, 
as the chief organs which they affect are the stomach, liver, 
kidneys, and blood vessels; thus arresting the abnormal 
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action of these organs, and consequently quelling the fever, 
and causing the kidneys to eliminate from the blood 
quantities of uric acid, the blood poison which generally 
produces gout. 

I am satisfied that the reason why the allopaths have 
found colchicum almost useless in gout, is because they 
constantly neutralize its curative effects by mixing it with 
other medicines and by giving it in too large doses. 

Aconite is almost entirely ignored by the allopaths as an 
internal remedy, because it is such a poisonous drug, and 
they will not prescribe it in any other form than that of its 
crude state, because they do not understand how medicine 
becomes powerfully curative by dynamization, /'d, by being 
prepared according to the Homoeopathic Pharmacopoeia as 
I have formerly noticed. 

Were gout properly treated with homoeopathic medicines, 
the disease would not migrate to organs such as the heart, 
head, and stomach, because the medicine would prevent 
this, except in gouty and rheumatic subjects, in which the 
migrations would be even exceptional. 



ANOTHER CASE OF GOUT. 

This case presented many different features from the 
previous one, inasmuch as the patient was a gentleman only 
about 32 years of age, the attack was not attended by such 
a high degree of fever, and the disease was fixed in the 
great toe, its usual seat. This gentleman is subject to gout, 
and brought on this attack by a chill when fishing on a cold 
November day. 

In this case I did not prescribe aconite, because neither 
the pulse nor the temperature indicated it, more especially 
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as I saw that colchicum would cover all the symptoms of 
the case. I therefore only prescribed this medicine, with 
a lotion to the toe and foot, covered with wool, and also an 
extemporized Turkish bath, and in four days the inflamma- 
tion was gone, no other medicine having been taken than 
the colchicum. But an interesting feature in this case, in a 
pathological and physiological aspect, was the effects which 
the colchicum produced after it had been taken, every hour 
or so for about sixty hours, as at this period it caused much 
pain in the abdomen, ending in sickness and purging. 

Same medicine to be continued, but in much smaller 
doses, so as to prevent a recurrence of these effects, and yet 
to continue the homoeopathic remedy. In another day or 
two this gentleman was well enough to go to the City as 
usual. 

It will also now be interesting in a pathogenetic point 
of view — that is, as to the effects of drugs upon the system — 
to state that the dose which produced these effects was about 
the tenth part of a drop of colchicum. However, be it 
observed, this medicine had undergone the process of 
dynamization, 

I may here mention that this is the gentleman who made 
the sapient and chemical remarks upon the allopathic 
practice of mixing medicine, to which reference has pre- 
viously been made. 

This was, I believe, the third attack of gout which he has 
had, but it was the first in which he was treated homoeo- 
pathically. 



BRONCHITIS. 

A lady, married, aged 30 years, caught a chill from 
making a visit, too warmly clad for entering a hot room with 
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a fire in it, and, when she came out, she felt creeping sensa- 
tions all over her, which ended in shivering. Passed a 
restless night, very feverish ; sent for me in the morning. 
Found her in bed with much headache, pulse rapid, throat 
painful, swallowing difficult, teasing painful cough, skin very 
hot. Stethoscope : bronchitis ra/es over the top of the 
lungs. Aconite and bryonia, with compresses, speedily 
relieved this lady, and in a few days she was well. 



ANOTHER CASE OF BRONCHITIS. 

This was a more formidable case, inasmuch as the gentle- 
man did not send for me until bronchitis was fully es- 
tablished, as he considered he had only a cold ; but having 
passed a very restless, feverish night, with much pain in the 
chest, some coughing and expectoration of thick tenacious 
phlegm, with difficulty in breathing, I was sent for, and 
found him in bed very ill, face livid and congested, breath- 
ing laborious and wheezy, raging thirst, tongue coated, pulse 
1 20, temperature 101°. I immediately saw that my patient 
was in a dangerous position, as the disease had been allowed 
to run its course unchecked for nearly four days ; conse- 
quently, I ordered him to be put into a perspiration by 
means which I dictated ; had a bronchitis kettle set at work 
in the room, applied a lotion and poultice to the chest, 
vapour of hot water to be inhaled with glycerine in it. 
Aconite and tartarate of antimony in alternation. Gruel, 
milk, and seltzer, for food and drink. Passed a better 
night, had a copious perspiration, face less congested this 
morning, wheezing loudly, cough much, and expectoration 
abundant 

The medicines, &c., to be continued. Next morning 
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found he had a restless night, coughing frequently, fever 
very high, temperature ioo°; very desponding about his 
recovery. Stethoscope : bronchitic rales not so deep or 
sonorous, but in all respects very ill. 

The state of the patient now indicated deep inflammation 
in the lung and bronchial cell tissue. 

Lotion and poultices to be continued, with aconite and 
sanguinaria, in alternation, frequently. Following morning 
better ; fever less, cough, pain and expectoration improved, 
face more natural, and cheerful, &c. 

From this stage he progressed slowly, but steadily, with- 
out any relapse, carefully watched and attended night and 
day by two certified nurses, for two weeks, when he was so 
far recovered as to be able to change his room, and in a few 
days after, the weather being favourable, he went out for a 
drive, and in a few days after went to his offices in the City, 
feeling tolerably strong, considering the severe attack he 
had. 



ACUTE RHEUMATIC FEVER. 

A young gentleman, aged 20, a student at college, after 
being very hot playing football, sat down on the grass, and 
became very cold; when he got up felt stiff, but again 
resumed play. 

During the evening he felt no inconvenience, but had a 
restless night, and when getting up in the morning felt stiff 
and listless, did not care for his breakfast ; went, however, to 
college, but felt his lessons and classes irksome, and had 
scarcely any appetite. 

He dragged on this way for a few days, but at last became 
so feverish and full of pains that I was sent for, and found 
him so full of rheumatic pains about the loins, thighs, arms. 
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and chest, that he could scarcely move either his legs or 
arms, or even change his position in bed. Pulse 130, 
temperature ioi^%, very thirsty, no appetite, &c. 

Had a perspiration induced by the means prescribed; 
slept a little, perspiring freely, urine thick and scanty, heat 
of body reduced, less fever, not so thirsty. 

This patient progressed very satisfactorily, and in a few 
days was able to get out of bed, and even dress himsel£ 



NEURALGIA. 

A lady who had suffered from this painful disease for 
several weeks, and who had derived no benefit from allo- 
pathy, consulted me. She was in agony with pain all over 
the right side of her face, brow, and jaws ; could get no rest 
day or night, appetite for food nearly gone from want of 
rest, and being in constant pain she was very irritable ; all 
her functions in a normal condition; mother of seven 
children ; aged 45 years ; had a teasing cough. 

A few days* use of arsenicum and the application of a 
lotion completely cured her ; indeed, after the first applica- 
tion of the lotion, and the first dose of medicine, the pains 
were easier. 



ACUTE SCIATICA. 

A widow lady, aged 48 (several children), had suffered 
intensely for three weeks with the above disease, during 
which time she had been taking homoeopathic medicine 
under the directions of her usual medical attendant, who 
had not, however, seen her, but prescribed by letter, as she 
had removed from London to a town in the country ; but 
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deriving no benefit, I was called in. On my visiting this 
lady I found her in acute pain, extending from the loins, 
through the hip, down the thigh and leg, and concentrating its 
fury in the big toe and instep. Her agony was intense, as, 
owing to the pains, she could not move her position in the 
bed, and sleep had entirely forsaken her, the pains being so 
constant and severe. Fever high, pulse 120, temperature 
102°, tongue much coated, scarcely any appetite, thirsty, 
urine loaded with lithates, bowels normal, skin parched, 
spirits very low, constantly crying from the pain day and 
night I prescribed a hot bath at once, aconite and bryonia 
in alternation, milk and seltzer, half and half, repeatedly ; a 
stimulating lotion to the back and limbs. 

The lady's sister wrote next morning, saying, " Perspired 
freely, a little sleep, but pain no less, it is almost more than 
she can bear ; moisture on the skin," &c. Prescribed aeon, 
and rhus in alternation, and a dose of hydrate of chloral if 
sleepless. 

Her sister wrote two days after this, saying, " Night very 
bad, but a little sleep, the paroxysms of pains awful, &c. 
Did not take the chloral." Medicine to be continued. 

I saw the patient next day, the fourth after I first 
visited her. 

When I drove up to the door I heard her groans ; she 
had just had occasion to be lifted out of bed, and the agony 
it caused was most acute. When I entered her room she 
was crying, and could not move from the awkward position 
in which she had been moved into the bed. I painted her 
leg, &c., with the lotion, soothed her by encouraging words, 
as she feared there was no hopes for her recovery, &c. ; 
prescribed aconite and chamomilla in alternation. Next 
day her sister wrote, saying, " Better, much less pain, and 
can lie more comfortably, and can even move her position 
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in bed. Very languid, two hours' sleep last night, wiliiout 
any sleeping draught" Such was the Prescription, 
continue medicine. Two days after this received this 
bulletin : " Much better in every way, no permanent pain," 
&c. Continue medicine, &c. I visited her next day, when 
I found her steadily improving, and presenting a marked 
contrast to that in which I found her on my last visit, only 
a week previously. Now in very little pain, can turn in bed, 
and lie on her back. No fever, pulse 90, appetite better, 
sleeps well, urine high, skin moist, tongue cleaner, aconite 
and mer. sol. in alternation. Limbs, &c., to be shampooed, 
and lotion applied to instep ; calisthenics. From this her 
recovery was steady, recuperating day by day, and in a 
fortnight she was downstairs, and she wrote me, saying, " I 
am glad to say I continue better ; only a very little pain, and 
that only in my foot ; feet much less swollen ; knees weak, 
a little painful in coming down stairs ; sleep better," &c 

The . date of this note was only a month from my first 
visit to this lady, and in a few days after she was able to 
travel to Hastings for a change of air. 



SCARLET FEVER. 

This is a highly zymotic or infectious fever, generally 
occurring in children from the third, fourth, or fifth year, 
but I have seen it in adults and grown-up people. Its 
mortality under allopathic treatment is immense, 15,000 to 
16,000 dying annually. There are three species of this 
disease : — 

Scarlatina Simplex 
„ Anginosa 
„ Maligna 
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each distinguished by marked and distinct characteristics, 
as regards the nature of the fever, the incursion of the 
disease, the diseased condition of the throat, and the 
exhausting processes which may ensue. 

The first and second species present no difficulties to 
judicious homoeopathic treatment, and if carefully treated 
and nursed a death very seldom occurs, and the patient 
speedily recovers ; in fact so rapidly, that those who do not 
understand both the prophylactic and curative properties of 
homoeopathic medicine, will scarcely credit that the cases 
were scarlatina 1 This I have known often and often to be 
so. The third sort, however, requires much care, attention, 
and skill, to meet all its varying and malignant changes and 
characters, especially in weak and scrofulous constitutions. 

The following is a case of malignant scarlatina in a scrofu- 
lous child, a little girl, aged three years, subject to glandular 
swellings in the neck, discharge from the ears, weak eyes, 
the child of scrofulous parents ; became feverish, felt shivers 
all over her, refused her food, thirsty, and could not sit up. 
Next day, feeling much worse, I was called in, when I found 
the child in high fever, pulse 102, temperature 100*2; head- 
ache, sick, skin intensely hot, throat painful, can scarcely 
swallow, much tumefied, red, and tonsils greatly enlarged, 
no rash on the skin. 

Prescribed a hot bath, vinegar and water cloths to the 
head, a spray for the throat, and aconite and belladonna in 
alternation every hour. 

On the following day the fever increased, pulse no, tem- 
perature 101*5 ; thick red rash all over the chest, back, legs, 
and face ; throat worse, glands of throat swollen, can swal- 
low very little j was delirious all night, tongue brown, thirst 
raging. 

Prescribed poultice to the throat, iced milk and seltzer, 



l8o 

in mouthfuls if she caft swallow it ; mer. biniod every hour, 
spray to be continued. 

Following day : very ill ; throat ulcerated, and tonsils 
covered with a thick glutinous discharge, rash very much 
out all over her ; vital power low ; temperature 103 ; rest- 
less, no sleep. Prescribed beef-tea, gruel, iced milk and 
seltzer; poultice to be continued, also the spray. Mer. 
biniod continued in stronger doses. 

A few days after this diarrhoea came on, causing much 
prostration. The rash disappeared, but the throat still con- 
tinued very painful, and the tonsils did not subside in size. 
I now ordered beef-lea, with teaspoonful of port wine, and 
a trituration of arsenicum every hour; the spray to the 
throat to be continued. On the tenth day from the incur- 
sion of the disease she began to rally, and all the malignant 
symptoms assumed a modified appearance, and in a day or 
two after she was able to swallow comfortably, take nourish- 
ment, had refreshing sleep, and sit up in bed. From this 
date her progress to complete restoration was uninterrupted, 
and she made a speedy recovery to health. 

Now, as for days the fever, &c., in this case was obstinate 
and refused to yield, even to such powerful antifebrifuge reme- 
dies as aconite, belladonna, &c., what would have been the 
result had she been treated by the ordinary allopathic 
remedies in such cases, carbonate of ammonia, liq. 
ammonia, spirits of nitre, chlorate of potash, Epsom salts, 
&c ? See Atkins* " Practice of Medicine.** 



CROUP, OR ANGINA TRACHEALIS. 

This is an insidious, highly inflammatory disease of the 
larynx and trachea, characterized by inflammation of the 
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throat, coming on somewhat suddenly, with feverish symp- 
toms, hoarseness, with a peculiar barking cough, difficulty 
of breathing; which symptoms in a few hours become 
aggravated, causing almost suffocation and fearful distress 
to the little sufferer ; producing the formation in the throat 
of a pseudo-membraneous secretion, which frequently so 
obstructs the breathing that death terminates the child's 
agonies. 

This is also a very fatal disease under allopathy, as more 
than a half of all the children attacked die. 

Dr. Tanner, an allopath, in his ** Practice of Medicine,*' 
vol. i. p. 532, when treating of croup, asks the pertinent 
question, ** How is it that this disease is so fatal ? I be- 
lieve because the remedies are not only inappropriate, but 
mischievous." He refers to leeching, blistering, &c. He 
denounces these violent and weakening remedies, and says 
the patients often die " in consequence of them ; " and yet 
allopaths pursue the old routine of bleeding, &c, in croup, 
notwithstanding this protest of one of their great authorities ! 

In spite of all allopathic means, the false membrane con- 
tinues to progress, or, as Dr. Tanner says, " in consequence 
of them," and then, as a dernier ressort, tracheotomy is per- 
formed — that is, the windpipe cut open ; but this dangerous 
operation is of such questionable efficacy that many even 
prefer to let the little patient die rather than risk this opera- 
tion only to add torture to torture. 

Now, I ask, with Dr. Tanner, " Why is it that this disease 
is so fatal?" and while I thoroughly agree with him that many 
die in consequence of the treatment," bleeding, blistering, 
purgation, tracheotomy, &c, I reply that not one child in 
twenty need die of croup were they treated homoeopathi- 
cally; because such medicines as aconite, hepar sulph., 
spongia, &c., duly administered, check the inflammatory 
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symptoms, and thus prevent the spasms in the larynx, and 
the formation of the membrane in the throat, which cause 
the suffocation, as this membrane is the result of the un- 
checked inflammatory fever; so that under homoeopathic 
treatment tracheotomy would become an exception. Indeed, 
I have never had a case that did not yield in a few hours to 
the remedies used, many of which I could easily relate. 



THE ANTISEPTIC TREATMENT OF CON- 
SUMPTION AND CANCER. 

About ten years ago I wrote a treatise on the above 
subject, in which it was stated that these diseases were as 
alienable to be either relieved or cured by homoeopathy 
as any other complaints — if seen in time and treated 
judiciously. 

Since then I have been studying this subject, and have 
seen no reason to change my opinion as regards the 
curability of both consumption and cancer. 

Years ago I was led to investigate coal as a curative agent 
in consumption, from the fact that many coal-miners die of 
consumption from the constant inhalation of the coal-dust, 
which produces irritation and cough, and which often end 
in consumption. 

Acting on this thought, I instructed my chemist to pre- 
pare me a trituration of coal, and prescribed it in several 
cases of incipient phthisis, and even in some of its advanced 
stages— with most satisfactory results, which I will refer to 
more especially hereafter. 

Latterly, I have been devoting much attention to the sub- 
ject of coal and its various products, in preparing a lecture 
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on the " History of a Piece of Coal and its Lessons, from a 
Primaeval Forest to a Lady's Dress ; " and in doing so have 
been greatly interested to find the number of useful sub- 
stances, chemical and medical, which can be extracted from 
gas-tar, a product of coal, by destructive distillation ) and 
among them, carbolic acid. Now the thought occurred to 
me, may it not be the carbolic acid contained in the coal 
that has proved so effectual in my hands in consumption and 
even cancer ? 

As thoughts and their outcome govern the world in 
politics, science, &c., I immediately put this thought in 
operation, and had prepared, according to the Homoeo* 
pathic Pharmacopoeia, an attenuation of carbolic acid ; and I 
have been pleased and much gratified at the excellent results 
which it has achieved, not only in consumption and cancer, 
but also in various other diseases ; in fact, it has such 
curative properties, that I consider it almost a polychrest. 

Of late, what is called the Germ Theory of disease has 
been much studied, and a great impetus has been given to 
this by Professor Koch, of Berlin, who, in his investigation 
of the Germ Theory, has found in the expectoration of 
consumptive patients root-like organisms which he calls 
bacillu 

Professor Tyndall brought this subject prominently before 
the public in a letter to the Times in April, 1882. But in 
studying this letter, however interesting pathologically it is, 
I was not convinced that these bacilli were the cause of 
consumption, and consequently wrote the following letter : — 

THE PARASITIC ORIGIN OF CONSUMPTION. 

Sir, — Seeing you have noticed the above subject, will you 
permit me to state that though Professor Tyndall has 
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heralded, in the columns of the Times, Dr. Koch as the dis- 
coverer of the parasitic origin of consumption, he can lay no 
claim to it, as Dr. Klebs, in 1877, read a paper on this sub- 
ject before a scientific meeting in Munich, in which he an- 
nounced the opinion, founded on experimental and micro- 
scopical observation, that tuberculosis was an infectious 
disease of parasitic nature — that it was induced by certain 
micro-organisms? Also Dr. Mackenzie, in 1880, found 
bacteric organisms in the sputum of phthisical patients, 
and Dr. Schiiller, of Griefswald, in his researches into the 
etiology of phthisis, also discovered organisms in tubercular 
matter. 

It would therefore have been wise in Professor Tyndall 
had he informed himself on the literature and history of this 
subject before he rushed into the columns of the TimeSj and 
advertised Dr. Koch as the original discoverer of bacilli, 
&c., in tubercular sputum. 

But apart from this — are bacilli, &c., the etiology of 
phthisis ? 

Pus, brain, cheese, &c., when inoculated, will set up 
morbid processes in various organs which cannot be dis- 
tinguished from those which are produced by the inocu- 
lation of tubercle itself. If these micro-organisms can be 
thus produced, how can bacilli be the etiology of phthisis ? 

Even assuming that bacilli are the causation of tubercle, 
may the question, cut bono, not be asked therapeutically? 
and the allopaths have answered it thus. Dr. Kroczah, m 
the hospital at Innsbruck, caused patients to inhale Benzoate 
of Soda, with somewhat favourable results, thus acting on 
the antiseptic principle ; but as organisms are, I presume, 
the result and not the cause of phthisis, in order to cure 
consumption, is it not more rational to treat the causation 
thereof and not the outcome ? 
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For this desirable object the law of the "S. S. C." comes 
to our aid, and indicates how best to either prevent, 
ameliorate, or cure phthisis, without torturing animals by 
vivisection, &c., or trusting to the experiments in the 
laboratory, however interesting physiologically and patho- 
logically they may be, but which nevertheless add but littie 
to therapeutics ; and as the cure of disease is the object of 
the physician, and as this can only be accomplished by the 
administration of medicines, would it not be more scientific, 
more rational, more useful, for doctors to prove and test 
remedies according to the homoeopathic axiom before pre- 
scribing them, instead of spending much time and labour 
in investigating the often occult etiology of disease by too 
frequently useless experiments upon putrid matter, such as 
the sputum of phthisical patients, and by other horrid 
cruelties on living, sentient creatures ? 

H. Hastings, M.D. 

Ryde, nth June, 1882. 

However, it is exceedingly interesting to know that, at all 
events, one outcome of consumption, and doubtless of 
cancer too, is the formation of organisms in the diseased 
parts ; and this discovery is not only pathologically interest- 
ting, but also highly useful therapeutically, as it gives a 
decided testimony to the rationale of the antiseptic treatment 
of disease. 

Various are the causes of consumption and cancer ; but 
I am convinced that from whatever cause they may proceed, 
that the very first incursion of these diseases begins in the 
BLOOD, long before the development of bacilli^ either in the 
sputum of consumptive patients, or in the suppuration of 
cancers, or in the cells thereof. Therefore, until bacilli be 
found in the blood of patients previous to the development of 
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tubercles in the lungs, this question of micro-organisms 
being the cause of consumption must remain, as I believe, 
sub judice — not proven. 

Take, for instance, those two fruitful sources of consump- 
tion in the present day — bicycle and tricycles-races, and 
riding over the country in long runs — which exhaust all the 
rider's nerve-force in impelling the heart and muscles to 
severe strain and action, the consequence of which is that the 
rider arrives at his destination weary and tired, and is perhaps 
obliged to put up for the night at some country inn, and 
turn into a damp bed ; and the result is that he gets up in 
the morning unrefreshed, his muscles aching, nerve-force not 
recouped, mounts his machine and is off again ; but not 
with the same vigour as on the previous day. A cold in 
his head ensues ; neglected, it ends in bronchitis, and bron- 
chitis terminates in consumption. I have known many 
such cases, and therefore state this from experience. Now 
is it possible that bacilli were the cause of such cases ? No 1 
it was the pumping out of nerve-force by too much tricycle 
or bicycle exertion, and the after-chill in the blood, which 
induced atomic and molecular disorder in the blood, pro- 
ducing bronchitis and ending in phthisis. 

Do I condemn bicycle and tricycle riding? Certainly 
not ; I consider them excellent for the development of the 
muscles, good for invigorating the lungs by the pure air that 
is breathed in, to depurate the blood, &c., when used in 
moderation. It is racing and long runs to which I object, 
for the above reasons. 

Again, how many students at schools, colleges, and uni- 
versities, totally break down under the severe strain upon the 
mind, in preparing for " Civil Service " examinations and 
such like. I have known many promising young men who 
made complete wrecks of normal constitutions, some ending 
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their days in asylums, and many in consumption, by over 
brain work, which scarcely ever fails to induce loss of 
appetite, sleeplessness, expenditure of nerve-force, and 
consequently ends in a total break up of the physical and 
mental powers. 

"School Boards," although doing good, are also doing 
incalculable mischief to the physical and mental powers of 
both pupils and teachers, by that clause in the Code which 
pays teachers by the results of the examination of the pupils, 
as this makes the chief object of the teacher to be to pass as 
many pupils as possible, in order that his or her payment 
may be increased; and the consequence is that clever 
children are selected, and they are crammed and made to 
work far too hard ; and the result is, that although they may 
pass their examinations creditably to both themselves and 
tlieir teacher's desire, their constitutions are ruined for life. 
The Rev. R. A, Armstrong, B.A., has published a useful 
pamphlet on this subject — " Overstrain in Education." 

Over-mental strain, incessant worry over lessons, in- 
sufficient open-air exercise, badly ventilated schoolrooms, 
and insufficient food, render the blood impure ; hence the 
vital powers sink under the strain and these unfavourable 
circumstances, and consumption ensues. 

The object of Government in establishing School Boards 
was a laudable one ; but it is to be feared that the object 
aimed at, /.<?., to give the children a good moral and intel- 
lectual training, will be attained at the expense of their mental 
and physical systems; and if so, will they in after-life be of 
much use either to themselves or to the nation? as to work out 
thus the brain and nerve-forces in education, which ought to 
be used in building up the young mind and body in health, is 
not the way to insure a healthy peasantry, which is a nation's 
pride and wealth. 
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Since writing this, I published the following letter in the 
Christian Worlds and I am pleased to see that the editor 
of the Isle of Wight Times has introduced its arguments in 
a leading article. 

THE HIGHER EDUCATION OF GIRLS. 

{To the Editor of the Christian World:') 

Sir, — I have been watching the above movement with 
somewhat mingled feelings, and as a physiologist I am dis- 
posed to believe that its mental and physical effects will 
ultimately be most injurious. It sounds grand to be able 
to append B.A., M.A., M.D., to a girl's name; but, sir, 
what expenditure of nerve-power, &c, has the procuring 
these degrees caused ! It is most injurious for young girls* 
minds to be kept constantly on the strain day and night in 
learning and solving mathematical, classical, and general 
literature, problems, and questions, when the growth of the 
body is going on, and physiological changes occurring every 
day, ending in a climacteric period. Woman is a duality, 
and cannot with impunity unduly work the mind without 
the body suffering ; and as these young women in a few 
years will become wives and mothers, is it not both morally 
and physically wrong to have their physical powers pumped 
out by close application to study, so as to obtain a degree ? 
Will their becoming M.D.'s, &c., ensure a healthy progeny? 
Will all the mental and physical strain they have undergone, 
in their higher education and examinations, qualify them 
for their duties as wives and mothers ? Nay, will they not 
rather induce in these young women both mental and bodily 
debility, and thus make them in after-life delicate wives and 
mothers and their offspring scrofulous? On this subject 
" I could a tale unfold," as ever since this cause of the 
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" Higho- Education of Girls " has been established I have 
witnessed most injurious results from it in growing girls. 

Whether would it be most beneficial to the family, society, 
and the nation to have learned girls with B.A., &c, to their 
names, and consequently exhausted minds and bodies ; or 
vigorous, healthy, and well-developed minds and bodies ? I 
venture to affirm, that it is physiologically impossible to have 
a learned girl and a healthy, robust mother, and strong 
children ! Let therefore fathers and mothers see to this, as 
if they wish their daughters to be strong, good wives and 
mothers, and make their future homes happy and cheerful — 
be to their future husbands robust wives instead of puny, 
ever-ailing ones — let them think seriously before they permit 
their daughters' health to be impaired by "higher education," 
or even permit them to study at Girton College, &c., or 
possess a degree at the expense of deteriorating their physi- 
cal powers. Education is requisite, but immoderate educa- 
tion, which in the majority of cases is no use to the posses- 
sor in after life, is but a species of mental intoxication, and 
is most injurious to the physical system. 

H. Hastings, M.D. 

Ry<ie, 15th June, 1883. 

Now believing that consumption and cancer begin in 
the blood, and that if the impurity of the blood, whether 
produced by races, over mental strain, &c, be not remedied, 
suppurations and tubercles in the lungs will be established, 
and terminate in the formation of bacilli therein, it becomes 
a vital and most profound problem how best to arrest such 
fatal results. 

But before entering upon this deep and important question, 
it may be well and highly useful to notice that these experi- 
ments of Dr. Koch have established without a doubt the 
fact that consumption is an infectious disease, and can be 



communicated even by inhaling the breath of phthisical 
patients, as he has proved that the breath of consumptive 
patients is full of bacilli^ and will probably communicate the 
disease to those predisposed to it, to those who are in con- 
stant attendance upon the patient in badly ventilated rooms, 
whose sleep is disturbed, and especially to those who sleep 
with the patient. 

Now the remedies which I have found to be most 
effectual, as both preventive and curative, are entirely 
antiseptic^ /.d, those which check the process of putrefaction 
in the blood. 

There are a number of such medicines ; but the one I 
prefer to all others is phenic acid, as I have previously 
stated. 

Every one knows that this acid is a powerful poison, and 
therefore requires care in its administration as a medicine ; 
and herein centres the whole of its medicinal efficacy, for if 
given in its material state, in doses of from one to three 
grains, it is far more likely to increase the disease than 
relieve it, by the irritation it produces. Finding this to be 
the case, I administer it in a state of minute subdivision, 
prepared as previously stated, thus robbing it of its irritative 
and poisonous properties and only retaining its medicinal 
ones. 

When the minute and delicate structure of the organ and 
tissues are considered, wherein consumption and cancer 
generally begin, in the throat, windpipe, bronchia, and 
limgs, and the minute glands of the breast and other organs, 
the medicine requires to be prescribed in a very attenuated 
form. The throat, windpipe, bronchia and lungs are all 
lined with a most delicate mucous membrane, containing 
millions of glands, and the lungs themselves are formed by 
millions of lobules^ each lobule in itself being a little lung 
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which can only be seen by the use of a microscope. Some 
physiologists have affirmed that the lungs contain 
40,000,000 of these lobules. 

But we will now pass from the anatomy, physiology, and 
pathology of consumption and cancer to its treatment, as it 
is in this only that patients are interested, and we unhesitat- 
ingly state, that phenic acid or carbolic acid prepared as 
above indicated, with occasional doses of other medicine to 
meet occurring conditions, has in our hands never failed 
to either afford great relief or cure the diseases of both 
consumption and cancer. 

The medicine is best administered both internally and by 
an atomiser in the shape of spray. Used as a spray in the 
sick-room it is not only highly useful to the patient, as it 
enables him to breathe air robbed of all impure germs of 
disease, but also very beneficial to the attendant in killing 
the diseased germs in the room ; as previously stated, the 
breath of a consumptive patient exhales millions of diseased 
germs, which being inhaled are very injurious, perhaps lay 
the foundation for a disorganisation and putrefaction in 
the blood, which may terminate either in consumption or 
cancer. 

One word on the desirableness of using a spray atomiser 
at several periods of the day in all class-rooms, colleges, 
universities, workshops, factories, and rooms, or in any 
building where people young and old labour all day, so as 
to purify the air and destroy injurious germs therein, as 
millions and millions of them exist in every factory, work- 
shop, school or college, and may be and are exhaled from 
the lungs and skin of those who are suffering from consump- 
tion and cancer, and thousands of such are too often obliged 
to work for their daily bread when very unable to do so. 
It therefore becomes an almost imperative duty for Govern- 
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ment, and school teachers, manufacturers and all employers 
of indoor labour, to enact that the air of all buildings should 
be punctually purified at stated intervals by this simple and 
inexpensive means, which would be far more effectual in 
sustaining the mental and physical powers of students, 
pupils, and work-people, than merely turning them out for 
a few minutes* play or rest, and then ushering them in again 
to resume their study or work, in an atmosphere which 
every hour becomes more and more impure. 

Having thus stated my ideas of the cause of consumption 
and cancer, I will now narrate a few cases to substantiate 
them. 

A. W., aged eleven years, whose mother died of rapid 
phthisis four years after the birth of this child, has had a 
cough ever since her birth, has not grown much, is dull and 
not much disposed to play ; but for the last two years her 
cough has increased, with copious expectoration, sometimes 
mixed with blood, restless nights with perspirations, 
occasional diarrhoea, appetite capricious, wastes in flesh, 
voice very feeble. On examining the chest I found there 
were tubercles in both lungs, and the doctors who had 
prescribed for her had told her father this, and said no 
medicine would be of any use. 

I ordered her to be spunged all over every night and 
morning, with a solution of carbolic acid and warm water ; 
to wear warm clothing, take nourishing food, and her bed- 
room and sitting-room to be sprayed frequently day and 
night with a carbolic acid atomiser, and prescribed for her 
an attenuated and dynamised solution of carbolic acid. 

Relief came in a few weeks from this treatment, and in 
about three months she was quite cured — is now married 
and has several children. 

A boy aged eight years, both parents died of consumption, 
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wasted to a shadow, could scarcely walk, voice completely 
gone for some months, constant cough with bloody sputum, 
and suffering from relaxed bowels, both lung and throat 
tuberculous ; had been under allopathic treatment for some 
years, but derived no benefit ; was brought by his aunt to 
have my opinion of his case. 

I told her it was, I feared, a hopeless one ; but she was 
anxious I should prescribe for him, which I did ; and put 
him under a similar course both as regards regimen and 
medicine as that prescribed for the previous case, and the 
result was an absolute restoration. 

It would be easy for me to relate numerous like cases, 
but the above will I hope suffice to show the curative nature 
of carbolic acid in consumption. For such a protean and 
changeable disease as phthisis, no one medicine alone can 
meet the ever necessary various states and conditions of the 
patient, and these, of course have to be prescribed for 
secundum artem ; but carbolic acid is with me in all such 
cases my sheet-anchor^ as I consider it the grand antiseptic to 
arrest the disintegrating, putrefactive, and consuming pro- 
cesses in the bronchia, lungs, and mucous tissues of con- 
sumptive patients. 

I will now show what carbolic acid can do in that for- 
midable disease, cancer ; mercifully, however, not so 
prevalent as consumption. 

Some years ago I found acetic acid most useful in cancer, 
and wrote a pamphlet on it ; but the acid did not come up 
to my expectations, so I kept on investigating the subject, 
believing that in some comer of nature's domain there must 
be a remedy for the terrible disease— cancer ; and, strange 
to say, deep in the dark caverns of a coal mine, and in a 
piece of coal, had lain hidden for eternal ages a remedy for 
many diseases, and among them that of cancer; so that, as 

i 
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light in the shape of carburetted hydrogen gas came from a 
dark, heavy, black piece of coal, so also has been extracted 
from coal a most potent medicine — phenic or carbolic acid 

Amazing are the potentialities of coal It cooks our 
food \ warms us ; lights our houses, cities, and towns ; drives 
our steam-engines ; burns in paraffin candles ; sparkles as 
carbon in the diamond ; scintillates in a beetle's wing ; decks 
our ladies in the brilliant and superb colours of mauve and 
magenta; and also cures some of the most formidable 
diseases by its antiseptic properties. 

How little is known of the medical treasures, &c., which 
are hidden in the deep, dark recesses of the earth and ocean ! 

Now to prove what a little bit of coal in the shape of 
phenic acid can accomplish in cancer, I will quote briefly 
the following : — 

A young married lady had suffered for a few years great 
pain, which eventually ended in cancer on a vital organ ; 
her condition was truly wretched— ever in pain, and no 
medicine had afforded her any relief Being recommended 
change of air, she came to consult me, though most re- 
luctantly, believing that nothing would do her any good, 
as, she said, she had consulted many doctors and taken 
much medicine, but without any relief 

I placed her under a suitable regimen and diet, prescribed 
carbolic acid to be taken internally, and a medicine 
Hydrastis canadensis — ^which I discovered many years ago — 
to be used externally, with a few other medicines to meet 
recurring symptoms from time to time, and the result was 
that in about two months she was restored to perfect health, 
and returned home very jubilant 

A lady, aged forty-two years, had suffered for some time 
with constant burning pain in throat, stomach, &c She 
was afraid to either eat or drink, as either increased the 
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burning ; consequently she became very weak, and lost flesh 
fnach, and could not sleep. 

Some six months ago she had a pain in her bosom, and 
on the doctor examining it he discovered a small lump, and 
advised a consultation. The lump gradually increased, arm 
became painful, burning in throat and stomach increased 
also. She was advised to see me. I at once saw she was 
suffering from a cancer in its scirrhus stage, and prescribed 
carbolic acid internally, and Hydrastis canadensis lotion ex- 
ternally. In about two months this lady was quite well. 

A young lady, aged seventeen years, complained of a sore 
throat, and the doctor feared it was diphtheritis, which 
alarmed her and her parents very much. Deriving no 
benefit from the treatment prescribed, she was recommended 
change of air, and went to a fashionable inland watering 
place, but derived no benefit. Hence she was taken to 
London, consulted a physician there, but grew weaker and 
weaker, and her parents then brought her home. 

I now saw her for the first time, and found her in a very 
feeble, exhausted condition, wasting much, scarcely any 
sleep or appetite, troubled with nausea, pulse weak, tongue 
coated, highly nervous, believing she was labouring under 
blood-poisoning and would soon be paralysed, as this was 
what the doctors feared would ensue. 

On carefully examining into her condition, I could not 
believe she ever had had diphtheria, and concluded that 
why it was she did not regain her strength and spirits was 
entirely owing to the sad impression fixed upon her mind 
that she would die of blood-poisoning and paralysis, which 
so injuriously affected the mind and disturbed the whole 
nervous centres, that she was reduced to the pitiable state 
in which I found her — the whole vegetative and vital 
functions thrown into complete disorder. 
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I immediately directed my attention to remove if possible 
these depressing feelings, and thus act through the moral 
upon the physical organisation, so as to disabuse her mind 
of the horrid dread upon it, by assuring her that I was con- 
vinced that she never had diphtheria, nor was she likely to 
die of blood-poisoning. 

Her parents listened to me most incredulously, and in 
their inmost hearts believed, I am quite certain, that I was 
wrong in my diagnosis and prognosis; but I saw gleams 
of hqpe irradiate my patient's countenance, and after pre- 
scribing for her, I left her, making her promise that she 
would play a game of croquet or lawn tennis with her 
sister that afternoon ; although both her parents and herself 
protested that that was impossible, as she was so weak and 
had been ill so long, and had not had a racket in her 
hands for months. 

In this case also I prescribed a preparation of carbolic 
acid, as although it was not a cancer case, yet I was con- 
yinced if a change in her present state did not occur very 
soon, consumption would end her days ere long ; and besides, 
I knew that the carbolic acid would speedily rectify the 
various functional irregularities in the mucous membrane, 
brain, nervous tissues and organs, and I. was not mistaken, 
as in about ten days she was quite well. 

I cite this case for two reasons ; first, to show the large 
curative range the antiseptic powers of carbolic or phenic 
acid possesses ; and, secondly, to prove how necessary it is 
for the physician to administer to the mind as well as the 
body, specially in nervous diseases. 

August, 1883. 



